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At half past eioht they drove out of the town 
The lughroad was diy a lovely Apnl sun was 
shining warmly but the snow was stiU lying m 
the ditches and in the ivoods M inter dark long, 
and spiteful was hardly over spring had come 
all of a sadden But neither the warmth nor the 
languid transparent woods ^va^med by the breath 
of spring nor the black Hocks of birds fl5nng over 
the huge puddles that were hke lakes nor the 
marvellous fathomless sky into which it seemed 
one would have gone away so joyfully presented 
anythin^, new or interesting to Marya Va^yevna, 
who was sitting in the cart For thirteen jears 
she bad been schoolmistress and there was 
no reckoning how many times dunng all those 
years she had been to the town for her salary and 
whether it were spnng as now or a rainy autumn 
evening or winter it was all the same to her 
and she always — invariably — longed for one thing 
only to get to the end of her journey as quickly 
as could be 

She felt as though she had been hving m that 
part of the country for ages and ages for a hundred 
years and it seemed to her that she knew every 
stone every tree on the road from the tmvn to her 
9 
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school H past w as here her present was here, 
and he uid iro gine no other future than the 
chool th road to the town and back again and 
a^ain the school and again th oad 

She h d got out of th habit of thinking of her 
past bef re she becam a schoolmistress, and bad 
almost forgott n it She had o ce had a father 
and mother they h d h ed in 'Moscow m a big 
flat n ar the Ked Gate, but f all that hfe there 
was left m her memory nlj something sague and 
fluid like a dream Her fathe had died when 
was ten jears Id and h mother had died 
soon after She had a b the an officer 

t fi st they used to wntc t each other then 
h r brother hao given up an wenng her letters 
he bad got out of the w ay of writing Of her old 
bel nginw all th t was 1 ft w a photogr ph i 
her mother but it had gr wm dim fr m th damp- 
ness of the school nd n w n thing ould be seen 
but the hair and th j b ws 
\\'hen th y had dn cn a co pi of hides old 
Semyon, wh was dn mg t med round and said 
They hav ca ht a g v mment cl rk m the 
town They h e taken him aw y The tory 
IS that wrth some German h kdl d Al ey v the 
May in ifoscow 

Wh told you that ’ 

Th y wer reading tmthppe mlan 
Ionov's tavern 

A d a^aui they were d nt f a long tim 
M y \assly vna th ght f her school of th 
exam t n that Was coming soon and of the gi I 
and four boys bewassendi g p for it \ndjust 
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as she was thinking about the examination she 
was overtaken by a neighbouring landowner 
called Hanov in a carnage with four horses the 
\er> man who had been examiner in her school 
the year before When he came up to her he 
re ognized her and bowed 

Good momin he Said to her You are 
driving home I suppose 

This Hanov a man of forty with a hstless ex 
pression and a face that shoi ed signs of wear 
was beginning to look old but was still handsome 
and admired by women He hved in his big 
homestead alone and was not in the service and 
people used to say of him that he did nothing at 
home but walk up and down the room \ histling 
or play chess with his old footman People said 
too that he drank heavily And indeed at the 
exammation the year b fore the very papers he 
brought Aith him smelt of wine and scent He 
had been dressed all in ne clothes on that occa 
Sion and Marya Vassilyevna thought him very 
attractive and all the while she sat beside him 
she had felt embarrassed She was accustomed 
to see frigid and sensible examiners at the school 
V I lie this one did not remember a single prayer 
or know what to ask questions about and was 
exceedingly courteous and del cate giving nothing 
b It the highest marks 

1 am going to visit Eakvist he went on 
addressm Marya \assilyevTa but I am told 
hi* IS not at home 

They turn d off the highroad into a by road 
to the village Hanov leading the way and 
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Semjon f U vnng The four hordes mo\ed at 
a walloBg pace w th e0ort dragging the heavy 
carnage th oo h th mud Semvon t eked from 
de to s d keeping to the edge of the road, at one 
time through sn wdnft at an tber throu h a 
pool often jumping out f th cart and helping 
the home Marja \assiljev'n was till thinking 
abo t the school w d n gwh ther th anthmetic 
questions at the examinat on ould be difficult or 
as> And she felt ann j dw ththeZ mst board 
at which hbdfudnoonth da> before Hon 
onbusiness-l ke He he had b n sking them 
{ the last two 5 ears t disini s the •atchman 
irbo did noth g as rude t he and b t the 
choolbojs but no piaid anj att nt n It 
w s hard t find th pr s d nt at the office and 
when one did find h m h would sa> w th t ars m 
his c>es th t he h dn t a in me t t spar the 
inspect ited th school at most n e m three 
years and kn w noth g nh t er bout h w rk 
as he had been n th E ci Dut es D partment 
and had cce cd the post of school mspecto 
through mSuence Th School Council m t ery 
rarely and there was n kn wing wh c it met 
the school gua dian was an almost lUit ate 
peasa t the head f tann bus es u mt Ui 
gent rud and a great fn d { th at hman s— 
and goodness kn ws t wh m sh c uld appeal 
with coropkmts e qn nes 

He really is handsom sh thought glan mg 
at Han 

Th oadgrwwors dwerse Tbeydro e 
into th wood H th e w j 0 oom to turn 


/ 
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round the wheels sank deeply in water spla hed 
and gurgled through them and sharp twigs struck 
them in the face 

^Vhat a road ' said Hanov and he laughed 
The schoolmistress looked at him and could not 
understand why this queer man Uved here ^Vhat 
could his money hi interesting appearance his re 
fined bearing do for him here in this mud in this 
God forsaken dreary place ? He got no spcaal 
advantages out of life and here like Semyon 
was dnving at a jog trot on an appalling road and 
enduring the same discomforts ^\hy ln,e here 
it one could live in Petersb irg or abroad ’ And 
one would have thought it w ould be nothin for a 
neb man like him to make a good road instead of 
this bad one to avoid enduring this misery and 
seeing the despair on the faces of hi coalman 
and Semyon but he only laughed and apparently 
did not mind and i nted no better hfe He was 
kind soft naive and h did not mderstand this 
coarse life just as at the examination he did not 
know the p ayers He subscr bed nothing to the 
school but globes and genuinely regarded lumself 
as a useful person and a prominent orker in the 
cause of popular education And what use were 
hts globes here ? 

Hold on \assilyevna said Semyon 
The cart lurched v lolently and was on the point 
of upsetting something heavy rolled on toAIarya 
\ assilyevna s feet— it was I er parcel of pu chases 
There as a steep a. cent uph U tl rough the day 
here m the winding d tches nvulets were gurgling 
The water set med to ha e gnawed away the road 
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and how «3 Id on get along here The horses 
breathed hard Hano got out of his carnage 
and alkei at the sid of the r ad m his long o>« 
coat He was h t 

What a road h said and lau bed again 
It w uld 00 sm h up s carnage 

N body obb es you to dn e about in such 
eather d Semyon surbly 'i u should 
St y t bom 

I am d II at home grandfath I don t like 
stayi g at h me 

Besde old S my on he looked gr cefal aod 
vjgoro but j t h alk th e was mcthmg 
]ust pe cept ble h (Ji bet ay d n h m a bem 

already to ched by dec v ' eak d n the road 

t ruin And all at e th re w as a h ff of 
pnts in the ood M r\ Vas lye ma %^as 

filed w tb d ead and p t\ f th m n g mg to 

his ni n fo no visible au e r eason and it cam 
into her m nd th t f he h d b n hjs w fe or 
sister sh would ha de ted h r whol life to 
saving him f m m n His w f Lit as so 
odeedthtb hew Ivigmhsg eat h use 
alone and sh was living m a G d f rsaken village 
alone and y t fo som ason the m e thought 
th t h and h m ght b I se to o e another and 
equals seemed itnposs bl and abs d In eality 
hf as airang d and human rel ti ns were com 
phcal d so utterly bey nd all understandmg that 
wh n n th u^ht bout it ne f It uncanny and 
o h art sa k 

A d t IS beyond U u ders^duig she 
thought why God give, b auty th s graaous- 
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neas and sad sweet ejes to weak unlucky use 
less people— why they are so charming 

Here we must turn off to the nght said 
Hanov getting into his carnage Goodbye’ 
I wish j ou all thmgs good ’ 

And again rfie thought of her pupds of the 
examination of the watchman of the School 
Council and when the ivind brought the sound of 
the retreating carnage these thoughts were 
mmgled with others She longed to think of 
beautiful eyes of love of the happiness which 
would never be 

His wife ? It was cold m the morning there 
was no one to heat th sto e the watchman 
disappeared the children came in as soon as it 
was light bringing m snow and mud and malung 
a noise it was all so inconvenient so comfortless 
Her abode consisted of one httle room and the 
kitchen dose by Her head ached every day 
after her work and after dinner she had heart 
bum She had to collect money from the school 
children for wood and for the watchman and to 
give It to the school guardian and then to entreat 
him — that overfed insolent peasant — for Gods 
sake to send her wood And at mght she dreamed 
of exammations peasants snowdnfts And this 
bfe was making, her grow old and coarse making 
her ugly angular and ai kwarck as though she 
were made of lead She was always afraid and 
she would get up from her seat and not venture 
to sit down m the presence of a member of the 
iSemstvo or the school guardian And she used 
fonnal deferential expressions when she spoke of 
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any one of them \nd no one thon ht her attinc 
ti e. and hi was pasan drearflj without nSec 
Uon. with ut fnenfly sympathy without mteiest 

in'^ acquaintances How awdul it would have been 

ui h r po-ition if h had fallen in lov e 

Hold on, \ assili Tia 
Again a Jiarp ascent uphill 
She hart beaim a schoolmistress froin necessity 
without feeliHo anj ocat n for t and she had 
n cr th u^t f a ocati n. f servin® the cause 
of enli htenm nt and t al ys seemed to 
that wh t was most importart in her work was not 
the children, c enliahtenment bnt tb ecamiua 
ti iu» And what tim had Jie f thinking of 
ocation, of '«mng th cause f cnl htemnent? 
Teachers, badlv paid doctors, and their assistants, 
with thei tembH bard w k, ha n t even the 
comfort f thinkir that they ar sersun^ an dea 
or the peopl as their heads are always stuped 
with thoughts of th IT daily bread of wood fo th 
fire, of bad oads. of illnesses Itisahard workin 
an mimterestmt, hf_ ard only silent, patient cart 
bors<^ like Marya \a-silye *na uld put up with 
it for long the h 1% nen Js, tmpres-ionabl 
people who talked about \ ocati a and service 

th idea were soon weary of it and gav up the 
wo'k 

Semyon kept p cki out the driest and shrrrtest 
way first by a meadow then by the backs f th 
tHag h ts but in on place tb peasants would 
not let them pass, m another t was the pnest s 
land ard they onld n t cros t m n ther I -an 
lono hdbouhtapotfomth landowner and 
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had dug a ditch round it They kept having to 
turn back 

They teached hizhneye Gorodi tche Near 
the tavern on the dung strewn earth where the 
snow was still lying there stood waggons that 
had brought great bottles of crude sulphunc acid 
There were a great man> people in the tavern all 
dnvers and there was a smell of vodka tobacco 
and sheepskins There was a loud noise of con 
versation and the banging of the sw mg do r 
Through the wall without ceasing for a m m nt 
came the sound of a concertina being pla> ed m the 
shop Marya Vassilycvna sat dow n and drank some 
tea while at the next table peasants were dnnking 
vodka and beer perspiring from the t a they had 
just swallowed and the stifling fumes of tl e tavern 
I say Kuzma ! voices kept shouting in con 
fusion What there ’ Tlie Lord bless us 

Ivan Dementyitch I can tell y ou that Look 
out old man I 

A httle pock marked man vith a black beard 
who was quite drunk was suddenly surprised by 
something and began using bad language 

What are you swearing at you there? 
Semyon who was sittmg some way off responded 
angrily Don t you see tlie young lady ? 

The young lady someone mimicked m 
another comer 
Swinish crow 

We meant nothing said the little man 
in confusion I beg your pardon We pay 
Viith out money and the young lady With hers 
Good morning I 
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Oo>^ n nwr rs red tl e k’ « L*r 
A i th V \ 3 r'rwt f«t ly 
M r\ \ hr»n In V 1 tr tfi w th tail nc 
lion ard t i rr rtl liFe the 

pns, nt t J il t It Vnf, about fire-wWl 
abo t 1 « wi! n 

sta\ old m n t h a d f on the r«t 
t blr tt » it V.1 win trrii fr n % >‘aio "'■e 

\V 1. t h s ptM it3«i,r UdN 
««h s 11 ht 

Tto d vr n Jh 

comtri; n th rs f; ^ f Ma %•» \ a ■s.hcvna 

sat o th k 1 lb t n t iF irro tbi C^. 

wl it th cc 1 na wtTt o f *a\ ^ nd pla^irfT 
Tt pat hns ( r t t rt on tl t 

thro they pa t ih t t the wall and 
d sappeared !t it; th r tr\ th n it was pad 

m do s Tl pr »a. t tit at t ble »«« 

R tt R read t r Tt I tie man somewhat 
ur tea 1 h w t p t JIaT> \a 1\ Tia and 
held t his 1 1 to her f t av» n hj example 

the others shook h ds ta at part r ard wert 
out alter thcr and th wtr^; door squeakwl 
nd lammed n t rnes 

\ as ilj esTia get r d> > n csl ed to he 

The\ set 0^1 \r 1 as»a n th j went at a walVin 
pac 

A I itl wl iJ back th s w b ildi i, school 
hcremth rNial cy G odt tch sad^'emion 
t m n„ round It was a w eked th that was 
don 

Why what ? 

They say the pre'id t p t a tboBsand n his 
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pocket and the school guardian another thou and 
m hi and the teacher five hundred 

The whole school only cost a thousand It s 
WTong to slander people grandfather That s all 
nonsense 

I don t know I only tell you what folks 
say 

But it was clear that Semyon did not believe 
the schoolmistres The pea ants did not believe 
her They always thou ht she eceued too large 
a salary twenty one roubles a month {hve would 
have been enough) and that of the money that 
she collected from the children for the hrewood and 
the watchman the greater part she kept for herself 
The guardian thought the sam a the peasants and 
he himself made a profit off the fir v ood and re* 
ccived payment f om the peasants for being a 
guardian — \ nthout the kno \ ledge of the authorities 
The forest thank God was behind them and 
now it would be flat open ground all the way to 
Vyazovye and there w as not far to go now They 
had to cross the nver and then the railv ay hnc 
and then Vyazovye was m s ht 

Where are you dr vmg ? Marya \ assilyevna 
asked Semyon Take the roai to the nght to 
the bndge 

Why we can go this way as well Us not 
deep enough to matter 

Mmd you don t drown the hors 
WTiat ? 

Look Hanov is dnv ng to the br dge said 
Marya Vissilyevna seeing the four horses far 
away to the nght It is he I think 
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It u S 1 d ! t frl lUk%i t at boxre 
WT at ri h a H ( It JVk h iv Lord intrc> 
«pon c He dn n f thrrc and wt at for? 

It * full) two mil r IT r H swat 
The) end 1 tl r r In (he tummrr it 

was 1 ttl tr am ra 1) c In wadin It 

us 1 11) dr ed up n A 1 , t but rovr after the 
pnni; flowl J was a n cr I rt\ f I m Ireadtt 

y d mini 1\ ncl Cold o ih I nW nd upl t 

up t the « at r th re n (rrd tj L of wlieeK 
JO It I dbcncoM-ll 

G n h ut dVn n lad xinisl) 

I gqtng snolaitl) t th d jerking h » 

Ilmwj a b rd dort T w -» (on 
The 1 orsc w nt n t tl w at p to 1 » bell) 
and toyped tut l \ ent g tn w th on 
dtort and M > a \ a U n « a arc of a keen 
ch U ncs tn h feet 

Go on sh toi h ut d gett rg p Co 
on t 

Tl c> E t out n tl c ba k 
Ntc me^s t is Lord lia e ireic) upon us 
m ttered S r > wtt g t j t tl h mess 

It s a perf -ct pi gu w th ll t o 

Her shoes a d g tod t. w r f 11 I t r 0 e 
lower pa t ( h r d es n 1 I h oat nd one 
lee were et ard d ipping th s ar and flo r 
fad g t w t and th t wa worst f all and Mar>-a 
\as5il) vn could only lasp h I nds m despair 
and say 

Oh, S'tny n Setny n H w ti esomc yoii 
e ally 1 ' 

Th ba w down t th ailwav crossj g 
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A tram was coming out of the station Mar>a 
Vassily e\na stood at the crossin'^ waiting till it 
should pass and shivcnn^, all over with cold 
\ja20vye was in SI ht now and th school with 
the green roof and the church vith its crosses 
flashing m the evening sun and the station win 
dows flashed too and a pink smoke rose from the 
engine and it seemed to her that e\ crythmg 
was trembling with cold 
Here was the tram the windows reflected the 
gleaming light like the crosses on the dmrcl it 
made her eves ache to look at them On the little 
platform between two first class carnages a lady 
was standing and Mary a \ashilyevna glanced at 
her as she p ssc 1 Her motl cr MTiat a resem 
blance kler mother had had just such luxuriant 
hair just SI ch a bro and ben 1 f the head And 
vnth ama n distinctness for the first time in 
those thirte n years there rose before her mind a 
vivid picture of her mother her fath r her brother 
their flat in Moscow the aquanum vith little 
fi h every thing to the tiniest detail she heard the 
sf und of the piano her father s v o ce she felt 
as she had be n then y oung good look ng well 
dressed in brij,ht warm room among her own 
people A feeling of joy and happiness suddenly 
came over her she pressed her hands to her 
temples m an ecstacy and called softly beseech 


And she began crying she did not know why 
Just at that instant Hanov d ove up with his team 
of four horses and s cm 1 im she imagined happi 
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sjcja S .1 lialtirverli! «tl smilrd *ni 
nulJ It h 15 n 1 and a ItienX and 
vw d t I 1} t h5'> infst, I It urrj'j 
w\5 I In ih W> 1 on all »t rs in the 

» nio» 1 il t Her father and motl « 

hat dll hal e5 r a school 

m 5t t^5. t w a 1 i«l fTuj itra « dtrani 
an I nj\ I It 1 55 V rd 
\ ulj r g t 

V J at once t 15 5 r h 1 T1 I nter n ^ 
55 1> used M % \ ! ra 1 1 cT g and 

numb vnth Id g l j i il at Th cartW*^ 

« tl tl f r crossed th ailM-a} I rc 

Setn> n f II «ed It Th & giulman took o'! 
hi cap 

^n^ h« 5 \ > ao •) Her w a c 
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A NEr\OUS BREAI DOW 
I 

\ MEDICAL Student call d Ma>er and a pupil of 
the Moscow School of Painting Sculpture and 
Architecture c lied Pjbnikov went one evcninj, 
to see their fnend Vassilyev a law student and 
sugeC'-ted that he should go with them to S 
Street For a long time Vas ilje\ would not 
consent to go but in the end he put on his great 
coat and went with them 
He knew nothin of fallen women except by 
hearsay and from books and he had never in his 
life been in the houses m \vh ch they live He 
knew that there are mmoral women who under 
the pressure of fatal circumstanc s — environment 
bad education po ert> indsoon — are forced to sell 
their honour for money They know nothing of pure 
love have no children have no civil n hts tt eir 
mothers and sisters veep over them as though they 
were dead scence treats of them as an evil men 
address them wnth contemptuous familiarity But 
in spite of all that they do not lose the semblance 
and image of God They all ackno vledge their 
sin and hope for salvat on Of the means that 
lead to salvation they can a a 1 themselves to the 
fullest extent Society it i tru will not forgive 
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p*opl th r f<a- 1 but 0 tb bt fit God **1 i 
of Eot r 1 j than the other saints Wbci 
t t i hapten d i Vijjaltcv in the street tn 
rtcr*^ jaL H ~ian a uch b\ b cr dress or 

her to-, er t se p tu. f in a conuc 
papt b a.w err IT je cd terj he had once 
read \ouri, nan p" e and s^lf sacnhci.^ 
lo falluwnna^lu her t becone his 
w fe s. <x. d n -urw "thj of 'och 

ha»’p nesi, t be?> poiaor 

\ S3d> t edin c fth d t ts torr ng 

ut f T rsV \ Boul "a d Wh -n he came oot 
cf th h se ih his wr f ds t was about 
I n l<xk Th firt u w had rot Jot’S 

falleu ud all rut wra» luidT U spell of the 
f esh«row TTcr wasth u J f nowmtheaJ 
th w cn. hed ft1> the feet th earth 

the roof th t th vut n th boulerard. 

escrjnhiEg wrao a„It «h.t lou^ and th made 
th houses look quit di. erert from th day 
before th tree lamp birmcd m re bn htlj the 
a was m r t an_pa.ciit th carnages nintfcled 
with a deeper o andw th the f esh. l^ht froetj 
ai a feeli* g stnred in th soul k n to the white 
youthful feathery \g mst my will an 

on-eeu f rce, humned th merhcal tud nt in 
his agreeable tenor h led me to these mournful 
-bores 

Bch Id the null th artist seconded 

him, m rums now 

Beh Id th null la rums now the 
medical udeat epeated, ra his ey brows and 
• ■ ha * — bi» head moumi Ilj 
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He paused rubbed his forehead trying to re 
incmber the words and then sang aloud so \ ell 
that passers by looked round 

H ja d y h I as frpe 

Lo f f tt d g ted sn 

The three of them went mto a restaurant and 
without tabm" oH their greatcoats drank a couple 
of glasses of vodka each Before drmking the 
second glass Vasjljev noticed a hit of cork in his 
vodka rai ed the glas to his ejes and gazed into 
it for a long tune scre\ving up his si ortsighted 
eyes The medical student did not understand 
his expression and said 

Come why look at it ^ No philosophizing 
please Vodka is. given us to be dronk sturgeon 
to he eaten women to be vi ited snow to be 
walked upon For one evening anyi live like 
a human being t 

But I haven t said anything said 

Vassil>ev laughing Am I refusm^, to? 

There v as a warmth mside him from the vodka 
He looked with softened feelmgs at his fnends 
admired them and envied them In these strong 
healthy cheerful people bow wonderfully balanced 
everything is how fmi bed and mooth is every 
thing m their minds and souls They sing and 
have a passion for the theatre an 1 draw and talk 
a great deal and d mk and they don t ha e 
headaches the lay after they are both poetical 
and debauched both soft and hard they can w otk 
too and be indignant and laugh v ithout reason 
and talk nonsense they are warm honest self 
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_acn*ic rg and as ircn aic m ro w aj inftnor to 
hms if \assiJ>«rv who td ed over c\cr> step 
he toot and even word he tittered who was 
fastidious a d ca t u- and readv to nusc evers 
tnfl to th lev 1 fa problem Ard he longed 
f r one e enm t 1 as hi fn n Is did to open 
out to 1 t hin'^lf loose f n ti» ovrn control 
If vodka had t be dm k he would dnnk it 
Ih t,h his head w >uM be pi it next morning 
if h were talc n t tl » m n be w uld g He 
w uld laugh flat the 1 ol gaiH etpo d to the 
passing ad ance^i of st t, th t eet 

H went ut f th c"t t I aghirg Hr 
1 ked Im fnend-. — r a cm_h lb d bninnied 
hat with an fleet t f art tic u t d ness the 
Ihcr in a seal k cap am r t poor though be 
aflected to belon t th Ikihcm f leant DC 
He liked th w th pal licet lamps th harp 
black t ack 1 ft a th f t w bj the feet of 
the passe s-bj H 1 ked th ai d cspeciaJlj 
thalhmpid tend na e as t were gin I tone 
which can be seen n n tur onlj tw ce in the jear 
— when ever^thi g t. co red « th sn w and in 
spruitj on bright dajs and moonlight evenings 
when the ic breaks n th n e 


will aa taown force 
to hes» e arnfal horoc 


he hummed in an nd rt 
And th tun fo som 
hi» fne ds all th waj 
hummed it mechan call> 
ar ther 


ease hau ted him and 
d all three f them 
n t in t me w th one 
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Vas ilyev s una ination Avas picturing how in 
another ten minutes he and his fnends would 
knock at a door how b3 little dark passages and 
dark rooms they would steal m to the women 
how talan^, advantage of the darkness he would 
stnke a match w ould hght up and see the face of 
a martyr and a guilty simle The unknown fair 
or dark would certainly have her hair down and 
be wearing a white dressing jacket she would be 
panic stricken by the hght would be fearfully 
confused and would say For Cods sake what 
are >ou doin"! Put it out ! It would all be 
dreadful but mteresting and new 

II 

The fnends turned out of Trubnoy Square into 
Gratchevka and soon reached the side street 
which Vassilyev only knew by reputation Seeing 
two rows of houses with bnghtl> li hted windows 
and wide-open doors and hearing gay strains of 
pianos and violms sounds which floated out from 
every door and mingled in a trance chaos as 
though an unseen ordiestra were tumn^ up in the 
darkness above the roof Vassiljev was surpnsed 
and said 

What a lot of houses ’ 

That snothin^ said the medical student In 
London there are ten tunes as many There are 
about a hundred thousand such vomen there 

The cabmen were sitting on their bo\es as 
calmly and indifferently as in any other side street 
the same passers-b> were walk ng alon® the pa\e 
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ment as la other streets. No one tras horrjT- 
no 1 was hi-.-rg h.5 face in hia coat -oollar no one 
shocK his h'^d reproachfuUv And ic this 

imL^iemcc to the couj ch os of pianos and 
\aj!ir_ to the bn bt windows and wide-open 
doors, there was a feelin^ of somethin ei> open 
nso reckless, and deAiJ maj -care. ProbabI} 
was as gaj and n .si at the la e-marketS in 
tbei. day and people s fa es and rotAcmenJ 
showed t.iC same u-doi e^cc 

Let in. begi frtm the beoinmrt., -aid the 
art it 

Th fne<d> went nto a narrow passage lighted 
by a lir-p w ih a rel’ecto' ^^'h«l they opened 
the doo m a ba k coat with an unshaven 
face Ik a fn-key d leepy lor ki 4» eyrs 
got uplazl fcTiayUvisoa the hall The 
place .rr It 1 Ut.ndry w h an ooou f ne«nir 
la add ti’^ A t»>‘ f on ihe hall led into a 
bntjhtly Lt-hted oom The medical student and 
the an t rop-wd at Ih doo- and crarin their 
ceck* peeped int the oooi 

Pnona sera, ign^n n y to— bu«^otti — 
tra T beran ih artis with a theatrical bow 
II var i—taraA «v-p t I« said the 
V' d.ca] s 1 t, pres t h ea^ to his breast 
d boain low 

wass andn t-d dtlem Hewoall 
ha e 1 1 ed t make tueatn-al !>■ j( and sa\ scane- 
th — ,y too tnib nij sm let., f It an awkward 
res.! that was i ard waited ir-pat entlv 

f f w-at w -jJ hap t 3rt 

\ I tlk fa-f Cl I cl s ntem or eigh eerv with 
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hort hair in a short b ht blile frock with 1 bunch 
of white nbbon on her bosom appeared m the 
doorway 

Why do you stand at the door ? she said 
Take off your coats and come into the drawing 
room 

The medical student and the artist still talking 
Italian went into the draw in room Vassilyev 
followed them irresolutely 

Gentlemen take ofl \ our coats ' the flunkey 
said sternly you can t go in like that 
In the drawing room there \ as bes des the 
girl another woman very stout and tall with a 
foreign face and bare arms She v as sitting near 
the piano laying out a game of patience on her 
lap St e took no notice v hatever of the visitors 
Where are the other young lad es ? asked 
the medical student 

They are having their tea said the fair girl 
Stepan she called go an 1 tell the young 
ladles some students have come 

A little later a third youn lady came mto the 
room She was weann a bright red dress with 
blue stripes Her face \as painted thickly and 
unsl ilfully her brow v as hidden under her hair 
anl there was an unblmkin frightened stare in 
her eves As she came in she b gan at once 
singing some song in a coar e powerful contralto 
After her a fourth appeared and after her a 
fifth 

In all this Vassil j ev saw notl m new or interest 
mg It seemed to him that tl at room the jiano- 
the looking glass in its cheap gilt frame the 
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bunch of V hltc r bbon the tJrcis with the blue 
stnpcs an i the bl nk ind f exent ( he had 
seen befoi a d mor than nc O! It c daik 
ness th iknce the ectecj the guilty tmile of 
all that he had expected t meet here and had 
dreaded h s w n tr 

E er> th ng \ "as ord nar> p o-aic an 1 umntcr 
cstmg On!> ne th ng f intl> stirr d ht cuno* 
sjty — Ihct mble asitwereint nt nalJy designed, 
bad taste hich t as tasibl m th corn ces in the 
absurd p ctures n th dres es i th bunch of 
nbb n There as som th g h ctcristi and 
peculiar m this bad taste 

il w poo and stupid t all is ih ught \ as U 
je\ ^\h3t s th n all this trumpery I see 
now th t can tempt a norm 1 man and exate I ira 
to c mnut the borr ble n 1 buy ng a human 
bang for a rouble ? I d r tar d y m f th 
sake of splend r bea ty gr e passi n ta le 
but what is th he’ h t there he e 
worths nmng fo ? B t onem st t th nk 
Beardy treat m t some porter said the 
fair gul address ng h m 
Vassily cv was at once overcome ith confa ion 
W th pleasure h sa d bowing politely 
Only excuse me madam I I vion t dr nk 
with y u 1 d n t dnnk 
rv mi utes later th fnends w nt off into 
anoth r ho so 

Why did y u ask f po t ? said the medical 
stud nt angnly \\h t a m 11 air ! \ u 
hav thi wn ay s X roubles f eason hat 
ever — s mply waste ! 
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If she \\ants it whj rot let her have the 
pleasure? said Vassiljev justif5ang himself 

You did not gi\e pleasure to her but to the 
’Sladam fhej arc told to ask the \isitors to 
stand them treat because it is a profit to the 
iceper 

Behold the mill hummed the artist 

m rums now 

Going into the next house the friends stopped 
m the hall and did not go into the dra\ ang room 
Here as m the first hou c a figure m a bhek coat 
uith a sleepy face 1 ke a flunkey s got up from a 
sofa ijj the hall Looking at this flunkey at his 
face and bis sh abb j black coat \asilye thought 
WTiat must an ordinar> simpl Pu sian have 
gone through b fore fate flung him do m as a 
flunkey here ? WTiere had he be n b fore and 
vihat had t e done ? WTiat was av a ting him ? 
Was he married > WT ere \\ as his mother and 
did she know that he w as a s rvant he e ? And 
\assiljev could not help particularly noticing the 
flunkey m each hou e In one of the houses — 
he thought it was the fourth — there v\a a little 
spare f^ looking flunkej with a watchchain on 
his waistcoat He w as reading a newspaper and 
took no notice of them when they v\ ent in Look 
mg at his face Vassilyev for ome reason thought 
that a man with such a face might steal mi ht 
murder might bear false atness But the face 
was really inter sting a big forehead grey e>es 
a little flattened nose thin comp essed lips and 
a blankly stupid and at the same time insolent 
expression like that of a > oung harrier overtaking 
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a bare r wtf Id be mcc to 

torch tiLj rna s biiT to *ee ^rhc Jj*r i wn, 

o- coarv* It tnu» b* coor^ Ule a 


III 

HaviE drc*.!. twx> glasses of po^er the artist 
bccaine 'odi.enlj t ps* a. d gre'*’ ii*iiiatnrally 
Ij elv 

Lets go t a^th'T h -a^d pcreniptorilt 
wavm^ his hand - 1 will taV ) '~a to the best 

o^e 

Wlira he h d br o-di hia In d> t the hcosc 
wbtJi lo h- opinion was th bes he declared hiS 
£rm tntecd n of danen a qnadrule The 
mtd-cal tnd-eat grmbl“d rm-ethL-q abeirt, theu’ 
ha to pay t mna eiar>^ a onblw, bnt aerced 
to be his r i-a « Thei be^aa dancu^ 

It was jnst as nart in d bes hjose as the 
«orst Here there were ]ii-t the ar^ loo^in'^ 
glasses a„d pxtnres. the sam nyles f eciSnre and 
dres». Ijcxjtinj, '•'’d at the fnirushiE'' I th 
rooms and th cos nines. \ a_Jyes eaLxed that 

this was no<‘ Ldr cf tas hnl sem t that 

Et.gbt be called th taste, and e^en th «tyl cf 
S Street, which could n t be foiled ebewhere 
— eosrethn.'^ i,,t tional la s css not ca 
denial, bn eaberated la th cciir^ of sTais. 
Af er h had been m ei»h h ii»es he wa» no loc"^ 
saipTasd at th oo oar f L. d.es'os, at th loiio, 
trains, th gaedy ribbons, th sjlcr dresses, a, d 
th thxji. parpJlh ro_* n th chee^ h saw 
that t all h.ja to be lie th,a, that if a sm e ae 
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ol the women had hcen dressed hke a human hem 
or jf there had been one decent engravin on the 
wall the general tone ol the whol street would 
have suffered 

IIow unskilfully thej ell themsci es he 
thought How can thej fad to understand that 
vice IS only alluring when it 1 beautiful and hidden 
when it w ears the mask of i tuc ? Modest 
black dresses pale faces mournful sm les and 
darkness would he far more effective than this 
clumsy taw dnness Stipdth s If they don t 
understand it of tliems l\cs iht \i itors might 
surely ha\e taught th m 
A young lady m a Polisli dr ss edg d with wh te 
fur came up to him and sat down beside I m 

You nice da k man \ hy aren t you dancing? 
she asked Why are you so dull ? 

Because it i dull 

Treat me to some Lafttc T1 n it wont 
he dull 

\assilyev made no answer He was dent for 
a 1 ttle and then asked 

What time do y ou get to kep ? 

At SIX o clock 

And what time do you get up ? 

Sometimes at two and sometimes at tl rce 

And \ hat do you do when you get up ? 

We have coffee and at s x odocl we have 
dinner 

\nd what do y ou have for d nner ? 

Usually soup beef teak and des ert Our 
tnadam keeps the girls well But why do you 
ask all this ? 
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Oh jost to talk 

Vassiljev Ion ed to talk to the >oung lady 
about man> things He felt an intense desire to 
find out wh h came from whether her parents 
were h mg and whether they kne% that she was 
her how she had rome nto this house wh ther 
she wer cheerful and satisfied sad and opp essed 

by gloomy thoughts whether sh h ped som day 
t g t out of her pres nt position But h 

could not think how t begin or in what shape 
to put his questions so as not t seem impertment 
He thought fo a 1 tim and asked 
How old are you ^ 

El bty th y un lady jested looking with 
a lau h at the ant cs of the a t t as h dan ed 
All at once sh burst out 1 u h g at somethin 
a d uttered a 1 ng cymcal sentence loud en u h 
t be heard by es er\ o \ assily was aghast 
and n t knowing h w t look, g nstramed 

smile, H was the nly on who smiled all th 
others his fnentL^ the musicians the w men did 
not ven glance towards his ei^hbout b t seemed 
not to ha beard her 

Stand me som Lafitt his hbour said 
a am 

\ assily V fJt a epulsi n f h wh t fur and 
f r her voce and walked away from her It 
seemed to him h t nd stifi ng and his h art began 
throbbu lowly but viol tly 1 ke a hammer — 
on two three 

Let ns go away he said pulling the artist 
by hu slet 

ait a htti let m fiiudi 
W’hQe the art t and the med cal student were 
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fimshiig the quadrille to avoid looking at the 
women Vassilyev scrutmwed the musiaans A 
respectable lookm old man in pectacles rather 
like Marshal Bazame was playing the piano a 
young man with a lair beard dressed in the latest 
fashion was playing the violn The >oung man 
had a face that did not look stupid nor exhausted 
but intelhgent jouthful and fresh He lasdre-^sed 
fancifully and with taste he plaj ed with feehng 
It %vas a mj'stery how he and the respectable 
looking old man had come here Ho w as it they 
\ ere not ashamed to sit here ? \Miat w ere they 
thinking about when they looked at the women ? 

If the Mohn and the piano had been placed by 
men m rags looking hungrj (loomy drunken 
with dissipated or stupid faces then one could 
have understood their p esence pe haps As it 
was \assil>ev could not understand it at all 
He recalled the story of the fallen v oman he had 
once read and he thought no v that that human 
figure with the guilty sm le had nothing m common 
watt what he as seeing now It seemed to hun 
that he was seemt, not fallen \ omen tut some 
different i orld quite apart al en to him and in 
comprehensible if he had seen this world before 
on the sta e or read of it m a book he would not 
have beheved in it 

The woman w th the v hite fur hurst out lau hing 
again and uttered a 1 athsome sentence m a loud 
voice A feelmg of disgust took po ession of him 
He flushed enmson and went out of the room 
Wait a minute v e are commg too 1 the artist 
shouted to him 
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WTul we we d-ucm a*d the irwEcal 
studert as th % all three went out into the street 
I had a cn rsat on with tnj partner 
tal ed boat her hret n:a> He tli hero 
waj a r t t t ‘'molens with a wif and 
ft e chn-T n Sh was -^entce and h U cd 
vnth h«T papa a d raamira, who v’ld «oap and 
candies 

How dir* h her heart a^Led \ s_ilyev 
Ev penman n t bl -in derd thes f r 
her WTi- t 

k. wh^t gthii partn tt)r> out 
of h thou 'It \ 1\ bf nt th ro dical 
todent B Id t know I t 
I 1 an g in h ui h ^ d 
^\•h t for 

Beoau-e I d n t L. w bow t beha here 
Bes dcs I am bo ed, dirgiLted tMiat ther 
amnsnij, m t If thej were human bei gs — 
but th y are sa a es and animaLi I am goi g 
do as jcn lA 

Con Gruha, Gngorj darh g said 

th arti-t in a tea f 1 cce. h ggiCo \a_iljeT 
com along Let s g to n more tog ther and 
dannation tak them Please do Grisha 

They persuaded \«ssJ} v and led ft n up a 
taiTcaa' In the carpet and th gilt bamstere 
in the porter wno opened th door and to th 
panel* that deco ted th hall th sane S 
Street *tyl was pparent but cam d to a greater 
pcriectioa m impiTTng 
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I really ^\iU go home! said Vassiljev as he 
was taking off his coat 

Come come dear boj said the artist and 
he kissed him on the neck Don t be tiresome 
Gn gn be a good comrade ' \\ e came 
together we \sill go back to^^cther WTiat a beast 
you are really 1 

I can wait for jou in the street I think it s 
loathsome reallj 

Come come Grisha If it 1 loathsome 

you can obser\ e it Do j ou understand ? You 
can observe ! 

One must take an ob] ct e \ iv of tbmgs 
said the medical student gra\ elj 

Vassilyev ^vent into the dr win^ room and sat 
down There were a numb r of ws tors m the 
room besides him and I is fnend ti\o infantry 
officers a bald grej haired g ntl man in spectacles 
two beardless youths from the inst tute of land 
surveying and a very tipsy man nho locked 
like an actor All the >oung ladies were taken 
up 11th these visitors and paid no attention to 
Va silyev 

Only one of them d essed \ I Atda glanced 
side a>s at him smiled nd said yarning A 
d rk one has come 

■Vassily ev heart was th obbmf and his face 
burned He felt ashamed before these visitors 
of bis presence her and he felt disgusted and 
rai erable He was tormented bv the thou^^ht 
that he a de ent and lov ng man (such as he had 
hitherto consid re 1 hunsclf) hated these s o nen 
and felt nothing but repulsior to\ ird them He 
* 3 
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felt ptty neither for the women nor tl e tnt^iaans 

nor the flunkc^s 

It s beca <e I am not trying to understand 
them h th ghl Ih y are all more like 
animals than hum beinqs but of course they 
a c hum n be np ail Ih «am they i ave soul 
O c must u d rstand th m nd th n judge 

Gnsba. d n t g ait f r us the artist 

sh uted to him and disappc ed 

The medical st dent disappeared soon after 
kesv on must mak an ft rt t understand 
ne mustn t be 1 ke th \ assils went 

on th nk g 

A d h began gai g at ea I of U w men w th 
trained alt nt looking f a guilty smile 
But cither h did n t kn w h t ead th f ces, 
or not o f these w m f It h rself to be guilty 
h ead on e eiy f thm b t a blank expres- 
s on of eryday nlgar bored m and ompl 
ccncy Stupid f ces t p d mUcs. harsh tup d 

oices, insolent m m ts and oth ng Ise 

Appa enlly ch of them had t th past romance 
with an accountant based on u d clothes i r 
lifty roubles and looked f n oth ch rm in the 
present but c flee dinn r of three courses, wines 
quadrilles sleepmg till tw m th afternoon 
Fmding no guilty sm 1 \ as.il> e\ began to look 

wh tber there was n t o t Ui ent f ce And 
his att t on was caught by on pale, ther sleepy 
exhausted looki g f ce It was a dark 

woman, n t very young weanrg a dress covered 
vath pangles Ji was sittm n an easy -chair 
looking t th floo lost m thought \assdycv 
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walked from one comer of the room to the other 
and as though casually sat down beside her 
I must begin with something trivial he 
thought and pass to what is serious 

\Vhat a pretty dress j on have 1 and with his 
finger he touched the gold fnn^e of her fichu 
Oh IS it ? said the dark woman list 

lessly 

What province do you come from ? 

I ? From a distance From Tcher 

nigov 

A fine province It s nice there 

Any place eems nice when one is not in 

It 

It s a pity I cannot describe nature thou ht 
Vassilyev I might touch her by a description 
of nature in Tchcmigov No doubt she loves the 
place if she has been born there 
Are you dull here ? he as! ed 
Of course I am dull 

Why don t you go away from here if you are 
dull 7 

Where should I go to 7 Go begging or 
what ? 

Be ging would be easier than living here 
How do y ou kno V that ? Have y ou begged ? 
\es \ hen 1 hadn t the money to studv 
Even if X hadn t any one could understand that 
A be gat 1 anyway a free man and you are a 
slave 

The dark woman stretched and watched with 
sleepy yes the footman who w’as bn ging a tray- 
ful of lasses and selt er w ater 
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St d me a of port r he said and 
yaw ed gai 

p rt r th nght \ as il>c And what 
jurb th ormthr alkd n at this moment ? 
What would > u say > And wh t would they 
3 > Ther w Id 1 porter then I m in 
All at or th re was the «ou d of eepicf 
From th adjoining cx-m f m which the footman 
had bron ht th It w ter a f i man ith a 
ed face a d a 'ny yes an m qu kl\ He was 

foil wed bv th tall l ut m dam who was 
h utmg a shnil 

N body has g n you lea c to lap gi L. on 

the check ^\e ha t bett th you 

a d th y don t fi 1 1 Imjx/sto 

A hub ub ar e \ asa ly w fnghtened 

and turned pale In the xt oom th e was the 

•^und of b tt r g uu weep a th h of 

someo insulted And he ealired th t there 

were eal peop! h her wl o 1 k peopl very 
where else felt nsuJt d suS ed cpt and cned 
for h Ip Th feeling f opp es i h t and 

d^gust gave w y to an cute fech f p ty and 
an ainst the ggresso He ru hed i to th 
room her ther was weep A oss \ s of 

bottles n a marbi top t bl he iLstm-niished a 
sufienn f ce wet with tears str tcled o t lus. 
h nds t wards that fa c took a step to ards the 
tabl b t at once drew b ck m horr The 
weeping gi 1 w s drunk 

A he mad biswythr bthn y crowd 
gather d bout th fair m n h h art sank and he 
f It fnghtened Uk a child and it seemed to h m 
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that m this alien incomprehensible world p ople 
wanted to pursue him to beat him to pelt him 
with filthy words He tore down his at 

from the hatstand and ran headlong downstairs 

\ 

Leaning ainst the fence he stood near the 
house waiting f r hts fncnds to come out The 
sounds of the pianos and aolms gay reckless 
insolent and mournful mingled in the air in a 
sort of chaos and th s tin Ic of s und seemed 
again like an unseen orche t a tunm^ up on the 
roofs If one looked upi ard into the darkness 
the black background was all span led s nth white 
moving spots it as snow falU As the snow 
flakes came into the 1 ght the> floated round 
laz ly m the air like do\ m and st 11 more lazily 
fell to the ground The sno vflakes whirled 
thickly round \ assilyev and hung up n his beard 
his ej clashes hjs ej bror s Th cabmen 

the horses and the pas ers by w ere \ hite 

And how can tl e sn w fall m this street 1 
thought \ assilyev Damnat n take these 
houses 

His legs seemed t be giving \ a> from fatigue 
simply from having run dov m H e stairs he gasp d 
for breath as thou h he had been climbinj, uphill 
his heart beat so loudly that he could hear it 
He was consumed 1 > a desire to get out of the 
street as quickly as possible and to go home but 
even stron e was his desire to wait for his com 
panions and v ent upon them his oppressive feeling 
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There was mu-b he d d not onderstard ic these 
bosses the seals of ruired women were a Ej-*tety 
to him as tw ore bnt it was clear to hitn that the 
th 3-5 ss as far w rse than could has e been bcljcrcd- 
If that si-^ful woman who had po soaed herself 
was called fallen, it was d-^cult to fcid a httios 
cam f r all these wh wer da. an., cow to this 
tangle f sou d d utten g long loathseme 
sentences. The> w t on ih road to ru-n. 
but ru oed 

There is vice h thju hi but ther con 
saouj ess of -in o^ h pe f -al t on Thej are 
sold and bought, steeped in wi c and bominations. 
wWe they lile _heep ar tupid indidcrent and 
don t understand- My God Mj God 

It was clear to h m too that everything that 
IS called huma- dignitj personal n hts the Divin 
image and semblance, w re d filed to their very 
Asosdaj ons— to tiio rj dr/row ss 
jsy — and tb t not only the st eet ard the stopid 
wom'm were respoT_ible for it 

A group of 1 dents white with now pa.jcd 
him lau^in^ and taUcm gaily o e a tall thin 
fellow topp^ glanced int ^ assily ev s f ce. and 
said in a drunhen v oe 

On of c> A bit on old man > Aha ha 
Never mind, ha a good time Don t be down 
hearted, old chap 

H took \as_ Ijev bs the boulder and pressed 
hi» cold wet moustacb against his cheek, then be 
s. pped, taggered, and. wav n^ both hand* cned 
Hold on Don t upset 

And laughing he antoovert ke bs compamons. 
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Through the noii^e came the sound of the artjst s 
voice 

Dont >ou dare to hit the women I wont 
let vou damnation take v ou * V ou scoundrels 
The medical student appeared n the doorway 
He looked from side to side and seeing Vassilyev 
said in an agitated voice 

\ou here! I tell >ou its really impossible 
to go anywhere with Yegor What a fellow he 
IS ! I don t understand him He has got up a 
wcene ! Do y ou hear ? \ egor he shouted at 

the door \ egor 

I won t allow you to hit women ! the artist s 
piercing voice sounded from above Something 
heavy and lumbeniit, rolled down the tairs It 
was the artist falling headlong Evidently he had 
been pushed do v nstairs 

He picked him elf up from tl e ground shook 
his hat and wnth an angry and indignant face 
brandished his fist tov ards the top of the stairs 
and shouted 

Scoundrel Torturers ! Bloodsuckers I I 
won t allow you to hit them To hit a weak 
drunken woman Oh jou brutes! 

\ gor Come \ egor ! the med cal 

student be an implonn him I give you ray 
word of honour 1 11 never come wnth you again 
On my i ord of honour I von t 
Little by little the art st vas pacified and the 
trends vent homeward 

Again t my will an unkno vn force hummed 
the medical student has led me to tl ese mourn 
M shores 
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Beh Id the mill the artist chuned in a little 
later in ratns no-^ What a lot of spots Holy 
Mother Gnsha h> did sou go? '^oo are a 
tank a regular old woman 

\ a_silj ev V alked behind his cempan ons. looked 
at their backs and th ht 

One of two th n s either we onlj fanc> pros- 
titnti n IS an e U and we xa gerate it of if 
prosUt t n ealij isasgeatan Uasis generaDj 
as-amed, these dear fnend f in e ar as meeb 
sli CKiw CIS, VI tat IS and murder r as the in 
habitant of Sj la nd Cair that ar desaibcd 
m the Ne a \ th > ar sir-nng lao bmg 

talki g sense bth ntthvint been cxplo tin 

hurg m an e and tup ditj > ibes b e — 1 
has been tness It Wh t is th -c of 
their burr nity th«*] m d ci e the pamtin ? 
The 'cience art ^ d 1 ftj ■^^ntim ts f these 
soni-df&ti "iets t m. d m, f the y ece C Vsacon 
n the storj T o bn ands m d red a beggar 
m a forest th y began han his 1 thes between 
them and fou d nailer a p e f baoon 

\\ 11 found, -aid f them I t tis h a 
bt What d y nmean^ II w ca jon cned 
th th in f Ha \ forg tt n th t 

to-day W edne^ j > And thej w uld n t t 
t Aft mnrd nn a m n thes cam oot f th 
f rest in th him co cti n that th v we e keep 
th fast In the same "av these men af er 
bojm wem n g th ir waj imaguung that th j 
arc art! ts and men f sa nee. 

Li tea h said sharply and angrily WTiy 
do jon come hr’ I it pos ble— u t poe- bl 
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jou dont Tinderstand how horrible it is? Vour 
medical boobs tell you that e\ery one of these 
women dies prematurely of consumption or some 
thinj, art tells you that morally th y are dead 
even carUer Ev ery one of them dies because she 
has in her time to entertain five hundred men on 
an average let us say Each one of them is 
killed by five hundred men bou are among 
tho e fi\e hundred ! If each of you in the course 
of your lives visits thi place or others like it two 
hundred and fifty time it follows that one woman 
is killed for e\ ery t\ o of you ' Can t y ou under 
stand that ? Isn t it hornbJe to murder two of 
you three of y ou f e of y ou a fool sh hungry 
woman Ah ! 1 n t t a\ ful my God 1 

I knew t would end like that the artist 
said frowning V c ou lit not to hav e gone with 
this fool and ass \ ou imagine y ou have grand 
notions in your head no\ ideas don t you ? 
No it s the dev 1 knows \ hat 1 ut not ideas \ ou 
are lookmp at me now with hatr d and repul ion 
but I tell you it s better you hould set up twenty 
more houses like those tl an look 1 ke that There s 
more vice m your express on than m the \ hole 
street ! Come aJoiit, Volodya let him go to the 
devil He s a fool and an ass and that s all 

We human beings do murder each other 
said the medical student It s immoral of 
course but pliilosophiang doesn t help it Good 
by 1 

At Trubnoy Square the fnends said goodbye 
and parted WTien he was left alone Vassily ev 
strode rapidly along the boulevard He felt 
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tr h retd cl til -irW m 1 the trcnr w ^ 
wis W T* u hrav\ fldc« ot th gr und, 
secT'd u thori^ It vrtju 1 cti PT cp Uy* -viiote 
world b fdt fnffbtretd ! th street la«p* 
shinj* vndi pa> L^t throo h the ckmds c! *ro«r 
Ills fc^ul seas posse* ytd b »n c ccooataUti 
fa,ct hearted terror I assers-bs came towards 
bon f cm t me t to- bot I t-osed to 

one I $ee''''d t him tbit wtr- n rton tr’t 
worren were ocm g 1 cm aj rs and start* 
at btm 

It f bcgjitnin, t th t I am going to 
hare a bteakdrwn 

\l 

At bom he la cm h b«l ard aid hodt^em*-? 
all tner Thm ar ali M Hv Cod, 
those women aL 

H eiuxrtim. "d t mammal n II sorts of 
waj-s t p rt himself di b'other f a faC« 
sromai, or ber f th« thre faLre uoman herself 
with her parted c„ee*j ard t aH mjsed him 
to horror 

It seemed t b*m that h m t settl the question 
at one t all uast and that thr q estjon was cot 
one that <Ld ot cemeem h m but vpa» his own 
personal problem. If mad an immense effort 
repressed hts desj^ and. ttm, on th bed. 
held- hi head w ha ha s. beo-.^ the king how 
on crold sa n th mcr b b d een that 
day The ic-thxi fo ttackirg pr b cm of all 
ki dswas ash was an educated man. well known 
tohmi And howeser ernted h wash strctly 
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adhered to that method He recalled the history 
of the problem and its literature and for a quarter 
of an hour he paced from one end of the room to 
the other trying to remember all the methods 
practised at the present time for saving women 
He had v erv many good friends and acquaintances 
who li\ ed m lodgings in Petersburg Among 

them were a good many honest and self sacnficmg 
men Some of them had attempted to sa\c 
women 

All these not \ ery numerous attempts 
thought Vassily ev can be divided into three 
groups Some after buying the woman out of 
the brothel took a room for her bought her a 
sewing machine and she became a sempstress 
And whether he wanted to or not after having 
bought her out he made her his mistress then 
when he had taken his degree he w ent away and 
handed her into the keeping of some other decent 
man as though she \ ere a thing And the fallen 
1 Oman remained a fallen \oman Others after 
buying her out took a lodging apart for her 
bought the ine\ itable se\ mg machine and tried 
teaching her to read preachmg at her and giving 
her books The woman bved and sewed as long 
as it was interesting and a ro\clty to her then 
getting bored began receiving men on the sly 
or ran away and went back where she could sleep 
till three o clock dnnk coffee and have good 
dinners The third class the most ardent and 
self sacrificing had taken a bold resolute step 
They had mamed them And when the insolent 
and spoilt or stupid and crushed animal became 
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a wife Hi held of a h ustl oM and aflnwardi 
a mother It tun Uicrtl ! xi te cean lattilcdc 
tohfeup^d d vTi eolh tit waiU dtotecoprue 
th fallen w m altcrw rd n tl t fe and the 
moth r ^ -» marn gc was tl I t an I I'ctinps 
the only m ns , , j 

But it IS mpossibl \a he sail alo o 
and be sank po 1 1 b«l I t t gm with, 

could not many n T 1 tl i one mu I he 

a sa nt an 1 be 1 1 t 1 1 I i d r pul ion 

But suppos gtl tl tl 1 al t 1 nt nltlie 
art St ml te c<l r>tl i I ! m y them— 

suppose tl y w 11 1 I at uld he 

the result^ The It n 15 l<c tl t wld* 
here in M jsco th > r lx. m ri 1 some 
Smol n k u t t « M Iv d b ching 
a other ItaJtltli llbi t earning 
here t fill tl ac- nt pi -s t jr th r w tl others 
from Sar tvNl NgxlUs-w 
And what s t d th th 1 1 ed tl oo 

sand in Lond n? \\1 t c t 1 with those 
in Hambu g ? 

The lamp nwhchtholhdb td nbean 
t smok ^as lyevdd tn uc it He began 
paang to and f gam till th nk g Now he 
p t th quest n diff ntly hat mu t b^ do c 
th t fallen worn lo Id t be redii For 
that t essential that tl m n % ho buy 
them d d them t de th si ould feel all 
the imm rality f thnr h e n n la i g them 

d h uld h fied One mu t sa the 
men 


0 e 0 


nee tl at 


td nythi gbj tand-c 
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IS dear thought Vassiljev The onlj 

way out of it is n» sionarj \ork 

And be began to dream how he would the next 
evening stand at the comer of the street and say 
to every pas er bj ^\^lere are you going and 
what for ? Have some fear of God 

He would turn to the apathetic cabmen and say 
to them Why are >ou staying here? Why 
aren t you rev olted ? Why aten t y ou indignant ? 
I suppo e you believe m God and know that it is a 
sin that people go to hell for it ? Wliy don t you 
speak ? It IS true that they are strangers to you 
but you know even they have fathers brothers 
like yourselves 

One of Vassilyev s fr end had once said of him 
that he was a talented man There arc all sorts 
of talents — talent for wt ting talent for the stage 
talent for art but he had a peculiar talent — a 
talent for / umantty He possessed an extra 
ordinarily fine del cate c nt fo pain m ge eral 
As a good actor reflects in himself the mo ments 
and voice of othc s so \assilyev c utd efi ct in 
h s soul the sufferin s of otl ers \Vhen 1 e saw 
tears he wept beside a sick man he felt sick 
himself and moaned if he saw an act of vi lence 
he felt as thou h he himself ere the victim of it 
he V as fnghtened as a child and in h s fn lit ran 
to help The pain of others w orked on his nerv es 
excited him roused him to a state of freniy and 
soon 

WTictler this friend were n ht I dont know 
but what \assilyev expen need hen he thought 
this question v as settl^ v as someth ng 1 ke insp 
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rahcn He cned a. d Ln^bed, spo e alfl d tie 
wrords that be si old saj r it day felt a fervent 
kr- for tborf who wodd Lst a to hua ard voo-d 
stvXd bead hl^^ at the corner of the Ireet to 
p each he sat down to wnt letters raade vows 
to hjaself 

AD thjs was hk iit>ptrat on also from the fact 
that It d-d t I — t I ^ \ass1l5ev was soon 
tned. Th cases London m Hamburg, 

V. arsaw wt upon hsm by their mass ■-s a 
mountain wei hs upon the arth he felt 
pinted. bewildered, in th f c 1 tht. mass h 
remem ered that he had ot gift f words, th-t 
b was cawardlj and timid. UJit m<LFefent people 
would c t be wiDin., to L.ten and ander^tacd him 
a law tudent m ht> th d jear a tini.d and insi 
person th t gcncme cussi nary wori 
in Jaded j>t cnlj teach aig bat d-^eiL. 

When t was d.,>ii ht and camaaes were already 
begtmur to rumtle n th treet, \ as^O^ ev was 
lyu.g motionlesi cm th sofx stanng into pace. 
H was no longer thinking of the women no of 
th men ror I missiQnary w k Hfc> wh 1 
tention was tx.me'J cpon the 'pintnal aoCn> 
wli.cii was tortunn^ him. It was a dull, vagu 
undeSned acmnsh a^in to tnisen to an eitrem 
form of terro and to despair He could pomt 
to th place wher th pain was. m his breast ceder 
h,s heart but he could not ctsnpar t nth any 
Uiin^ In the post he had had aent tootha he. 
h had had pleunss and retiraJgia but all that 
was insignificant compared wiji this spintnal 
anguish In th presence of that pain bf seemed 
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loathsome The dissertation the excellent v ork 
he had written alreadj tlie people he loved the 
salvation of fallen women — everything that only 
the day before he had cared about or been indiffer 
ent to now when he thou ht of them imtatcd 
him m the same way as the noise of the carnages 
the scurrying footsteps of the waiters m the pas 
sage the daj light If at that moment 

someone had performed a great deed of mercy 
or had committed a revoltin outrage he would 
have felt the same repulsion for hoth actions 
Of all the thoughts th it strayed through his mmd 
only two did not imtatc him one \ as that at 
every moment he had the power to kill himself 
the other that this gony would not last more 
than three days This last he knew by expenence 
After lying for a wh Ic he got up and wringing 
his hands walked about the oom not as usual 
from comer to corner but r und the room beade 
the walls As he passed he glanced at himself 
m the lookmg glass Hts face looked pale and 
sunken his temples looked hollow his eyes were 
bi ger darker more staring as though they 
belonged to someone el e and they had an ex 
pression of insufferable n ent 1 agony 
At midday the artist knocked at the door 
Gngory are you at home ? he asked 
Getting no ans ver he tood for a minute 
pondered and answered himself in Little Russian 
Nay The confounded fell w has gone to the 
Umversity 

And he went aw ay Vassily ev lay do\ m on the 
bed and thmstmg his head under the pUow 
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with on% rd the r re frccl" 


cryi vm.** -- ** • - •- . 

h>s tears flowed the no tembi hiS meow 

argat.h b^am t an to pet dark be 

thought of the ag nm ht awailin I ™ 
was o\ rccr^e b-v a h mb despair He 
quickl\ ran out of his oom id. I*a irg his doCT 
wd pen for ro b]«rt o eason went out into 
th St eet ^\ d ut asia g him Jf where he 
should go h walked quicfd\ alon,, Sadovo} 
Street- 

Slow was f llin as hfn il as th daj before 
It was th wi .g Thni-t r h han is into his 
Jeeves hnddenn and fn htered at the ro*-es, 
at the tram belli and at the pa.-sers-bj \ aS-Hjev 
walked al n„ Sadovo St eet as far as Suharc 
Tower th-ntotbe RedG t f um th reh tamed 
ofi to Basmannya Street II went mto a faacm 
and drank o'! a teg gla-s of odka but that did 
not mak han feel belt When h cached 
Razmlya h turned t the nght and trod along 
de treets m wh ch h had r be n before m 
his hfe- H reached th old birth, bj which the 
\ auza runs gurgltUt, and from wh ch n can see 
long row of 1 hts m th wind of the Ked 
Bairacks. T dist act hts pintual anmish bj 
some new .ensat n o' some ther pain \ assflvev 
n t knowin^ wnal t do crying and Jinddenn^j 
nnd-d hi greatcoat and jacket and exposed hnp 
bar chest to th w t snow nd the wind B 
that did not lessen lus saflenn^ cithe Then he 
bent down o> th rail I the bndt, and looked 
downint th black, yeasty \auza andb longed 
to plung down head foremost not f m 1 athin 
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for life cot for ttie aVe 0! sviicide but in order 
to bruise himself it least ard b> one pain to ase 
the other But the black water the darkness the 
deserted banka covered with no v were temf}ing 
He shi\ered and walked on He walked up and 
down by the Red Barracks then turned back and 
went down to a copse from the copse back to the 
badge again 

bo home home he thought home 

I believe it s better 

And be went back When he reached home 
he pulled off his w et coat and cap began pacing 
round the room and went on pacing round and 
round witl out stoppin" till momin'» 

MI 

WTien next momiiig the art st and the medical 
student vent m to him he vas movin about the 
room witl his shirt tom biting his hands and 
moaning with pai 

For God s sake he sobbed when he sa\ his 
fnend take me v here >ou please do what you 
can but for God s sake sa\ e me quickly I shall 
kill mj self 

The artist turned pale a d was helpless. The 
medical student too almost shed tears but con 
sidcnng that doctors ought to be cool and com 
posed m every emergency said coldly 

Its a nervous breakdown But its nothing 
Let us go at once to the doctor 

Where cr you hke only for Gods sake make 
haste 1 

4 
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D n t excite > ourself You must try and 
control yourself 

The artist and the medical student th trem 
bt n hands put \ assilj v s coat and bat on a»d 
led him out nto the st t 

Iilihail Se geyitch has been wantin to mahe 
your acquaintance f r a 1 ng time, the medical 
tudent said on the ay H is a very me man 
and th r ughly good at h work He took his 
legree vn tSSz and he has an imm, n e practice 
already II treat st dents as thougt he were 
on himself 

Mak haste make haste \a 5 .ilyev 

urged 

M hail S rgey tch t ut f ha ed doctor 

rece ved th fnend % th pol ten s and fng d 

dignity d mil d nlv on n s de of 1 is face 
Kybn kov and May have poken to me of 
your illness already he ^ d V ry gl d to be 
of service t y u Ml? Sit d vn I beg 

Ke m dc "V ass ly v t dosm a b armchair 
near the t bl and m da box f ciga ettes 
to\ a i him 

N V th n he b gan st king his knees 
Let usgttowok Hw old r y ou ^ 

H asked quest n d the medical student 
answered them H asked wh tl r V ssdvevs 
f ther h d suff red f m cert m pecial diseases 
whethe he d k to e c ss wh ther le w re 

rem rk ble fo ru Ity o any p ul ant es He 

m d siiTuI r nqu nes baut his gr ndf th 
mother sisters and b th -s On le mn that 
his m th r had a be ut ful vo ce and s metime' 
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acted on the stage he grew mote animated at 
once and asked 

Excuse me but don t you remember perhaps 
jour mother had a passion for the stage ? 

Twenty minutes passed Vassiljevs as annoyed 
by the way the doctor kept strokin" his knees 
and talking of the sim thing 

So fir as I understand j our question doctor 
he said you want to knov whether my illne 5 
13 hereditary or not It is not 
The doctor proceeded to ask Vas dyes whether he 
had had any secret vices as a boy or had received 
injunes to his head whether he had had any 
aberrations any peculiarities or exceptional pro 
pensities Half the questions usually asked by 
doctors of their patients can be left unanswered 
without the sh htest ill effect on tl e health but 
JUhail Sergeyitch the medical student and the 
artist all looked as though if \ assiljev failed to 
answer one question U1 would be lost As he re 
ceived answ ers the doctor for some reason noted 
them down on a slip of paper On learning that 
Vassily ev had taken his deg ee in natural science 
and was no studying law the doctor ponder i 
He wrote a mst rate piece of on"inal work 
last year said the m dical student 

I beg your pardon but don t interrupt me 
you prevent me from concentrating said the 
doctor and he smiled on one sid of his face 
Thou h of course that docs enter into the 
diagnosis Intense intellectual work nervous 
exlaution \es yes And do you 

dnnk vodka ? he said addressing Vassily ev 
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An tl T twenty r 
stud nt bfgan t 11 ^ 

I IS opjr n til 
alt ck and Wrlwi 
<1 t\ ll artist \ as 
S Street 

The L diHcrr^t r ^ 
I id his fnen 1 an 
won en and th t m 
as tnrp m th i 
Duct t ll IT 
tr n g I su 

p oslitut n rs 1 -r 
Mj d ar in Ml 
loctor w tl an p • 
I d **ttl d 11 h q 
Who d putR. t ’ 
^o m tal 


lies j^srtl The meJical 

tit doctor in a Inw tciM 
mn 1 1 cause of the 
1 th dt> l<f re >«<" 
H d 1 I ad MSitfd 

i^rvtd i Ir "id twe 

It! cl -vV of 

r tl t t truck \a «I>« 
rr 

tl p 1 h said cen 
n t t S 5 k r d I I» 

n I d } I -s t sa 1 the 
•« th t -sted tl at hr 
M i I mstll Ion,» as® 


j asked c rtls 

\ es a m t 1 d ct 

lerliaps U f \ u ar r ht sad\assi!>e 
g tt ng up nd teginn ng t Ik fr m c tad 
f ll room i th th r P 1 ps B t it 
all steins m Itutin Tltlh uld to 
tk m> d'" ce tw f c It es \ loikuponas 
great ach m t because I h » tt n work 
nhi-h I th ec jcaii isiU be tl o\u ide nd fo 
g tt n I am praised p t th k es but because 
1 cann t speak 1 lall n a m i u cn ccmedl} 
as of these ch rs 1 m bcin rsammed b> a 
doct r I am call d mad I am piti tl 
\assilje f sem reason felt all t nee on 
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utterably sorry {or himself and his companions 
and all the people he had een two days before 
and for the doctor he burst into tears and sank 
into a chair 

Hi fnends looked enqumngly at the doctor 
The latter wnth the air of completely comprehend 
ing the tears and the despair of fechrit, him elf a 
specialist in that line went up to Vassily ev and 
without a w ord gave him some medic ne to dnnk 
and then when he w as calm r imdressed him and 
began to investigate the degree of sensibihty of 
the skin the reflex action of the knees and so on 

And Vassilyev felt easier \\ hen 1 e came out 
from the doctor he ^ as beg nn ng to feel a hamed 
the rattle of the carnages no longer irritated h m 
and the load at his heart g e\ lighte and lighter 
as thou h it were meltin^, aw y He had two 
prescript ons m hi band one i as for brom dc 
one was for morphia He had taken all 

these remedies before 

In the street he stood still and saying good bye 
to his friends drag ed hims H languidly to the 
University 
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MISERY 

T wh BB h 11 I t 11 my gr «t ? 

The twilight of evening Bit, flakes of wet snow 
are whirling lazily about the street lamps which 
have )ust been lighted and lying m a thin soft 
layer on roofs horses backs shoulders caps Iona 
Potapov the sled e dnver is all wh te like a ghost 
He sits on the box w ithout stimng bent as double 
as the living body can be bent If a regular snow 
drift fell on him it seems as thou h e\ en then he 
would not think it necessary to shake it off 
His little mare is v hite and motionless too 
Her stillness the angularity of her lines and the 
stick like straij^htncss of her legs, make her look 
like ahalfpenny gin"erbread horse *5he is probably 
lost in thought Anyone v ho has been tom 
a ay from the plough from the timihar grey 
landscapes and cast into this slough full of 
monstrous lights of unceasing uproar and hurry 
mg people is bound to think 

It is a long time s nee Iona and 1 1 nag have 
budged Th y ame out of th ya d b fore dinner 
tune and not a single f re yet But now the 
shades of evening, are fall ng on the to\ n The 
pale light of the street Ian ps changes to a vivid 
colour and the bustle of the street grows nois er 
57 
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Sltdge to \>borg»tai! lotu h«n. 

Siedg , . , 

Iona «*arts, and thr ugh his snow pla-t«tu 
ejeUshes s«s an J rr m a military oscrcoa* 
■with a hocxl o e 1 h ad 

To \ >borg Vava. repeat the o^hccr Arc 
jou sleep? T \ >l>crf;slLa>a 

In token I assent I na g a tu at the rem* 
which sends cakes f sn w flj g from the horse s 
back and sh ul 1 r The fhcer g ts into the 
Jcdge The si d dn er cl cks t the horst 
cranes his neck hk a sw n ru>es m his MSit and 
more from hab t than ncces3it\ b andtdiei hs 
■whip Th mare cranes h neck too crooks 
slick hke legs and hes t l glj se s oH 

"NMi r ar )ou sbo in >ou de il ? lo-a 
immediat 1 hear h ts ( m th dark mass 
shift nj, to a. d f bef him \\'hcr the devil 
are jug in« ’ Keep to the r tight 

\ ou don t know h ir t dn Keep to the 
n ht saj“ the fL er argnly 

A coachman dn g cam e swears at bun 
a pedestna. cros ih oad and bmJiing the 
horse s noae vnth hi _h nlder looks t him angnly 
and shakes th now o3 his slee Iona 6dg ts 
on th bot as th gh h we ntti on thorns, 
jerks his Iboirs nd turn his j es bo t like one 
posafeacd a> th ugh h did n t know whe e he 
vas or why h was ther 

XSTiat ascals thej all ar saj-s th oC& er 
jocosely They are mplj d th ir best to 

nic up against you or /all cad th h rse s f«t 
Th j mu_ be d in t n p rpose 
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Iona looks at his fare and moves his Jips 
Apparently he means to say something but 
nothin^, comes but a snifl 

What } enquires the officer 
Iona gives a wry smile and straimng his throat 
bnngs out huskily Jfy son er ray son 
died this u eek sir 

Hml What did he die ot ? 

Iona turns his whole body round to hi fare and 
says 

MTio can tell It must have been from 
fever He lay three da\s m the hospital 

and then he died God s wU 

Turn round you devil comes out of the 
darkness Ha\ c y ou gone cracked y ou old dog ? 
Look where you are going I 

Drive on drive on says the officer 

We shan t get there till to-morrow goin*» on 
UVe this Hurry up ! 

The sledge dnver cranes his neck again rises 
m his seat and with hea grace swings his whip 
Several times he looks round at the officer but the 
Utter keeps his ey es shut and is apparently d sin 
clined to listen Puttin his fare down at Vyborg 
kaya Iona stops by a restaurant and a am sits 
huddled up on the twx Again the wet snow 

paints him and his horse white One hour passes 
and then anotl er 

Three y oung men t\ o tall and thin one short 
and hundibacked come ip rathng at each other 
and loudly stamping on the pav ement with their 
goloshes 

Cabby to the Police Bridge the hunchback 
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c„„,«acrad.td .« Tl.e lhr« ol m 


twenty kopecks 

1 na tugs at the re ns and clicks to - _g 
Twenty kopecks ts ot a fair price, bat ^ b 
5 nghts 1^ Ibat U-b tber it » 
whether it is fi e V.opKks not rnatm^t 
now so long as he has a fa e ^ 

Young m n. sho ng ead othc uarg 

bo^ir„^‘e'V7e.rr»" 

sSdV'S 

abuse, thy met th c 
b ck most 1 nd because h is the shortest 

W^l dn e n sas-s the 1 unchb ck m 
cracked v i settb g 1 vin«.clf d br ath ng 
Iona neck Cut along 

EOtmyfn d \ou ouldn t find a orsc one 
in all Pet reburg 

He— h he— he laugl s 

It s nothin to boast f 

Well th n nothing to boast f tbi e 0 
\iyugngtdn Ik this ail the way ? 

Shall I giv you one n the neck ? ^ 

kly h ad hes says one of the tall a” ^ 
At the Dukmasov yesterdas tiaska and 1 
d ank f ur bottles of br ndy between us 

I can t mak ut why y u talk och st^ 
say the ther tall on angnly ou be like a 
brute 

Sink me dead t the truth 

It s about as true as th t I use coat,hs 

He-he grm Iona Me r ry g atlemen 1 
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Tfoo I the dcMl take you ! cnes the hunch 
back indignantlj Will >ou get on you old 
plague or won t you ? Is that the way to dnve ? 
Give her one with the whip Hang it all* give it 
her well 

Iona feels behind his back the joltin» person 
and quivenng voice of the hunchback He hears 
abuse addressed to him he sees people and the 
feeling of loneline's begins \ U\e by httle to be less 
heavy on his heart Tl e hunchback s\ ears at 
him till he chokes ov er some elaborately whimsical 
string of epithets and is overpowered by his 
cough His tall compani ns begin talking of a 
certain Nadyerhda Petrervna Iona looks round 
at them W aitmg till there is a b lef j ause h 
looks round once more and s ys 

This week e m> cr son 
died 

We shall all d e sajs the hui diback 

with a sigh wiping his lips after cou{ hing Come 
dnve on dnve on Aly friends I simply cannot 
stand crawhng like this Wien will he get us 
there ? 

Well you give him a little encouragement 

one in the neck I 

Do you hear you old plague ? 1 11 make you 
smart If one stands on ceremony \ itb fellows hke 
you one may as v ell walk Do you h a you old 
dragon ? Or don t you care a hang w hat w e say ? 

And Iona hears rather than feels a slap on the 
back of his neck 

He he he Hughs Merry gentlemen 

God give you health l 
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Cabman are \ on married ’ asVs one of the 
tall ones 

I ? He h Me er rj gentlemen The onl) 
wJe for ri -v j the d mp earth 
Heho-lo T1 gi c that is 

m> son dead and 1 am all e Its a 

strange th ng death lias come in at the wrer 
doo Ins ead f coming f r me it went for 

my *on 

And Iona turns d to t 11 th m how h s son 
died but t that point th h hbach gises » 

faint s h and n u ces th t tl ark. God they 
ha e am\ed at last After tak his twentv 
kopecks 1 n gazes for a I ^ wlnl after th 
resellers, wh disappear int a da k ntrv Again 
h IS al n and a am there i ilence for him 
The misery whi h has be f brief space eased 
comes back a*^ a_ d t a 1 h'Mrt m c cruellj 
than eser Mtlb a look f arsi tv and stifIenB„ 
lonas eyes stray estlcs ly amon th crowds 
movji to and fr on both sides of the trect 
can h not find am those th sands someone 
wrho will listen to I ro ^ But th cr wd fi t bv 
heedles f him and I is misery Hi misery 

IS immense beyond all bounds If I nas heart 
were t burst and hij m sery to f w out t would 
flood the wh 1 world t seems but yet it is r t 
seen It has f und h dm place n such an 
insigmficant hell th t on v. uld not ha e 
found t w th a candl by dayl ght 

1 na sees a house port r u th a parcel and 
makes up his mind to address h ti 

MTi t tunc wQl t be fn d ? be ? Vs 
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Going on for ten ^Vhy have j ou stopped 

here? Bnve on 

Iona dn\es a fev pac s away bends himself 
double, and gives himself up to his m scry He 
feels It IS no good to appeal to people But before 
fise minutes have passed he draws himseU up 
shakes his head as thou h he feel a sharp pain 
and tugs at the reins He ean bear it no 

longer 

Back to the yard' he thinks To the 
yardl 

And hi little mare a though she knew hi 
thoughts falls to trotti g An h ur and a half 
later Iona is s ttmg b> a bi^, dirty stove On 
the stove on th floor and on the bend es are 
people snonng The air is full of smdls and stuffi 
ness Iona looks at the Iceping fimres scratdips 
himself and egrets that he has come home so 
early 

I have not earned enough to pay for the oats 
even be thmV T\ at svvhy 1 am so mi er ble 
A man who kno vs h w t do his work who 
has hid enough to eat and vhose hors has had 
enough to eat is alw > s at ease 

In one of tl e corners a > oung cabman gets np 
dears his throat sle pily and makes for the 
water bucket 

Want a dnnk ? Iona asks him 

Seems so 

May it do jou food But my -on is 

dead mate Do you hear? Th s week m 

the hospital It s a qu er business 

Iona looks to se the dfect produced by his 
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words bit he sees nothing The >oung man hu 
cohered his head cr and is already aMf<P* 
The old man j hs nd scratdies himself 
Just as the yuan man had been thirsty for water 
he th rsts (or speech His son will soon ha\c b*cn 
dead a \ c Ik nd 1 e has n t fcall •/ talked to any 
bodj \tt He wants to talk of it properly 

with d 1 beral on He wants to tell how his 

son t k n ill ho he sufl cd 1 at he said 

befo c he died, ho v h d ed He wants to 

lescnbe th funeral and ho h i nt t the hos 
pital to E t h son tl thes H stiU has ^ 
daughter \ni >a in the countrv And he 

wants to t Ik about 1 e too \ es he has 

plenty to talk bo t no i H s list ner ou ht to 

gh and exd im and lam nt It would he 

even better to talk t women Th ugh they art 
silly creatures, th > blubber at the first wO d 
Let go out and ha a look at the mare 
Iona thinks There is alw j-s time f sleep 
\ouJl have 1 ep enou h no fear 

He puts ou his coat and gees into Ih stables 
where his mar is standi g H th nk> about 
oats about ha> about th weatl H® 

conn t think bout hts son wh n h is alon 
T talk about him with somco e is possibl but 
to think f him and picture him is insufferabl 
anguish 

Are > u munchin ? I na asks h s m r 
se« g her shuun,, yes There munch •ay 
mund way S ce we hav not earned 

en ugh for oats w all eat h y k cs 

1 hav e gi wn too old to dnv M / son o ht 
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to te driving not I He was a real cabman 

He ou ht to have lived 
Iona IS silent for a while and then he goes on 
That s how it is old girl Kuzma 

lonitch IS gone He said good b>e to me 

He w ent and died for no reason Nov 

suppose you had a littl colt and jou were cwn 
mother to that little olt And all at once 

that same httle colt went and died Toud 

be sorry wouldn t jou ? 

The little mare munciies hstens and breathe' 
on her master s hand Iona i earned a ay and 
tell her all about it 


5 
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CHAMPAGNE 
A wayfarers story 

In the jear in which mv story begins I had a job 
at a little station on one of our south western 
railivays Whether 1 had a gay or a duB hfe 
at the station you c n judge from the fact that 
for fifteen miles round there vas not one human 
habitation not one woman not one decent tavern 
and m those days I was young strong hot 
headed, giddy and foolish The only distraction 
I could possibly find was in the windows of the 
passenger trains and m the \ le vodka which the 
Jews drugged with thorn apple Sometunes there 
Would be a glimpse of a woman s head at a carnage 
wmdow and one would stand like a statue w thout 
breathing and stare at it until the tram turned 
into an almost invis ble sp ck or one would drmk 
all one could of the loathsome vodka tiU one was 
stupefied and did not feel the passing of the long 
hours and dajre Upon me a native of the north 
the steppe produced the efiect of a deserted Tatar 
Cemeteiy In the summer the steppe with its 
Solemn calm the monotonous chur of the grass- 
hopper the transparent moonlight from which 
one could not bide, reduced me to hstless melan 
choly and n the wmter the irreproachable white- 
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ness ol the teppe it c Id <li tance long n gl ts 
nd h wl g } es pp ’ssed me like a bea "} 
nightmar Th re se oral people living at 
the tati n m\ f rd I a deaf and crofnl us 
tel graph cl k and th e at hm n Mj assutant 
aj un man ho me n umpt on usedtogofor 
i atm rtt th tewn wh ehe ta>ed for morths 
at tun lea ng his d t es t me teg ther with 
the right of pocketing hi sal rj I had co 
children no cake w uld ha e t mpt d sitors to 
com and see m and 1 uld nl> isJt oth r 
ofhoals on the lin and that n fttner than once 
a month 

1 emember m> f and I v th \ w ^car 
n e sat 1 1 bl ch w d lazilj and h ard the 
deaf tel graph d k mon t u 1 t ppi on his 
apparatu m th n vl oom 1 h d air dj drunk 
fi glasses of drugged odl a dp oppin mj 
hea head on mi fist th ught Imv rpoHenn*^ 
bored m from h ch th was escape while 
my w fe sat be^ dm nd did n t t ke he e>es 
ff m Sh looked at m as n ne ca look but 
a w man who has nothi g thi Id but a 
handbome husband Sh 1 d m m dU sla 
ishl5 and n t merely mj gxxl looks m> soul 
but mj sms mj ill humour and bo d m and 
e n mj cru lt> h n m dm k n furj t kn w 
uig how to ent mj lU bum ur I tonn nted h 
with ep caches 

I sp te f th bo ed m which w onsunun 
me, w wer p panng to see th S w \ ar m 
with cs cpt al festi encss, and wer itiOo 
midm ht with som impatience The f t is. 
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we had in reserve two bottles of champagne the 
real thing with the label of Veu% c Clicquot this 
I had won the previous autumn m a 
^ ^Vlth the station mast r of D when I \ as 
wnking with him at a chn tening It sometimes 
nappetis dunng a lesson m math matics % hen the 
Very air is still wnth boredt m a butterfl\ flutters 
•nto the class room the boys toss their heads 
tod begin watching it flight with interest as 
though they saw before th m not butt rfly but 
something new 2 Uid strange m tl e same way 
ordinary champagne chancing to come into our 
station roused us We sat m silence 
looking alternately at the clock and at the 
bottles 

^Vhen the hands pointed to five mmutes to 
twelve I slowly began uncorkmg a bottle 1 don t 
know whether 1 was affected by the vodka or 
whether the bottle was wet but all I remember 
IS that when the cork flew up to the ceil ng with 
a bang my bottle slipped out of my hani and 
fell on the floor Not more than a glass of the 
wine Was spilt as I managed to catch the bottle 
tod put my thumb over th foaming neck 

well may theNew Yearbnngjouhappiness 
1 said filling two glasses Dnnk 
My Wife took her glass and fixed her frightened 
On me Her face was pale and vote a look 
of horror 

Did you drop the bottle ? she asked. 

Yes But what of th t ? 

Its unlucky she said puttmg down her glass 
turmng paler stUl Its a bad omen It 
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ir<Tiro il t nc mis^ortu c w HI happen to us this 
ar 

\ H t JJ} thinp \tKj are Ifi^cd 'ioa 
ar tIcN T weman and >et \-wi talk as ni eh 
n ^'Tise as an Id nu 1) ink. 

G a 1 grant it s n nsen^e hut soircthino 
13 u t hapneo ^ u 11 See 
Sh did n t even p her glass he r"Os cd awaj 
and sank i to thought 1 cit red a few tale 
Jirmo p.ac» about uperstiiion drark half a 
bcitti paced Dp a d down and then went out of 
the rocm 

Out_id thcr was the till frosts n ght in all its 
coM, inhospitable brautj The moon and t«o 
white flinty clouds bcsid tt hung just o\er the 
station, mo* ii]<-=s as tb ugh glued to the pot 
and loo ed as thougn wait g (or sofrethuio A 
lai t tra parent li^bt cam from them and 
to* died the while earth 5t>r}J> as fhough airaid 
of Wounding her modest) an 1 1 hted iip escr) 
thir — th snowdrifts, th mbankment It 

was St th 

I walked along th railway emba km nt 
S lly woman I thou ht looking at the sky 
pan led with brilliant St rs, E en f one admits 
that omens sometnres tefl the truth what evil 
can happen t us? Th m fortunes we base 
endured already and which are facing us now 
ar so great that t is difficult to jmagic anything 
worse Wh t further harm can sou do a hib 
sshidi has been ca ght and fned and served up 
with sauce ? 

A poplar CO ered with hoar fn»t looked m the 
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t Wutsh darkness Uke a giant rapt m 1 hroud 
u looked at me Sullenly and dejectedly a thoj h 
uke aie it reaUicd its loneliness I stood a lo 
^nile looking at it 

Jly youfii IS thrown away lor nothing like a 
useless cigarette end I went on musin^^ Mv 
parents died when I was a little chid I Was 
Wpellcdfrom the high school 1 was bom of a noble 
family but 1 have received neither education nor 
weedmg and I have no more Inowledg than 
we humblest mechanic I have no r fuge no 
nations no fnends no work I 1 ke I am not 
fitted for anythmg and in the prime of my po vers 
1 am good for nothing but to be tufled into this 
httle station I hav known nothing but troible 
and failure all my hfe What can happen w orse ? 

Red lights came mto sight in the distance A 
tram was moving towards me The slumbenng 
steppe listened to the sound of it 5Iy thoughts 
^ere so bitter that it seemed to me that 1 was 
thinking aloud and that the moan of the tele* 
graph wire and th rumble of the tram vere ex 
pressing my thoughts 

What can happen worse ? The loss of my 
'rife? I Wondered Lven that is not terrible 
It s no good biding it from my consaence I don t 
love my Wife I mamed her when I \ as only a 
wetched hoy now I am young and vigorous and 
has gone off and grown older and siUier stuffed 
from her head to her heels with conventional 
Idi^ What charm is there in her maudlm love 
in her hollow chest m her lustreless ey es ? I put 
up with her but I dont love her ^Vhat can 
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bttt I don t think I am capable of crime — I am not 
af^d of being hauled up for it 
The two Lttle clouds had mo\ed away from the 
moon and stood at a little distance looking a 
^«gh they were whi penng ab ut something 
which the moon must not kn w A light breeze 
was racing across the steppe bnnging the famt 
>™inble of the retreating tram 
My wife met me at the doorw ay Her ey es w ere 
laughing gaily and her whole face as beaming 
with good humour 

There is news for you she hispered 
Make haste go to > our room and put on your 
new coat we have a visitor 

What visitor ? 

Aunt Natalya Petrovna has just come by the 
tram 

What Natalya Petrovna ? 

The wafe of my un le Semyon Pyodontch 
You don t know her She is a very mce good 
woman 

Probably I frowned for my v ife looked grave 
smd whispered rapidly 

Of course it is queer her having come but 
don t be cross Nikolay and don t be hard on her 
She IS unhappy you krov Unde Sen yon Fyod 
oritch really is ill natured and tyrannical it is 
difficult to live with him She says she will only 
stay three days with us only till she gets a letter 
from her brother 

My wife whispered a gr at deal more nonsense 
to me about her despotic unde about the weak 
ness of mankind m general and of young wives in 
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partiailar abont t bein cu dutj to gi e shelter 
to alL n great sinners and so on Unable to 
mai. head o tail f t I p t on mj new coat and 
went t mak cquaintance with m3 annt 
\ httl woman with iarg black 03 es was sitUr*^ 
atth tabl M\ table thegr 3 wait. m> rou hl3'- 
mad sofau evei^lhin to th tiniest gram f dost 
seemed t ha grown 3 ung and ra re cheerfid 
n the presence of this new 3 um beautiful and 
dissolute creature wh h d a most ubtl perfume 
about hr Ad that our i- to was a Iad3 of 
eas3 virtu I could see f cm her smfl from her 
«cenl fr m th peculiar w in which rfie glanced 
and made pla3 with her s lashes f om tb t ne 
n which sh talked with m\ wife — a respectable 
woman Thei \ as no need t tell m h had 
tun wav from her husband, th t her husband was 
old and despotic that sh was good natured and 
h dv 1 took t all m at th first glan I deed, 
t Is doubtful whether ther is mau n all Europe 
who cannot spot at the fir^t glan a w oman of a 
certain temperament 

I did not know 1 had uch a b nephew said 
m3 aunt holding ut her hand to m nd sm lin®' 

And I did not kn w I had uch a p tt3 annt 
I answered. 

Supper began over a^ain Th cork flew w th 
a ban’' out of th second botUe, and mv aunt 
swallowed lalf a glassful at a gulp and vben 
m3 wif went out of the room (or m m nt mj 
annt did not scruple to dram fufl i was 

drunk both with th win and w th the presence 
ofawoman Dovou etna be th song? 


I 
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E> bl ck a p t h yt* f 11 f pas 
Ey b n R bnght a d be. t { 1 
How I lo y 
H w I (ea y u 

I don t remember whit happened next Anyone 
who wants to know ho^ love bcf,ins may read 
novels and long stones I will put U shortly and in 
the words of the same silly song 

K 1 t 

V\h first 1 m t y 

Everything went head over heel to the devil 
I remember a fearful frantic vhirlwmd which 
Sent me flying round 1 ke a feather It lasted a 
lon| while and swept from the face of ti e earth 
my wife and mv aunt herself and my strength 
From the little station m the steppe it has flung 
me as jou see into this dark street 

Now tell me what further e il an happen to me? 



AFTER THE IHEAIRE 


79 



AITER THE THEATRE 


Nadya Zelemn htd just come back w th her 
mamma from the th atre whc e she had seen a 
performance of \evgen> Onjegin As soon as 
she reached her o vn room she threw off her dress 
let down her hair and m her petticoat and white 
dressing jacket hastily sat do vn to the table to 
write a letter like Taty na s 

I love j ou she wrote but \ ou do not love 
me do not lo c me I 
She wrote it and lau hed 

She was only sixteen and did not jet love 
anyone She knev that a officer called Corny 
and a student called Gru dev lo e 1 her but now 
after the opera si e v anted to be doubtful of the r 
love To be unloved and unhappy — how interest 
mg that V as ' There i something beautiful 
touching and poetical about it when one loves and 
the other is indifferent Onyegin v as interestmj, 
because he as not m love at all and Taty ana w a^ 
fascinatin'' because she was so much in love 
but if they had be n equally in love with each other 
and had been happy tl ey could perhaps have 
Seemed dull 

Leave off declanng that you love me Nadya 
went on writing thinking of Corny I cannot 
* 8 6 
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believ t \ ou re er^ d er culti^mtcd. <cn«n£s 
\oa h j’Timen'^ tal nt and peril p« a bnlhant 
i tur aits > u hil I am an tmmt rrstin,, gnl 
f o import ce and ou know \ erv well that I 
hooid be onlv limd ce in vou Uf It t> trc 
that \ u w tt cted b> me and thou ht ttiu 
had ( nd %our ideal n me b t that a mistake 

and n w \ u ar a.k \ nrself in despair Whv 
iLd 1 meet th t girl \nd nlj > ur goodness 

of heart p ni jou from wni it to yoor 

self 

\ dj'a felt aoiTV f r h r^lf h bc'mn to crj 
and w nt n 

ft Is bard 1 m to 1 m\ ra ther and m 
hr th I h uld tak a nun til and go 
hither chance m \ lead m \ d u w aid 
be left f ee and w old 1 th Oh f I we e 

dead 

Sh could ntmk ut htsh had written 
through her tears httl tai bows e qui enn 
on th tabl n th fioo n the ce lin as th twh 
sh wer looionj, thr u h a pnsm Sh could not 
write. “ank b ck n bw east <hair and fell to 
thinking of G<wn 

My God h w nt restm,, how fason ting men 
were N dj-a ecalled th 6n exp es-ton in“ia 
tiatin,^ gnillt and soft wh ch c am nto the 
£cef' face when on argued about mus with 
him and th effort hmdtopre th oce 
f om betrajino his pa-s on In wxa t> where 
cold h n htiness and indifference ar regarded a* 
signs f good b eding and geatlemanlj beaniio 
on must conceal s passions. And h did try 
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to conceal them but he did not sua;eed andeverj 
one knew \crv t\eU that he had a passionate love 
of music The endless discuss ons about music 
and the bold criticisms of people who knew not! mg 
about it kept him always on the strain he \ as 
fn htened timid and silent ile placed the piano 
magnificently hkc a profes lonal piani t and if 
he had not been m the armj he \ ould certainly 
have been a famous musician 
The tears on her ej es dried hadv a remembered 
that Corny had declared his love at a Symplony 
concert and again do \ n ta s by the hatstand 
where there was a trcmci ions draught blowing m 
all directions 

I am ve y glad tl at > ou have at 1 1st mad the 
acquaintance of Gruzdev our student friend 
she went on vrit n H is a very cleser man 
and ycfu all be su e to hkc bun He came to se 
us yesterday and stayed till t \o 0 cltx:k We 
were all del ghted % ith him nd I regretted that 
you had not come He said a great deal that \ as 
remarkable 

Nadva laid he arms on the tabl and leaned 
her head on th m and her hair co ered the letter 
She rec lied that the student toa loved her and 
tl at he had as much ngl t to a letter f om her as 
C omv Wouldn t it b better after all to wnte to 
Gruzl V? There wa a stir of joy in her bosom 
for no rc son hatev c at first the joy vas small 
and rolled in her bosom like an ind a rubber ball 
then it became more mass e b g er and rushed 
like a wave Nadya fo got Gomy and Gruzdev 
her thoughts were in a tangle and her joy grew and 
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pn. ir h« liosom it p\ el into her arm* 

Ip* ml It wrn nl * thoti h a I plit ce»l breeio 
were I athirg on h r h ad in I nifilin her ha>r 
Her h uldcr* qm erwi ith olxl cd laugl tet 
the tabl ml tl e I mp ch mn j shooL too and 
tear* fr m he ejcs j!al4^ on th letter Sl« 
c uld not stop lauRhing and to pro\c to hersell 
th t *1 want laugh g ibo it thing she made 
haste t think 1 som tl (unnj 

WTiat a lunnN pwxll I 1 a 1 f'eling a* 
th ogh he w ouM cl k \ ith la ght r N^Tiat 
tunnv poodle 

She th ught h alt t th ng before 
Orurdev h d jliied w th Ma m th po^e and 
afterward 1 d t 1 1 them b< it a v ry intelligent 
poodl who h d run aft r a c w in tf e jard and 
tt c cro\ h d look 1 und at h m nd said 
Oh 1 u scamp 1 

Tl poodl n t k ow g tj h d to do with a 
learned cr wis fca full> confu d nd tre ted 
n perpl xit> th n bq; n bark g 

No 1 hid bette 1 Gnudev Nadya 
decided nd h t c up th lett t Gomy 
She fell to think ng of th t d nt of bis love 
of her lov but th thougl t n he head insisted 
on flowing m all d action nd sh thought about 
e erything— abo t her mother about the street 
about the pen 1 about the pi no Sh 

thought ot them i yfully and felt that rytbmg 
tv as good splendid and he joy told her th t this 
t as not all that in a httl wh 1 t wo Id be better 
M If Soon it vro Id be sp I g summer goin with 
her noth r to G b k Go ny would come for 
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his furlough \\ould walk about the garden with 
her and make love to her Grurdev would come 
too He would play croquet and skittles with h r 
and would tell her wonderful things She had a 
passionate Ion mg for the garden the darkness 
the pure sky the stars \gain her should rs 
shook wnth laughter and it seemed to her that there 
was a scent of ^ ormwood in the room and that a 
twip ivas tapping at tht window 
She went to her bed sat down and not knowung 
what to do with the immense ]oy which filled her 
wnth yeammg she looked at th h 1> image 
hanging at the hack of he bed and said 
Oh Lord God Oh Lord God I 
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A LAD'^ S STORY 


Ni%e jears afo Pyotr Serge\itd the deputy pro- 
secutor and I were ndmg toward e enin in 
haymakin" time to fetch the letters from the 
station 


The weather was magnificent but on our way 
back we heard a peal of thunder and saw an angrj 
black storm cloud which was coinm{ straight 
towards us The storm cl ud was approachin 
us and \ e were approaching it 
Against the background of it our house and 
church looked white and the tall poplars shone hke 
5 Iver There was a scent of rain and mo\-n hay 
compamon was in high spirits He kept 
laughing and talking all sorts of nonsense He said 
it woidd be nice if we could suddenly come upon 
a medieval castle with turreted towers witl moss 
on It and owls in vhich we could take shelter 
from the rain and in the end be killed by a thunder 
bolt 

Then the first wave raced through the r>c and 
a field of oats there was a gust of wind and the 
dust flew round and round m the air Pjotr 
Sergeyitch laughed and spurre 1 on his horse 
It s fine ' he cried it s splendid ’ 


Infected b> his gaiety I too began laughm 


at 
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that 1 lovp jou Be silent do not ansver me 
take no notice of it but only know that >ou ate 
dear to me and 1 t me look at y ou 
His rapture affected me too I looked at 1 1 
enthusiastic face listened to his \oice whidi mm 
glcd vith the patter of the rain and stood as thongl 
spell bound unable to stir 

I longed to po on endlessly lookin" at hi shming 
eyes and listening 

kou say nothing and that is splendid said 
Pyotr Sergeyifch Go on being silent 
I felt happy I laughed with d ligl t and ran 
throu hth drenchm'^ ram to the house he laughed 
too and leaping as he went ran after me 
Both drenched panting noisily clattc ingupthe 
stairs like children i e dashed into the room My 
father and brother who were not used to seem*’ 
me laughing and lighthearted looked at me in 
surprise and began laugl mg too 
The storm clouds had passed over and the 
thunder had ceas d but the raindrops still glittered 
on Pyotr Sergey itch s b ard The whole evening 
till supper time he vas smg ng whi tim playing 
noi Jv with the dog and racing about the room 
alter it o tl at he nearly upset the sera ant with 
the samovar And at supper he ate a great deal 
talked nQnsense and m mtained that wl cn one 
eats frest cucumbers in sinter there i the frig 
ranee of sprin m one s mouth 
kl^en I went to bed I 1 ghted a candle and 
tlrew my vindow wnde ojen anl an undefined 
fe Img took possession of my so il I rem mliered 
that 1 was fre and healthy tl at I had rank and 
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wc ih tl t 1 I o eJ al) 0 \eall that I 
ranV. an 1 w Itl r k n 1 allh m> Oo4 I to* 

w th t w Til n 1 addling tip ti t<sl 

at a t h ( ( 11 w 1 1) reached m Irom the 
pard n will il ew 1 tried t disco er tr thtf 
II 1 IN tr '^eTR \ i h rut and I U 

1 p u laM t r 1 c *1 lu wn 
\nj w'len in ll tn in^ I saw quV erinfi 
pat -5 I art It a Itl h d \es of the lure* 
trec-s n m> Ix'd wd t I ad I poeoed jesteidav 
use llv in tut m “m \ L I s^-cmed owe 
cl ari'xl f 11 I charm Hamming I theased 

qu cklj and w nt out ni tl garden 

\nl h t h ppened afterw rds e WTiV-" 

nothi g I the wtrt r when w U cd w tow 

Ptot gejtt h am to see u fr m tim to tun 
Coa try acq ai t nces ai 1 arming onl> tn th 
coantrv and summer i th town nd tn vnnter 
they los ll IT ebajm WTicn ton pour out tea 
for them in th t wn seems th h tl et ate 
wearing other peopl s co t and as tho gh thet 
stiTTtd their tea too 1 ng In th t wn too Pjotr 
Sergej ch poke som tunes of I but the effect 
was t at all the same a in th ountrj I th 
town we were more t Tdlv nscious f the wall 
th t tood between us I had rank and wealth 
wh le b was poor and he veas n t eft a noble- 
man b t only the son of deacon and a deputt 
P blic prosecutor w both f us — I th ongh mj 
jouth and he fo som u known reason-— thought 
of that wall as t erv h gh and th ck and when he 
w with us m th town h would ent cn art- 1®* 
cral societj w th a f reed smil and waintai a 
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sullen silence when there was anyone else in the 
drawing room There u no wall that cannot be 
broken through but the heroes of the modern 
romance o far as I know them are too tnmd 
spintlcss lazy and o\ erscnsitive and are too 
ready to resi<m themselves to the thougl t that they 
are doomed to failure that personal lif has dis 
appointed them instead of struggling they merely 
criticize calling the \ orld vulgar and forgetting 
that their criticism passes little by little into 
vulgarity 

I was loved happiness "as not far away and 
seemed to be almost touching me 1 went on 
living m car less case mthout trying to under 
stand myself not knoYin^ wh t I expected or 
what I wanted from life and time ^ ent on and 
on People passed b> me with theur love 

bright days and warm nights flashed bv the 
nightingales s ng the hay melt fragrant and all 
this sweet and overwhelm ng in remembrance 
passed with me as with everyone rapidly leaving 
no trace was not prized and vanished like mist 
Wl ere is it all ? 

My father 1 dead I ha e grown older every 
thing that delighted me caressed me gav me 
hope — the patter of the ram the rolling of the 
thunder thoughts of ha pp ness talk of love — all 
that has become nothing b t a memory and I 
sec before me a flat desert distance on the plain 
not one living soul and out there on the horizon 
it is dark and terrible 

A nng at the bell It is Pyotr Sergejitch 

When m the wmter 1 see the trees and rememb t 
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1 ov\ j;trcn tl e> ct for ni m tt e sairmcr I 
I per 

01 in\ t3 Un s 

\ wl «•?» n I see peo I wtti w J ml spent my 
p ng t n IfctlsoiT 'fulani •arm ard whL per 
the sam thing 

H has Ion go b\ in> father s good off c« been 
tran ferr "sl to to vn If fook a fittlc older a little 
fallen awaj He ha I ng g n up declaring h> 
lose h s left ff talUig ns n di likes lis 
fli lal w rk IS ill in om w v nd d llu i tied 
he has gi\ n ip tr> n t r t a s tl mg out of life 
and takes no i lerest i li nng No\ he has sat 
do TO by the hearth and looks in len at the 
fire 

hot knowing h to sav I ask him 

Well what h e jou t t 11 me ? 

N thing h nswer 

And si nc gain Th ed g1 of the fire 
plajs bout h m lanch H f c 
I thought of the pa^t a lall ton cm shoulders 
be aft qui en g m> h d dropped nd I began 
w epng bitterly 1 f It nbear Wy sorr> f mj 
self and for tl s m ft nd pa. n t ly longed for 
wl t had pa. ed w s d wh t 1 f refused us 
now And now I d d ot thi fc about rank and 
ealth 

I b k to I d sobs prc« i g mj temples 
d muttered 

Sfy God m Cod I fe i a te 1 1 
And be sat a d w s s lent d d d not say t 
roc Don t weep He under tood th t I must 
Weep and th t th I me f thi had c me 
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I saw from his e>es that he was sorrv for me 
and I was sorry for him too and vexed with tl is 
timid unsuccessful man who could not make a life 
for me nor for himself 

\\ ben I saw him to the door he was I fancied 
purposely a long while putting on his coat Twice 
he ki sed m\ hand w Ihout a word and looked a 
long while into mj tear stained fa e 1 believ e 
at that moment he recalled th storm th streak 
of ram our laughter mv face that day he lonped 
to say something to me and h would have been 
glad to saj it bi t he said noth n 1 e merely shook 
his head and pre sed my hand God help 1 im ! 

After seem tim out I w nt back to m\ study 
and again sat on the carpet btf r the fireplace the 
red embers were co ered with ash and beg n to 
grow dim The fro t tapped st 11 mo e angrily at 
the windows and the vind dron d n the chimney 

The maid catnc m and thmkm I was asleep 
call d ray name 
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Old SrMYON nicknan «i Cannj and a j onng 
Tatar whom no one knew by name were sitting 
on the ri\ cr bank b> the camj tire the other 
three ferrymen w r in tl e lint Semyon an old 
mm ot sixty I an and toothle^ but broad 
shouldered and still healthy 1 ok ng vas drunk 
he would hdi gone in to si cp long b I r but h 
had a bottle in his jxickct and he was afraid that 
the fellows in th I ut would ask him i r odka 
The Tatar was ill ai d weary an 1 \ Tapping him 
self up in 1 IS rags v-is dcscril ing ho v nice it tva. 
in the Simbirsk prt ince nd what a beautiful 
an I cK er wife h had left behind at home l{e 
was not m rc than t\v nly five and now by the 
light of the camp fire \ itl h s p Ic and sick 
mournful fac he looked like a boy 

To be sure it is nc t parad c h er said Canny 
\ou can see for yours H the wate the bare 
banks clay and nothing Ise Easter has 

long passed and vet tl ere is ice on the r \ r and 
this morning there v ssno^ 

It 8 bad I it 5 bad said the Tatar and 
looked round him in terror 
The dark cold ru er was flo vmg ten paces awav 
t grumbled lapped against th hollow clay bank 



loo TKE TUES OF TCHEHO'V 
sod raced oa swiljj- li-ar^ds tb Lr avra\ 5ea 
Close 10 ih ba^b there was th dar*. blar ol a 
b g ba.ee waich ferrt'^en cabed a barbos 
Fa. wa a ih farther barb U2-^ts dvi..g dovra 
acd ^ be^ru up a am ngr3g;j,ed lib LtU saafces 
tb<^ wer bumi.. 'ar' >ear gra- -^nd bevoad 
the httl m2u.es ther was da. fcress aeam There 
1 tl v.Jes cc_d be- heard ksocfcim, agar-s* the 
barg It was ditnp a.ai cold 
The Tatar glarared t the k\ There were ~s 
irasT tars as i bom a..d th same hiackness 
all roeind bet somethrmj was lacbmg horn 
m th pe -mce tb star* were quit 

diueren and so wa* ta -a 

It bad tt s bad b epeated 
\ ou wij g t used to t said '•emyou and be 
lau h-d \ow voo a. toamj and foolish th 
laUk IS hard v dry on j ..r hp= and tt seeins 
to vcfu in TOUT fooasbres. l.. t von are tnorc 
wretched than an a but th tirr wiS come 
waen on will sav to joan^ I wchi co one a 
better h/e than mm bon look at tn Wtha 
a weeb th £cod> wiU be m er and we hall set up 
th lerry von wiQ all go wandenr^ a aboa* 
‘^ibena whil I shaQ sta> and haH begin goi..3 
from ban to bank I ve been gotn hi that for 
twent two year- d v and mght Th pa, and 
th sabn<» ar under u. water wbi! I am on the 
wate- thaOk Cod fit want collon®' 

God gir evert n» *«ch a hf 
Th T tar threw soib dry twig- aa th camp- 
£i lay down t.o»er to th blaze and said 
" My father u a sica. man IVbea b dies my 
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mother and wfe ^ ill come here They have 
promised 

And what do you want jour wife and mother 
for ? asked Canny That s mere foolishness 
my lad Its the devil confoundinit, you damn 
his soul ! Don t vou listen to him the ursed one 
Don t let him have his w a> He is at you about 
the women but you spite him say I don t want 
them * He is on at you about free lorn but you 
stand up to him and saj I don t want it • I 
want nothing neither father nor mother nor wife 
nor freedom not post nor paddock I want 
not! mg damn their souls 1 
Semyon took a pull at the bottle and v ent on 

I am not a simple peasant not of the vorkmt, 
class but the son of a deacon and when I was free 
I lived at kursk I used to v ear a frock coat and 
now I have brought myself to such a pass that I 
can sleep naked on the ground and eat grass And 
I wish no one a better life I want not! mg and I 
am afraid of nobody and th way I look at it is 
that there i nobo ly r cher and fr er th n I am 
When th< y sent me here from Russ a from the 
fir t day 1 stuck it out I want nothing The 
devil vas at me about my vife and about my home 
and about freedom but 1 told him I want 
nothing I stuck to it and here you see I live 
well and I don t complain and if any one gives 
way to th devil and listens to him if but once 
h IS lost there is no silv ation for 1 im he is sunk 
in the bog to the cro vn of his hea 1 and will never 
get out 

It is not only a foolish peasant hke you but 
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even g ntlej i v. 11 nlu atetl people arc lo t 
1 It -cn j ars ago th ) sent a g tlcman I ere from 
kuss a H 1 In t shared something mth htt 
br ll e s and I ad toig -d something m a isnll 
Th y did s i 1 w s a pr nee or a baion but maybe 
heviassinply noffc 1^ — wl Wnovrs? Well the 
gentleman amt ed i r nd first thi g he bought 
1 ims If «i hon e and I nd in Muhortinskoe 1 
nt to bve by my ot-n n rk says 1 e Jn the 
5 teat f my faro for I n not a g ntlemm novf 
says be but settler Well bo’s! GodVclp 
you th t sthe riglt tl mg II t as young man 
then bu y and car f 1 I used to m w btnjself 
and catch I h and ide sixty miles on h rsebacb 
Only this is hit 1 ppened fr n the very first 
year 1 e took to r di to Gyrino f tl e post he 
ucdl ta donmyl-rry nd gh Ecb ‘semyon 
ho V lo g it IS smt th y s nt m any money from 
hom \ ou d n t want m ney \ ass ly Ser 
eyitch say's I Wh t use s it to you ? ^ou 
ast away th past and forg t t as though it had 
never been at all a tho gl it h d been a dream 
and beg:t t > 1 n w Don t h ten to th d vil 
says I he will bt g you to no good bell dr 
you nto a snare Is \ou want money savs I 
but 1 serylittl wh 1 youTl be ting 50010 * 
th ng Ise and then m and m r If you want 
t b happy says 1 the 1 ef tl i g not to want 
nytling Is, If ays I if f te has 

vto ged you and m outUy t n good aslsrog 
for her f vour and bowing down to her bi t you 
despis 1 r nd la gh at her t Is h will laugh 
at y u Th t wh t I said to him 
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Two jcars later I ferried him acro^a to this 
side and he was rut binj his hands and laugl mg 
I am going to GjTino to m t my m if ^ys he 
She was sorry for me say= t e she has come 
She xs good and kind And he vas hr atl less 
wxtfi joy So a day fafer he cam with his wife 
A beautiful y ounf lady in a h t in h r arms was 
a baby girl And lots of lugg ge of all sorts An l 
my Vas. ily Sergeyitch vaS fussing round lier he 
couldn t take his ey es off I er and couldn t ay 
enough tn praise of her Yes brotl cr Semyon 
even m Siberia people can ha el Oh all right 
thinks I it will be a d d rent tale presently 
And from that time forw ar I he went almost every 
week to nquire whether money 1 ad not come 
from Pussia He wanted a lot of money She 
is losing her youth and b auty here m Siberia for 
my sake ays he and st armg my bitter lot with 
me and so I ought says he to provide her vith 
every omfort 

Tomak t livelier for the lady he made acquaint 
ante with the offiaais and all sorts of nfi raff And 
of course I e had to give food and dnnk to all that 
ere V and there had to be a piano and a shag y 
lapdog on the sofa— plag le take it L ixury 

m fact self indulgence Th lady did not stay 
w th him long Ho v could she ? Th clay the 
water the cold no vegetables for you no fruit 
AU around you ignorant and drunken p oplc and 
no ort of mani ers and si e was a spoilt lady from 
Petersburg or 'Moscow T be sure she moped 
B -s des her bust and say what y ou like was not % 
gentleman nox but a scttl r — not the same rank 
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Ttrec later I reiaeniber on the ere of 
th ■i-'rnnp' tier wa» sconjni; from the 
fiBtiier baJk I wert ove' with th ferry 
what do I Sit the Udy all wrapped up a*d 
wiJi er a >oiiiu gentlemaa an o^aal \ Jed * 
with three hor=^ I tenM th"m acrcsa 

here the" g in and wa% lit th wind The' 
wer vjr" lc« t H Dj And towards nireni-^ 
\ascj] Sth-w lob gaJoeed down to the ferrv 
Dida t or^ wif ores this wa with a gentletnan 
a pcdades emv n h d^ ..ad 1 Jo® 
cay loo*' fi" th wind in the cdd» H galfoped 
c prmnt f liieTj Fee £ e days and ci lit» t 
was ndc^ after t^em When 1 fern«l tain over 
to th ot er s-d afterward- he finng hcself n 
th feny and teat h-a h»ad caa th boada of the 
ferry hovded Si tna how t is say" 1 
I lasshed and emtd-d him peo^i^ can hv even 
in Stbena And h beat hnt head harder thoi 
ever 

Then h hesan lo ^ g for Irepdoc Hi5> wif 
had — -^d o5 to Rcsia, and I course h W3> 
d.avri ther t see her and to get her wav feoa 
her lover And h too*" cy lad to gallop’s? 
ahno«t every daj either to th post or to th fowt> 
to «ee the ccni;na.jit-g oS-^ h kept sending ni 
petitions f'T th m to hav cercy on him a^jJ 1 
htc g back fee-ne and h ced to say that be had 
spent some two hnrdred roobI'« on t legrams 
aloo H so.d ha la.^ mortgaged hts boose 
to the Jews. H grew gre" a.4 bent and ydlow 
m th faoe as though b was m consmnptioo If 

talked to yoo be wtwH go khee-.khe*— kb*c. 
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and there vicre tears m Ins ejes He kept 
rushing about like this with petitions for eight 
jears but no^^ he has gro\-n tnkhter and more 
cheerful again he has found anotlier a him to give 
way to \ou Sec his daughter has grown up 
He looks at her and si e is tl e apple of his eje 
And to tell the truth she is all right good looking 
with black e\ebro s and a lively disposition 
Everv Sunday he us d to nde \ ath her to church 
in Gynno They u cd to st nd on the ferr> side 
by side she w ould laugh and he could not take his 
ejes of! her \es Semyon says he people 
can live even m Sibtna Even m Sibena there is 
happiness Look saj’s he what a daughter I 
have got ! I warrant you wouldnt find another 
like her for a thousand versts round Your 
daughter s all right saj-s I that s true cer 
taiidy But to mj'self I tl ought Wait a bit 
the wench is young her blood s dancing she wants 
to live an 1 there s no 1 fc here And she did 
begin to pin my lad ‘^he faded and faded 
and now she can hardly craw'l abort Coi 
sumption 

So you see wh t Siberian happiness is damn 
its soul \ ou ce ho peoj le can live in Siberia 
H has taken to going fr m one doctor to 
another and taking them ho ne with him As soon 
as he hear that two or tl ree hundred miles away 
there is a docter or a sorcerer he \ dl drive to 
fetch him A temble lot of money he has spent 
on doctors and to my thinking he had b tter have 
spent the money on drink She 11 die j ist 

tljc same She is ertam to die and then it will 
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be ail o er wtfa him H 11 han hiroscli from 
gn 1 T run awa^ t RusaU — that s a sur tbic 
H ’ll run ana\ and they 11 catdi him then he 
win be tned nt to prison h will have a taste d 
the lash 

Good good said the T tar shi ermg with 

cold 

What s good > asked Canny 

His fe bis dan hter ^Yhat of prison 

and what of sorr *— ansn ai h did see his wil 
and his da ght r \ u say ant notbrn 

But nothin isbd Hs iehed with him 
tbzee years — th t was a gill fr in God Nothin^ 

I bad but three years is good How not nuder 
stand ^ 

Shi enn and hesit tuia with eSort picking 
out th Russian w rds of h ch h kn w hot 
few th T tar said that God forbid on should 
tall Sick and di m strange I nd and be bnned 
a th cold and dark earth that if hi> J cam 
to him f r one dy vnfron hnrthtfr 
uch happiness h w uid he ready to bear any 
snfienng and t tbank God Better one dav of 
b ppiness than nothinjj 

Then h described again wh t a beautiful and 
clever wif h had I ft at horn Then dutcbing 
his head m both hands b be an cryin and 
assnnng Semy a th t h was n I giulty and was 
snSenng fo n thing His two fa others and an 
nnd h d earned oS a peasant s horses and had 
boalea the old man tTl h w half dead and th 
commnn had n t judg'd fairly but had contr red 
a sentence by whidi all th tt ee b others w re 



IN CMLE 107 

sent to Siberia while the uncle a r ch man was 
lelt at home 

\ou will get used to it said S nnon 
Tlie Tatar was sil nt and stirwl with tear 
tamed e> es at the hre his (ace CNprresetl 1 ewdder 
inent and (car as tl ou h he still did not under 
stand wh> he \ as here in the darkness and the wet 
beside strangers and not in the bimbirsk pro\mce 
Canny lay near the fire chuckled at something 
and I egan humming a song in an un iert nc 

W hat ]oy has si c with h r fatl r ? he said a 
little later He lo\ es her and 1 c re)Oiccs m her 
that s true but n ate you mu t mind > our p s and 
q s with him he is a strict old man a harsh old man 
And joung vendies don t want str tness They 
want pett ng and ha 1 a 1 a and ho*ho ho and 
scent and pom de cs Ech 1 (e lif 

sighed S mj on and 1 e got up 1 ca nly The 
\odka IS ail gon so it is time to si p Eh > 
\ am going vay Vad 

L (t alone the Tatar put on mare tw gs lay 
down an 1 St ircd at the fire 1 c began thinking of 
I IS own village and of Ins waf If his \ ife could 
only com for a month for a day and then if she 
lik^ she migl t go back am Better a month 
or ven a day tl an nothing But if his \ if kept 
1 er p o nisc and came \ hat ould he have to 
feed 1 er on ? \V here could sh 1 e here ? 

If th re c e not someth ng to eat 1 ow could 
she bv ? the Tatar asked aloud 
He was paid only ten kopc ks for working ail 
daj and all night at the oar t u t ue that tra\ cUe s 
gave him tips foi tea and for vodka but the men 
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shared all they cc i\ed among them^l'cs 
gav noth to tl Tatar hut onlv laughed at 
him \ncl troin po ert> h as 1 ungT> cold and 
{nghtened Now when h s whole body was 

ach ng and hi enng h ougl t to go into the hut 
nd 1 d \vn to sleep but h h d nothing to cot er 
him there and t wa cold r tl n on the n cr 
bonk here he h d nothing t o\e him ther 
but at least he could mah up the fire 

In another week wh n the floods were qute 
over and they set the ferry go ng none ot the 
ferrymen but ^'emvon w uH be wanted and the 
Tatar would begi going from nllag to village 
begging for alms nl fo wo k His wife wasonh 
se entecn sh was beaut ful spoilt and hj 
could sb po iblj gofr m illag t till geb ggm 
alms with her feu led > No t was terrible 
even to th nk I that 

It was already g ttingl ght the barge the bushes 
f will w on the watc and the a es could be 
cl-atly discerned a d f o look 'tl r ond there 
was the steep day slope at tl bottom f t the 
hut th tched w th dingy brown t w and the 1 utJ 
ot the "lUag lay du. tered higher up The cocks 
were already crowing m th Ikige 
Th msty ed day slope th barg the n er 
the Strang unkmd peopl hunger Id illness 
perl aps all that was not eal Mo'^t lik ly t wa; 
all a dream thought th T tar II f It that h( 
wa asleep nd heard bis wn snon g 0 

course he was at home m tl e Simbirsk pro nnee 
and h h d only to call his iif by nam f hei 
to answer and tn th next oom wa bis mother 
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WTiat terrible dreams there are though t 
What are they for ? The Tatar smiled and opened 
hts eyes W hat nver was this the Volga ? 

Snow was falhng 

Boat ' was shouted on the further side 
Boat 

The Tatar woke up and \ ent to wake his mates 
and row over to the oth r side The ferrymen 
came on to the river bank putting on their torn 
sheepskins as they walked sveanng wth voices 
husky from sleepiness and shivering from the cold 
On waking from their sleep the riv er from which 
came a bre th of i lercing cold seemed to strike 
them as revolting and horrible They jumped 
into the barge without hurry ng themselves 
The Tatar and the three ferrymen took the long 
broad bladcd oars vl ich in the darkness looked 
like the claws of crabs Semyon leaned his stomach 
against the tiller The shout n the other sid still 
continued and two shots were fired from a revolver 
probably with the idea that the ferrymen were 
asleep or had gone to the pot honsc in the village 
All right you h ve plenty of tune said 
Semyon m the tone f a n an convinced that there 
was no necessity in this world to hurry — that it 
would lead to nothing anyway 
The he vy clumsy barge moved away from the 
bank and floated between the willow bushes and 
only the willows slowly moving back showed that 
the bairge was not standing still but moving The 
ferrymen swung th oars evenly m tune Semyon 
lay with his stomach on th tiller and desaibmg 
a semicircle in the air flew from one side to the 
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olhar In th rkncss tt Icokctl as thoOah t*'* 
men silti g on <otiic antedUa lan 

with long paw-s and \ cr mov ng on vt throegn 
old desol te 1 nd th land of Vfhich one soaie* 
t mes dreams n ni htmarcs ^ 

They p ssed b > nd tl e wallo "S and floated o 
into the open Ih J-eai. and regnlar splash 
the oars was heard on the further hor and a 
shout came M ke b sie make haste 

Another t n minutes p sed and the barg^ 
banged hea ly ag nst tb 1 ding stage 
And It keeps pnnkhng nd springing 
tered Semjon m ping the now from his face ®tid 
vihcr it 11 om s from God only kn s 
On th bank stood a thin in n ol medium heigW 
in a jacket hned with fox fur and in a \ lute laob" 
skm cap He as standm t a littl distance 
frera his h rses and ot mo a g he had a glo<®i) 
concentr ted xpress n as tho gh h were tO"*® 
to emember something and angry with hiS nn 
tnistw rthy memory When Semj on nt np to 
bun and took fl his cap smiling h said 

1 am hast mng to Anastasye ka 51} dan©^ 
ter wo se gam and th j say that there is ^ 
new doctor t \nastas} ka 
They dragged th camag n to the barge and 
flo ted back The man h m Sem} on addressed 
as \ assOy Sergej tch stood all the tan m ti niess 
tight!} compressing his th ck bps and taring off 
to pac wh nhisco chm an asked perm s- nt® 
smok mhsprescnc h m d nsw astbouo’' 
b hadn t heard Sem} n Ij ng th bis stomach 
n th tiller looked mock gly t hun and said 
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Even m Siberia people can live — c n U ive' 
There was a triumphant expres ion on Canny s 
face as though he had proved something and was 
delighted that things h d happened as he had fo e 
told The unhappy helplessness of the man in the 
foxskin coat evidently aflorded him great pleasure 
It s muddy dri\ mg now \ assily bergevitch 
he said when the horses w re harne sed again on 
the bank \ou should have put off going for 
mother fortnight wh n it \ ill be drier Or else 
not have gone at all If anv good \ ould 

come of your goin — but as you know j ourself 
people ha e b en driving about for ye rs and 
jear day aid mght and its alw js been no 
use That s the truth 

Vassily be geyitch t pped hiju without a word 
got into his c rri g nd drov e off 

There he ha gallop'd off for a doctor said 
Semyon shrinking fr m th cold But looking 
for a good doctor i like I asing th w nd in the 
fields or catcl ng the devil bv the t<iil pi gue take 
jour soul W hat a qu er cl p Lord forgive me 
a smn r 

The Tatar i ent up to Canny and looking at 
him with hatred and r pulsi n shivcrin and 
mixing Tatar words Mtl hi broken Russian sad 
H IS good good but you arc bad \ou 
ar bad ' T! g itlcm in t a good soul cellent 
and jou are a be st bad Th g ntleman is alive 
but you are a dead carcase Godcreat dman 

to be ah e and to ha e joy and grief and sorrow 
but jou want nothin so jou are not alive you 
are stone lay A stone wants notnmg and you 
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The long good tram I as been standing for hour 
m the little station The engine is as silent as 
though its fire had gon out there is i ot a soul 
near the tram or m th station y ard 

A pale (r aC of ln,ht come from otie of the 
\ ans and glides o\ cr the rails f a siding In that 
\an two men are sitting on a outspread cape 
one IS an old man with a big grey beard wearin a 
si c pskm coat and a high lambskin hat omei hat 
like a busby the other a b ardless youth in a 
threadbare doth re fer jacket and muddy hi h 
boots They are th o vm r of the goods The 
old man s ts hi stretched out before him 
mils ng in sil net theyoun man half rtclii cs and 
softly strums on a cheap accordion A lantern 
with a tallow candle in it s hanging on the wall 
near them 

The \an s quite full If one glances m through 
the d m li ht of the lantern f the first mom nt the 
jes rccci c an imj rcssion of something hapeless 
monstrous and unmistakably alive somelhmg 
very much 1 ke gigantic crabs which move their 
daws and feelers crowd together and noiselessly 
climb up the alls to the ceding but if one looks 
m re closely horns and tl eir shadows Ion lean 

5 
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light of the two engine lamps dazzles his ejes for 
an instant and maVes the night even blanker to 
him he go s to the station 
The platform and steps of the station are wet 
Here and there are white patch*^ of freshlj fallen 
melting now In the station itself it i light and 
as hot as a steam bath There u a smell of par 
affin Except for the \ ighing machine and a 
yellow seat on which a man wearing a guard s ur i 
form 15 asleep tl ere is no furniture in the place at 
all On the left arc tw o w idc~open doors Through 
one of them the telegraphic apparatus and a lamp 
with a green shade on it can be Seen througf the 
other a small room half of it taken up by a dark 
cupboard In thi room th Hal guard and 
the engine driver are sitting on the wmdo \ siU 
They are both feeling a cap wth tt eir fingers and 
disputing 

That s not real b aver it s imitation says the 
engincMlnver Real biaver is not like that 
Five roubles would be a high price for the whole 
cap if you care to ki ow 

You kno V a great deal about it the 

head guard s ys oftended Fiie oubles in 
deed ! Here we v uU ask the merchant Mr 
Malahin he says a Idr ssing tb old man what 
do you say i tl is imitation beat er or t al ? 

Old Malahin takes th cap into his hand and 
with the air of a connojss ur p nches the fur blows 
on It sniffs t It and a contemptuous smile lights 
up his angry fa e 

It must be imitation I he says gleefully 
Imit tion It 1 
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A dis'vut { 11 ■s n pjard mairtams that 
th cap IS real be v t ard th crvgin -d.i et a. J 
la-ahi t \ to pe^ i hLri that it is no In the 
middle of th rgi^meot th o-d nan odderly 
r members the obj<^ t ha comn^, 

Bea er ard cap is ail «y reli bat the tram S 
tandmg still gcrileme h saj-s Who is it 
w ar waitmg for ^ Let us start 

Let lis th guard greci \\ wU rnfi- 
another a garett and go on Br ther roneed 
to be irt a hum \\ e .hall be dcla\ -d at the 

next Slat o ar>wa> 

^STiy h ulu ^ 

Ob w 11 ^^e are too mach behi-ai 

time If^ouar lat t t tionyoucant 

b Jp hem del j ed t th ther st t ors to 1 t 
the trams go th oppo- t V pa s Whether 
VI <ict ofl row 0 T th moruin w sbant be 
numbe f urteen \te sh U h to be nusabef 

twenty three 

^^Jd h w do jou raak th t c t 
\\ 11 the- t is 

Malahm looks t the guard r ect and mutters 
mechamcallv as thongb to himself 

God be rr y judge I ha eckoned t and ven 
jotted it dovsTi mart book we 1 e wasted 
Unity four hours tanlitig till on the J uruey 
If vou go on lit this other th caul U lie. of 
they won t p y m two r ubles for th neat when 
I do get ther It s n t tn tlh but ruination. 

The guard raises his es b w- and s hs with an 
air that seem to&a\ All that is nnhappsl true 

Th fmgm d i er sits dent dreaiany lootar at 
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the cap Erom their faces one cm see that the> 
have a secret thought m common which they do 
not utter not because they want to conceal it 
but because such thoughts are much better ex 
pressed by signs than by words \nd the old man 
understan Is He feels m his pocket takes out a 
ten rouble note and wathout prehmmary words 
without any change m the tone of his s oice or the 
expression of his face but with the confidence and 
directness with which prol ably only Russians gue 
and take bi bes he gives the guard the note The 
latter takes it folds it m fo ir and without undue 
haste puts it in his pocket After that all three 
go out of the room and akmg the sleeping guard 
on the way go on to tl e platform 

W'hat weather I grumbles the head guard 
sbrugg ng his shoulders \ou cant see >oir 
hand before your face 
Yes it s vile w cathcr 

From the windo v tl ev can see the flaxen bead 
of the telegraph clerk appea beside the green lamp 
and tl e teleprapl ic apparatus soon after another 
head bearded and \ ca 1 g a red ap appears 
beside It — no doubt that of the stat on master 
The stat n mast r bends do vn to the table reads 
something on a blu form rap dly passing his 
cij,ar tt along the hn^ Malahingoesto bis 

van 

The >oung man his companion is still half 
red n ng and hardlv audibly strumm ng on the 
acc rd n He is little mor than a hoy with no 
trace ot a moustache his full h te face with its 
broad che k bones is ch Idishly dreamy hiS ^es 
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hn i! a rrfbn I 5\ aTd tranquil Jxlc unlike tli»t 
of a oj j Tsoa b t he » broaj itror^ 

bn *5 nJ } J k th oJiman hedfv«n'»tsW 
nor h n i pofjt n a* t^o(.gh he is n t equal to 
n 1 hi5 big It vems as tJoogh any 

iro en nt he mad « raid t r I k d tl cf and he 
so n 1 > as t fnght n tratf hum and the catll 
Fr m under l^sbgftf^ ers that clttmsilj pci 
out tb Stops nd kc^‘5 f th ac ordran cor^ * 
ste dj fovk f th t kling scrard which W ni 
into 3 5 mp roon t o 1 tile tunc he Iiiteas 
to It and IS d tl\ mu h f 1 i-cd with his per 
(ornj n c 

A bell nn^s b i with uch ra f3ed note that 
It seem t m fr m lar w ) A htrrtied second 
bell «oon t 11 ws then ih d and the guard* 
whistl A mmut pa. es in pr f u d silcnc th 
van does t mo e t t m t U but -ague sound* 
begin to come fr m beneatl it 1 k th crunch ol 
snow nder sledge-runners th an begins to 
sh ke and the sound ease ‘id ncr cigRS a mo 
B t now comes the 1 nk ol bufiers the s olert 
shock makes th n start ard it wer gr ^ 
lu ch forward and all the catil t 11 ga n t one 
another 

M \ you be cr ed th «ame in Ihe world to 
come gromblcs th Id man setting straight 
hw cap wh h had sl pped n th ba k of hi* 
head hum tl e jolt He'll maim all tm cattle 
Ik Ihs 

\a_h gets up w thont a word and taking o < 
of the fallen beasts b> tb b m. h Jps jt to get 
on t It legs Th jolt f 1) wed by a 
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stillness again The sounds o! cxuncliing snow 
come from under the van again and it seems as 
though the train had moved back a little 

There \ ill be another jolt in a minute says 
the old man And the convulsive quiver does 
in fact run along the train there is a crashmg 
sound and the bullocks fall on one another again 
It s a job ’ saj-s \ asha listening The 
tram must be heavy It seems it won t move 
It was not heavy before but no v it has sud 
denly got hea "y No my lad tie guard has not 
gone shares with him I expect Go ai d take him 
something o he will be jolting us till mormng 
"V asha takes a three roubl note from the old 
man and jumps o it of the van The dull thud of 
hi heav'y footstep resounds outside the van and 
gradually dies away Stillness In the next 

van a bullock tters a prolonged subdued moo 
as though it were s nging 
^asha rnme hack \ old damp wand darts 
into th van 

Shut the door \asha and \ will go to bed 
sajs tie old mai Why burn a andle for 
nothing ? 

lasha movis tl e ne vy door there is a sound f 
a vhistle the eng ne and tl e tram set ff 

Its cold mutters the old man strctchmg 
himself on the cape and laying his head on a 
bundle It IS very different at home I It s 
V arm and clean and soft and there is room to say 
jour prayers but her vc arc worse off than any 
pigs It s four days and nights since I have taken 
off my boots 
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ast i ss Ifon the joUuig o! the tram, 
opens the lantern and srvufis oat the vick with his 
wet f r ers The h 1 1 flares up hisses like a fryui 
pjn and goes out 

\cs my 1 d Mai 1 n goes on as he fect> 
\asha 1 do n besid 1 m and the young mans 
huge ba k 1 uddl gai t hu own it s cold 
There s a drau ht f om ery cr c H your 
moth or -sour sister we' to sleep here for one 
jght th y V uid be dead b\ morn n Ther it 
t my lad you o Idn t studs and go to the high 
School like our broth r so ou must take thccaltle 
with \ ur f ther It s %our own f ult you have 
nly your If t blame Toir brothers are 

asleep m their beds th ar nug under tb 
bedclothes but y u th careless and laz\ on are 
in th sam box as tb caitl \ es 

The Id man s w rds ar naud bl n th jo sc 
of th tram but f a lo titr he goes n mutter 
mg g and clearing "hi ibr at 

cold atr in the railway an grows th u>.cr and more 
stifling The pungent odour of fre^h don and 
.mould nrg candl makes it so repul and acrid 
th t it UT t tes k asha Ibr t and chest as he fall 
asleep He oughs and s eezes whil the old 
r an bemg ccustomed to it br athes witl ht» 
wh le chest as th u h nothmg ere aruiss, and 
ircr ly dears hi» th oat 

To j dg from tl •u -ay ng of th van and the 
rattl of th wheels th tram is moving rapdlv 
and nnei«nly Tb engine breithes heavily 
snort ng out oft m with the pulsati n fth tram 
and all ther ther is a in«^cy f sounds Th 
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bullocks huddle together uneasily and I nock their 
horns against the wall 

Wlicn the oW man % akes up tl e deep blue skj 
of early morning i peeping in at the cracks and at 
the Uttle uncovered u indow He feels unbearably 
cold espcciallv in tl e back at d the feet The 
tram is standing still T asha sleepy and morose 
IS bu y uith the cattle 

The old man v akes up out of humour Frown 
ing and gloomy he dears his throat angrily and 
looks from under his brD\vs at T asha who sup- 
porting a bullock u th h poi crful shoulder and 
slightly lifting it IS tr\nng to di entangle its le<» 

I told j ou last night th t the cord ere too 
long mutters the old man but no It s not too 
long Da Idy There s no mak ng you do any 
thing you will has e everyth ng you osvn va> 
Blockhead I 

He angrily moves the door open and the light 
ushes nto the v n A pas enger tram is stand 
ing exactly opposit th door and behind it a red 
building witl a roofed m platform- a big station 
\ ith a refreshm nt bar The roof and bridge" of 
the trams the earth the sleepers all are covered 
vvatl a tl n coating of fli ffy freshly fallen snow 
In th spa es between the arriages of the passenger 
tram the passengers can be seen mo nng to and 
fro and a red haired red faced gendarme walking 
up and down a v ait r in a frock coal and a snow 
white shirt fr nt looking cold and sleepy and 
jrob bly very much di sat sfi d \ th li fate is 
running al ng the platform canyinj, a glass of tea 
and t\ o rusks on a tray 
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nothing all daj but cit and drmk and 1 11 be bound 
\ e forgot to put dowTi %\hat we spent WTiat a 
memory Lord ha\ e mercy on us I 
The old man recalls aloud the expenditure of the 
day before and whites down in a tattered notebook 
where and bow much he had given to guards 
engine-drivers oilers 

Jleanwl ilc the passenger tram has long ago 
gone off and an engine runs backwards and for 
wards on the emptv line apparently \ athout anj 
definite object but simply enjoying its freedom 
The sun has risen and is playing on the snow 
t right drops are falling from th station roof and 
the tops of the vans 

Ha mg finished h s tea the old man lardy 
saunters from th v an to the station Here m the 
middle of the first class w iting room he secs 
the fam bar figure of the guard standing beside the 
station master a young man \ ith a handsome 
beard in a mag ificent rough woollen overcoat 
Th young man probably n w to his position 
St nds In the same place gracefully shifting 
from one foot to the other like a good racehorse 
looks from side to side salites every on that 
passes by sm les and screws up 1 is eyes He 

IS red cheeked sturdy and good humoured his 
face is full of eagerness and is as fresh as though 
he had j st fallen from th sky ith the feathery 
snow See n Mai hm the pua d sigl s guiltdy 
and throws up his hands 

\V e can t go number lourte n he says 
We are very much behind time Anoth r tram 
has gone w th that numbe 
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TFc on rraai r ra Ilv Ic s tlticu b sc£« 
1 Tms t m tUTS h s be I t.e e% s npoa 
Malah rl hu f c r tl^ant with smiles ara 
fre'h show •rsqe*K'.sonLm 

^ ou ax Mr Malal i \ ou hav'e the catbe ? 
Ei?ht anloads What is to be d re row? 
a-e I t d I 1 t ^ber I ^ecn qo m the r ght 
W h t ar w t d now 

The 1 a man discreetl taV.es h Vi f the i<ir 
of Malahin co t w th two p T.V iji^ers and h ft 
from ore foot to the ih r apian s aCa ly 
andcorvinanglj th t ch h numbers 

gone alread arx! th t sn h d och ai go n^ 
and ththis adti.f>r \Ialahin e\ ervthirg 
m his po- er \tHi f m In f it is evident th t 
he »5 cadj to do anvthim, to pi a_ not onlv 
Malahin. but th wh le worJ J — b s so h ppy *o 
pleased and so delighted Th Id man li-tens, 
and though h can maK absol t I 5 th of the 
intricate system f numben.^ th trams he nods 
lus head ppro mgly and h too put two 
on the 'ofi wool of tb rou h oat H ecjoys 
vseing and hearing th pohte and g aal vount, man 
To show goodwill on his c. aL>o h takes out 
ten oublenot and after iroirent thought adds 
a coupl of Qubl otes t t and gi es th ri t 
th St tion master Th 1 tte takes them 
has finder t his cap and g*^ fuUi thru t theta 
into his pocket 

W eH gentlemen can t w arran t lik this ? 
he savs. Lii^ed b\ a new dea that has fashed en 
hua Th troop tram is J t a. yon see 

t IS not her «o whj hocldn t yon go as 
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the troop tram ? And I will let the troop tram 
go as twentj eight Fh ? 

If 1 ou like agrees the guard 
Excellent 1 the station master sajs delighted 
In that case there is no need for >ou to wait 
here you can set off at once 1 11 despatch jou 
immediately Excellent 
He salutes llalahm and runs off to his room 
reading forms as he goes TI e old man is very 
much pleased by the conversation that has just 
taken place he smiles and looks about the room 
as though looking for something else agreeable 

e 11 h \ e a drink thougli he says taking 
the guard s arm 

It seems a little earl> for drinkm 
No JOU must let n e treat jou to a glass in a 
friendly way 

They both go to the rcfrcsl ment bar After 
having a drink the guard spends a Ion time select 
ing something to eat 

He IS a verj stout Iderly man with a puffy 
and di c loured fac His fatnes is i npleasant 
flabby lo king ai d 1 is s Ilow as peopl are who 
dr nk too much and si p irc ularly 

\nd vov em Itliaea econd g\ s says 
Malahm It s cold now it s no sm to dr nk 
Pl as t k some So I can r 1> upon jou Mr 
Guard that there vill be no hmdr nee or un 
pleasantness for the rest of th jo irney For y u 
knov n moving cattle e ry hour is precious 

Thl dtdpeUyf It pltt ps 
f JJ d ih I pop I h b < p 1 1 ke* 

god dcK pdlyl (1 y good Ira — 

At* V f 
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nechamcallj the old man takes t^^ot^^<•nt\ kopeck 
neces out of his pocket and gi\ es th m to th oiltr 
Ic takes them Mry calmly too and lool mg good 
la uredly it the old n an enters into conversation 
"V on are going to s 11 yo ir cattle 1 suppose 
It s good business 

Malal in sighs and loc king calmly at the oilei s 
jlacl face tells him that trad ng in cattl used 
:ertainly to be profitable but no it has become 
i risl y and lo mg business 

I hav a mate here th oiler interrupts him 
\ou merchait gentlem n mi ht make him a 
ittle present 

Malahii gi s som thmf to the mate too The 
troop tram goes quickly and the \ aits at the 
stations ar compa ati cly short The old man 
IS pleased The \ leasant impression made by the 
young man in th roufh o treo t ha gone let-p 
the vodka 1 has d ink slightly Jouds his brain 
the u ather is magi il cei t nd c\ erything seems 
to be going well H talks ithout ctasin,, and 
at c ry stopp n pi c run to th r freshment 
bar Feelin the n ^ed of a listen betakes ith 
him first th gu rd and then the engine dri er 
and does not s mply dr nk but make s a long busi 
ness of t \v th suital 1 remarks and clink ng of 
glasses 

\ou ha your jol and we have urs hes v-s 
with an ah ble sm le Hay God p osper us 
and you nd not our will but Hi be done 
The V Ika gralually vcites him and h is 
workerl up to a great p tch of energy He wants 
to bestu h mstlf to fuss about to mat e enquiries 
9 
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to talk m •ss nlH At one minute lie 

nh pock t a db ndlcs and looks (or some 
Th n h tl inks of som il mg and cannot 
It tl tak ^ out 1 1 pocket book and » 
ort f bj t ounts cr his oioncj He bus 
about s ghs and p ans clasps his 
L >nng ut bef him t! e letters and 
f m tl c meat Jesm n m th aty bills p* 
ofTcc d tcl-^grapl c receij t forms and his no 
book h fl t al ud ani in ists on 


A d when h is tir -d of re ding over forms and 
t Iking abo t p ces h g t out t the 

plac^ unst th an wl ere 1 s cattle are 

notl mg but plj clasps 1 is hands and cxciam^ 
nliorr r 

Oh d ar h dear h avs m complaim^ 
01 e IIolj llartyr VTassy Though theV 
b Uocks though th y ar beasts y t they 
to c t and dr nk as m n do Its lour day 

and mglt since they hav d unk or eaten 
dear 1 oh dear J 

Yasha £ Uow h m a d does what he is told 
an obedient son He does not 1 k the old man* 
freq nt visits to the ef eshm nt bar Tbougn 
h IS fr d f h father he cann t ref am * ™ 
marking n t 

S you have begun alre dy ! he says looking 
sternly at th Id man WTiat are you rejo emg 
t? I tyourname-dy r wh t ? 

Bntyudartachy f ther 

Fm g ng on! 

\\1j n he has D 1 1 foil w bi f th al ng the 
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other \ ans Yasha sits on the cape and strums on the 
accordion Occasionally he gets out and walks 
lazily beside the tram he stands by the engine 
and turns a prolonged unmovmg stare on the 
wheels or on the workmen tossing blocks of wood 
into the tender the hot engine wheezes the lalhng 
block come down with the mellow hcart\ thud 
of fresh w ood the eng ne driver and h as 1 tant 
very phlegmatic and imperturbable persons per 
form incomprchens ble mo\ ments an 1 don t 
lurry thems Ives After standing for a while 
by the engine Yasha saunters lazily to the 
station here he looks at the eatables in the re 
freshment bar reads aloud ome quite uninlercst 
mg notice and goes back slowly to the cattle \an 
His lace expresses neither boredom nor desire 
apparently he does not care where he is at home 
m the van or by the engin 
Towards e\eiiing the tram stops near a big 
station The lamp have only just been lighted 
along the hue against the I lue background m the 
fresh limpid air the lights are br ght and pale like 
stars they are only red and glowing under the 
station roof where it is already dark All the 
Ime^ are loaded up with carriage and it eems 
that if anoth r train came in there would I e no 
place for it Yasl a runs to the station for boil 
mg water to m ke th evemng tea Well dressed 
ladies and high scho I boys axe walking on the 
platform If one looks mto the distance from the 
platform there are far away lights twmkhng in 
the evenmg dusk on both sides of the station — that 
is the town \\'hat town ? Yasha does not care 
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lo know H se ’s onl> the dim 1 ghts and 
buddin b \o d ti station 1 cars the cabni 
shout f xl sharp cold md on his face ^ 
imagi es that th t ti is probablj dtsagrccab 
ancon tortable nd dull . 

WTiile thev ar ha in,, tea when it is quite 
and a lantern is han ing on the wall a am as on m 
pres us e\ enin th t am qu ers from a sh “ 
shock and b -gins iro i b w ard ^Itcr 

a btUe way t t ps th j hear ndistinct shouts 
someone sets th hai d nki near the buffer' 
and shouts R dv Th tram mo es and go<® 
forward Ten m n tes lat it is dra-, cd b ck 

G ttmg ut I the an Malah n does not ret® 
nire his t am His ght ans f bullocks are 
tandmg n th sam w w th some t 11 vs which 
were n t a part f the trai befor Twoo three 
of these are 1 ded nth ubbl and th others arc 
mptj The guard runmn,, t and fro on tbc 
platform ar Iran ers They gi un lUmg and 
ndi_tm t answ ts t his quest ns They h ve 
ro thou h t spar for ilalahm th > arc m a 
hurry to g t th ti n to ther so a to finish as 
soon as poss bl and b b ck the warmth 
WTv t nunib*^ this asks JIalah n 
N mber ght en 

Andwher th troop U in? \Miy h ejou 
tak m q th t oop tram ? 

Gett g n answer th Id man goes to th 
t t on H look first f tb fanul ar fi'mr ^ 
the head guard and n t finding him goes to tb 
St t on master Th tat o master sitting at 
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a table in hvs own room turning o\er a bundle 
o{ forms He >s busy and affects not to see the 
newcomer IIis appearance is impressive a 
cropped I lack head prominent ears a long 1 ooked 
no e a swarthy fact he has a forbidding and 
as it % ere offended expression Malahm begins 
making 1 is compl mt at great 1 ngth 

\\ hat ? queries the station master How 
IS this? he leans against the back of his chair 
and goes on growing indignant ^V hat is it ? 
and why shouldnt ^ou go by number eigl teen? 
Speak more clearly 1 d n t understand How 
IS it ? Do you w ant me to be e\ erywhere at 
once ? 

He show ers questions on him and for no apparent 
reason grow st rner and sterner Malahin is 
already feeling in hi pocket for his pocket book 
but m the end the stat on master aggrieved and 
indi nant for some ink now n reason jumps up 
ftoro. Ill seat and runs out of tl e room Kalahm 
shrugs his shoulders and goes out to look for some 
one else to sjieak to 

From boredom or from de= re to put the fira h 
I g stroke to a busy day or simply that a window 
with the imcnption Tel '^aph I ( n it catches 
his eje he goes to the wtndo and expre scs a 
le^ir to send off a t 1 gram Taking ip a pen 
he thinks lor a moment and wTitcs on a blue form 
Urgent Traffic Manager Eight vans of li\e 
stock Delaj ed at et cry station Kindly send an 
express nun b r Reply paid M lahin 
Ha\nng ent off the tel gram he goes back to the 
station master s room There be hnds sitting on 
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a. 'oCi CO effti witf {rr-^ cJ tfi a twurvol n< Icwl 
irjj gentleman in pect dcs and a cap of racoon 
fjr be IS we nng pcmliar o e-coat serj much 
I ie a I dv 6 edged w th ftir « tb fro-^s and slasJ ed 
lee^cs An jtl n gcntt man. dried up and su cw> 
w -anng the tmilonn of a ailw aj nspector stands 
taan^ him 

Justthmk fit sacs the ui-pector ddressWt, 
th gentleman n tl queer ovi o t I'll tcU 
joo an nc dent th t r alh is Ai Th Z railiiraj 
i nth coWtpo^Tl » t siol thret hundred 
tru k f T) th S I It fart sir I swear 
t Th\ -rlthmoi polled them put 
the r ! tter^ n th m d th t all about it 
The \ I a -nd t si rvwhor thev hunt 
and hunt \ncJ th n— ean v u I'M d d ’ — 

th C mpan> h f p n t om uprn b k -d um 
camjg oftbZln Th prtt their 
depot nd ah t nee bl m «t th ir own 

mark on th wheel \Th J J u v t th t 
Eh ? If I d 1 the> w Id •»end in to S bena 
but th ailw j compan es smipl> nap their 
fingers t t 


It IS pleasant t tfai hut t Ik t ed ated 
cultured peopl He tr kes his br..rd nd jO ns 
n the con rs tion w tb d -uitj 

Tak thus cas genti m n f nstanc h 
I am trampottmg catti t \ Ei ht 
^loadb \ery go^ Now I t os say 

tncyeharg meforea h atil j as «c ht ften 
TO aghtbuUoclsd n t wc ht nt ns but much 
^ “ k an> not ce f th t 
n t nstant \a.h walks into the room 
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looking for his father He listens and is about 
to sit down on a chair but probablj thinking of his 
weight goes and sits on the window sill 

They don t take any notice of that filalahin 
goes on and charge me and my son tl e thir 1 
class fare too forty two roubles for going in 
the van wth the bullocks This is my son T akov 
I hav c two more at home b it they have gon m for 
study Well and apart from that it is my opinion 
that the railways have ruined the cattle trade 
In old days wh n they drove them in herds it \ as 
better 

The old man s talk is h thy and drawn out 
After eveiy sentence he looks at T asha as thou h 
he would say bee how I an talkir g to clever 
people 

Upon my vord the inspector interrupts him 

No one is indignant no one aiticues And 
why ? It 15 very simple An abomination str kes 
the eye and arouses mdij nation only when it is 
exceptional when the establi bed order is broken 
by it Here where saving \our presence it con 
stitutes the long establ shed programme and forms 
and enters into the basis of the order itself \ here 
every sleeper on the Une bear* the trace of it and 
stinks of it ne too ea ilj grows accustom d to it I 
"kcs sr 

The second bell n gs tl e gentleman m the queer 
overco t g ts ui The in pector t kes him by the 
arm and still talking w th heit g es oH with him 
to the platform After tl e third b U th station 
master runs mto b s room nd sits down at his 
table 
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Malahin lays out b fore him forms postal and 
telegraph receipts accounts He does not 

know himself definitelv what he wants of the gen 
darme he wants to describe m the proto ol not 
any separate episode but his whole joumej vith 
all his losses and conversations \ith station 
masters — to describe it Icngthilj and vindictively 
At the station of Z he sajs \ ite that th 
station master unlinked m> \ ans fr m the troop 
train because he did not like n v countenance 
^nd he wants the gendarme to be sure to mention 
his countenance The 1 tter listens weanly and 
goes on writing without hearing him to the end 
He ends his protocol thus 

The above deposition I non commissioned 
off cc Tchcred hav e vritten down in this protocol 
with a view to present it to tl head of the Z 
section and have handed a cop> thereof to Gavril 
Malahin 

The old man takes the c pv a Ids it to the papers 
ith \ hich his side pock t i stuffed and much 
pleased goes hack to his an 

In the morning Mai hin wake^ uj again m a bad 
humour but his wrath vents itself not on \ asl a 
but the cattle 

The cattle are d nc for ! he grumbles They 
arc Ion for They are at the last gasp God be 
rav judge they will all die Tfoo 
The buUo ks v ho have had notl ing to drink for 
many days tortured by thirst are I ck ng the hoar 
frost on tl wall md hen Malahm goes up to 
them they beg n 1 eking h s col 1 for jacket T om 
their clear tearful eyes it can b seen that tl ey are 
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exhausted bj tbir«t and tJ e joUin^ ol the tram 
that thc> ar hungry and i aset ble 

Jt s a nice job taking jou bj rail t cm rctchcd 
brutes mutters Malahm 1 ouW r»i5b j-ou 
were dead to g t it o er It males me iick to 
look at you 

At middaj tl e tram i psatabigst tJon where 
according to tl r lUt ns thcr was drmlang 
water pro% ded I r caiU 

Watcrisgi en t tb atil b t tJ cbuUoclswill 
not dnnl it tl w ter is too oj I 


T«o mrdisnlnbtj s ndt last in 
the dist rc i tb n If th l> omos nto 
s ght The j lju > s Th tr in comes to 

a standst H r h _ th t n ar goods 
station Th bullocks I fr m tl "an 

stagger nd lumbl as th gh th y w r w lling 
on shppery 

Haling got thr ugh th unloading and term 
ary inspect on M lah n ard \ 1 1 1 p their 
quarters a d rt> 1 p V tel th at lirts 
of th town* in th squ r m wl h th cattle* 
market is held Th ir lodgtnt^s ar rhhy and tbeiT 
lood is d «gu tmg uni k nh t they c\er ha e at 
home th > leep to tl e harsh i am fa wretched 
steam hurdj gurdj which pi is J y and mght 
m the estaurant under th ir i a 1 g 

Th old man spends h s t m Ir m inormng till 
night going bout looking for pu chaser and y asha 
sits for days ui the b tel room r goes out into the 
st ect to look at th town H sees the filthy 
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square heajed up with dunp th signboards of 
restaurants the turreted waUs of a monastery in 
the fog Sometimes he runs across the street 
and looks into the groc r s shop admires the jars 
of cakes of different colours >awns and larily 
saunters back to his room The aty does not 
interest him 

At last the bullocks arc sold to a dealer MtUbin 
hires dro% ers The rattle are divided into herds 
ten m each and driven to tl e otl r end of the 
town The bullocks exhau t d go with dr xiping 
heads through the noi y streets and look indiffer 
cntly at what they sec for the fir t and last time 
m their lives Tl e tattered drovers \ alk after 
them their fields drooping too They ate bored 
Now and then some dro\tr starts out of 
his brooding rememhers that tl ere are cattle in 
front of him entrusted to h s cl arge and to 
show that he is doing h s duty brm s a stick 
do TV full sw ng on a bull ck b ck The buttock 
staggers with the pain runs for\ ard a dozen 
pates, and looks bo it him as though he were 
ash med at bcu g beaten b fore people 

After selling th bullocks an i buying for his 
family presents such as they could p rfcctly well 
hav boi^l t d.t 1 ome Malahin and \ sha get 
ready for their journey back Three hours before 
the tra n goes the old man who has already had a 
drop too much with the purchaser and so 1 fussy 
goes down with Yasha to the restaurant and s ts 
down to drink t a L ke all provinaals he cannot 
eat and drink alone he must have company as 
fussy and as fond of sedate conversat on as himself 
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pieces in all directions and says m a sing son 
voice 

Good bye good health to you God grant 
that all may be well with you I Itas God if \v 
^re alive and well ve sh^I co ne again in Lent 
Good bye Thank you God bless you J 
Getting into the sled e the old man spends a 
long time crossing himseif in the direction m which 
the monastery walls mike a patch o! darkness in the 
fog Yasha sits beside him on the very edge of 
the seat with Ins legs hangin ov er the side His 
face as before shows no sign of emotion and ex 
presses neither bored m nor desire He is not 
glad that he is goin home nor sorry that he has 
not had time to see the sight of the city 
Drive on 

The cabman whips up the horse and turning 
round begins s vearmg at tl e heavy nd cumber 
some luggage 
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The tutwr Gngory Petrov who t ad been h o\'n 
for ycirs past as a splendid craft man and at the 
same time as the most sens less peasant u the 
Galtchmskoy d strict \ as taking his old woman 
to tl e hosj ital He had to drive over tw entv tmleii 
and It was an awful road A government post 
driver could hardly have coped lath it much 
less an mcomp trnt slu gard like Gngory A 
cutting cold wind was bio vm straight in h s face 
Clouds of snovflakes were whirling round and 
round in ail directions so that one could not tell 
\ hether the sno v was falling fro n the slcy or nsing 
from tl e earth The fields the telegraph posts 
and the fore*'! could not 1 e seen for the fog of 
snow And ^ 1 en a particularly violent gust of 
wand swooped do% n on Gngory even the yoke 
above the horse s head could not be seen TTie 
wretch d f etl I hltle nag cra\ led slowly along 
It took all Its strength to drag its legs out of the 
sno V and to tug \ ith its head The turner was 
m a hurry He kept restlessly hopping up and 
down on the front seat and lashing the horses 
back 

Dont erv Matryona he muttered 

Have a little patien e Please God we shaU 
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teach th I oip tal and m a trice it mil be the nght 
thm fo \ou P cl I -anitch illgt €3011 

«om Ittl dr Ts or tell th m to bleed 30a or 
ma\be I I Hour w II be pi a ed to rxib 30« with 
some sort fsprt — it II draw t ut f50ur 
d Pa ei I Hitch nil d hts be^t He mil 
sh ut and stamp bo t but h mil do his best 
n IS a nc g t man atlabi God gis-e him 
health As soon » qet there he mil dart oat 
ot his room and mil begin callmg me n mcs 
H ? h H cr3 Why did J a 

n t com t the ght t ^ I am not a do" to be 
h ngir abo tw in o \ ud al alldj Wh3 
d d 3 u n t com th monung ^ Go way 
Gtutfm btCma am tomorrow 
And 1 Hall sa 31 Doct P I I "aiutch 
\ouj hnur tod plmitk 30U yoa 
d I Get n 

The turner lashed his n and wnth ut looking 
at the old w man v, nt n mutter ra; t himself 
\ou hon UT It tru as b fore God 
he e s the Cross f 't > u I set fl almost b for 
it w light H mild I be her n time if th 
Lord the 31 ther of God is t th and 
has sent such a su wst nn ^ K ndl% look fo 
\oarseIf Ena farst te horse could not 

do t while mine — jou can see for 3 ours If — ts n t 
a horse but a di And P el I lUtch will 

frown and hout 3 V know 30U \ou alwa3 
find some excuse Espeaalli 5 u G shk I 
know30u f Id nibtbo nds ah est pped 
at half a doz n t erns And 1 shall y i or 
h aoor ? am 2 a cr miaal o a heath n f 31y Id 
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woman is givin*' up her soul to God she is dyin 
and am I going to run from tavern to tavern 
What an idea upon my word 1 Plague take them 
the taverns! Then Pavel Ivamtch will order 
you to be taken into the hospital and I shall fall 
at his feet Pavel Ivamtch \ our honour 

we thank you most humbly P rgive us fool 
and anathemas don t b hard on us peasants I 
We dcserv e a good kicking vvli I \ ou graaouslv 
put yourself out and mess j our ft t in the sno v 
And Pavel Iv amteh will giv e me look as though 
he would like to hit me and \ lU say \ o j d much 
better not be s\ ilhng vodka y ou fool but tal ing 
tity on your old voman inst I f falling at my 
feet You want a thrashing "^ou are right 
there — a thrashing Pav el I anitcl trike me God 
But how can \ e h Ip bowin do vn at \our feet 
if you are our benefactor and a real fatl t to us ? 
\our honour I give you my word her s 
before God jon may spit in luy /aoe r/ / 
dece ve you as oon s my Matry ona thi same 
here is ell gain and restored to 1 er natural 
condition 1 11 m ke anyth ng for your honour 
that you would hke to order ! A cig rett e-case 
f yoj like of tie best brehvood balls for 
croquet skittles of the most foreign pattern I can 
turn 1 w 11 make anything for you * I 

V on t take a farthing from you In Moscow they 
would ch rge you four r ubles for such a cigarett 
cas but I won t take a farthing The doctor vill 
laugh and s y Oh all right 11 right Isetl 

But it a p ty y u are a dr nkard I know 

how to roana e the gentry old g 1 There isn t 
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a gcntJanan I coaJdn t tail, to O God gr nt 
we don t g t ofl tl e road 01 bow it is blowirg 1 
On se>cs axe full ( now 

\ th turner went on nmttcnitg endle- h 
He pr tiled on mecbaiucally to get a little reb f 
f m h s d p e^ng feel a 31 had plenty ol 
words on bis t .gu but the thou hts and 
quest ons m bis bram w re e\ n more numerous 
“kirro V bad come open the turner unawares, 
onlooked for and ur vpected and now he could 
cot get o cr » c u!d not reco et hiin’^ He 
had I ed hitherto in unr 6ifd aim as thou h 
m drunken half-consciou n«.s knowin^ neither 
gn t ncir j y ard n w h was sudd nly ware of 
a drea(ifui pain n b S heart Th care-e^s idler 
and drunkard found himself quit addealj in th 
position fa busy man « h^d m by anuctics 
and ha,t and e en iru ^,hng th nature 
Th turner retn tnbered ih t his troubl had 
begun th e e ong befer UTi n h had com 
homejesterd yes rung abttledrunk as usual and 
fcomlong'est bhshedh bthadbe<nin weanugand 
hakin h Ests his Id woman h d looked at her 
rowdy pou^e as she had ne\ er locked a him befor 
Usually th express n in her ged eyes was th t of 
a martyr meek like that of a dog freqc ntly beaten 
and badly fed this time she had looked at him 
sternly and immo •ably as saints m the h ly p 
tWEs or dying peopi look From that stran c *3 
lookinherej’esihetroubl hadbe*Tin Thetomer 
stupefied with amanement berro ed a horse fr m 
a ca hbtw and now was takin<» bts old woman 
to th hosp tal in th h pe th t by means of 
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powders ind ointments Pa\ el Ivanitch would btiHo 
ba k hia old woman s habitual expression 

1 saj Matrj ona tl e turner muttered 

if Pavel Ivamtch a ks you wl ether I b at >ou 
sav Never and I nev r will beat ^ou again 
I swear it And did 1 ever beat y ou out of spite ? 
1 }ust I cat >ou V itl out tbinkinj, 1 am sorry tor 
jou Some men wouldn t trouble bit here I am 
taking jou 1 am doing my be t And tb 

way it sno^vs th \ay it snoN-s Thy W II be 
done O Lord God grant \ don t get off the 
road Does jour side ache Matryona that 

5011 don t speak ? I ask you dors your s de ache ? 

It struck him as strange that the snow on his 
old \ Oman s face v as not melting it \ as queer 
that the face itself looked som ho drawn and 
had turned a pale grey d n v v axen hue and had 
grown grav e an 1 ofemn 

You are a fool muttered the turner 
I tell YOU on r y consc ence 1 efo e Goa 
and iou go and Well you are a fool I 
have a good mml not tj take >ou to Pavel 
Ivanitct 

fh turner let the reins go and 1 gan thinking 
He CO lid not bring h mself to look round at his 
old \ Oman he \ as fnghtened He \ as afraid 
too of sking her a question and not getting an 
answer At 1 st to make an nd of uncertainty 
vitfout looking round he f It his old vomans 
cold hand The lifted hand fell like a ! g 
She IS dead then at a busin s l 
And the turner cried He vas n t so much sorry 
as annojed He thought hoi quicUy everytlung 
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passes m th -v, ortd lUs trovible 1 ad 1 ardly begun 
uben th tinal cat tt p c ? ad t appered He bad 
not had t me to I c utt t soUvkoman todow 
her be V s sort^ (or h r bef re she died He had 
I ved wnh her tor forty j ears but t! osc fortj years 
had passed by as it ere n a fog WTiat with 
(hunk wiess quarr U ard fxverty thcr had 
been ro feeling of hfe \nd as though to sp telum 
his Id woman died at the cry t ire when he felt 
he was sorry for he that h could not h e vithout 
her and that he had bcha cd drea ItuUy badlv to 
her 

ttliy she used to go the roimd of th Ilage 
h rerrembered I s nt h r out myself to beg 
for bread \Vh t a business She ought to have 
1 ed another t n jears the silly tl i g as it is 1 11 
be bound she thinks I really s th 1 sort of nan 
Holy ilother 1 but wh r th de 1 am 1 
driving ? There s no need f r a d t r now but 
a bur al Tom back I 

Gngory turned t ack an 1 lashed the h tsc nth 
all his mibht The road grew worse nd worse 
e cry hour \o he could n l se the yok at all 
I»ov and then tl e si -dg an mt ay ng hr tree 
a dark bject scr tched the tume h nd and 
fla-hed before b s eyes nd th u Id f \ sion was 
white and wl irling again 

To I e over again th ught the turner 
He rem robered that forty years ag Matryon 
had been young handsome id y that 'chad 
com of a well to-do family Th y had arr ed 
her to him because they had be n tt ted by h s 
handicraft All th essent ab f r a 1 appy hi 
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had been there but the trouble v. as that juntas he 
had got drunk after the eddiOt, and lay sptanhn 
on the sto% e so he had gone on mthout waking up 
till now His weddiHo he remembered but of 
what happ ned after the weddmg — for the hfe of 
lum he could remember nothing except perhaps 
that he had drunk lam on the sto\ e an 1 quarrelled 
Forty years had been \ asted like that 
The white clouds of snow were be miung httle 
by little to turn grey It w as getting dusk 

Whje am I going? the turner suddenlj 
belhou ht him with a start I ought to be think 
mg of the burial and I am on the ivay to the hos 
pital It 15 as tho igh 1 1 ad gone crazy 

Gngory turned round ag un and again lashed his 
I orse The httle na strained its uttno t and with 
a snort fell into a httle trot The tum r lashed it 
on tl e back time after time A knocking was 
audible behind him and though he d d not look 
round he knew it vas the dead womans head 
knock njj against the sled e And th sno v kept 
turning darker and darker the vind gre\ colder 
and more cutting 

To i ve over again thought tt e turner 
I should get a new lathe take orders gi\e 
tl e money to my fid \oman 
And thJi he dropped the reins He looked for 
them tr ed to pick them uj but could not — ^his 
hands would not work 

It does not matter he thought the horse 
wiD go of It elf it knm -s the vaj I mi ht 1 ave a 
httle sleep no Before th funeral or the 

tcqui m It \ o il I be as w cU to get a little rest 
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The tamer closed his ejes and doted A httle 
later h beard the horse stop be opened bis eyes 
and saw before ban soinethn dark like a hat or 
a haystack 

H would ha e got out of the ledge and found 
out what It was but h felt o ercome by sach 
nertia that t seemed better to freeze than move 
and h sank int a peaceful ^eep 

H wk upmabg oom w th painted wall 
Bnght sanh ht was streamm in at th windows 
Tb turner saw peopl f an him and his first 
feeling was a des r to how him If respectahl 
man who knew bow things h uld b d ne 

A requiem brothers { my old w man he 
said Th jnest sh uld be told 

Oh all n ft all n ht I d wn a oice cut 
turn hort 

Pa d Ivanitcb th turner cned in surpr se 
seeing th doctor befer him \ ur h nou 
benefactor 

He wanted t leap up ud fall n his knees 
before th doctor but felt th t his arms and legs 
would n t bey bun 

^our honour wher are m\ 1^ wher ar 
my anus ’ 

y good by to y ur arm and le^ 

They X been tozen off Coro me 
What are you crying, fr’kn bed ur 

hfe and thank God for t I suppose u ha e 
had sixty years of t — that enoo h for you 

1 am gnesmg Gt aouslj lorgi roe 

If I could hav another fi o x ycvjs 
What I J 
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The horse isn t mine I must give it fanck 
1 must bury my old woman How quJckU 
it IS all er ded in this i\otld 1 \our honour 1 a\el 
Ivamtch ' \ agarette-case of birchvvood of the 
best ! 1 11 turn you croquet balls 
Tl e doctor went out of the ward with a wa\e of 
his hand It was all o\er with the turner 
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rue deput\ examining n agi trate and the district 
doctor Nvere going to an inquest in th village of 
Sjrnja On the road the> icre oi rtak ly a 
snoivstom they spent a 1 r g time going round and 
round and arriv^ not at middaj as thc^ I ad 
intended but in tie evening when it vas lark 
They put up lor the niglt at tl e Zemstvo hut 
It o happened that it v as in this hut that the dead 
body was Ijing — the corpse of tl e Zemstvo insir 
ance agent L nilskj who I ad arrived in Symva 
three da\s b fore and ordenng the samo ar in the 
hut ha J shot hims )l to tl e gr at uri rise of 
everyone and the fa t that he 1 id ended his life 
so slrangelj alter unpacKin his eatables and 
laying th m out on the table ai d v ith the samovar 
belore lim led many p opl to suspect that it 
was a case ot murder an inquest was necessary 
In tl e outer room th doctor and tl e examimng 
mag strate shook the snow off themsel e and 
knocked t off their boot And m anwhil the 
old village constable Ilya Lo=hadm stood by 
bolding a hule tin lamp There was a strong 
smell of paraSin 

V/ho are you ? ask d the d ctor 

Conshtable aiuwcred tl e const ble 
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» ? t wt nb $J(n nJ 

Ue/n t » ! t* I t ^ 
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h far coat and t I It \ri\ «tt \ f Ion 
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Thev hv«encal nrera tb >n r g at 

r«o» 5 the doctor «cnt h tSi If euras- 
tbeCJC t oeyfli m the sanr roomw bjuu b ruitl»^ 
kisnew<papcr when hed n^s vntl tou I Rets up 
aster wi hisw f w lltou t Uirg l^^ut stmt 
j csence an I wi m h f-^I jn I red to sJ exit £jnj 
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self hp shoots Inmself m a viilafc m a Zemstvo 
liut so -as to gwe the maxwtiOTn of ttooble to every 
body These gentlemen m every circumstance of 
life think of no on* but themselves ' Thit s Vihy 
the elderly so ds like our nervous age 

The eldeilv dislike so many things said the 
examining magistrate yavning \ou should 
point out to the elder gen ratio i what the diifer 
cnc 13 between the suicides of the past and tl e 
suicides of to dav In th old days the so called 
gentleman 1 ot hin self becau e he bad made 
away with Go eminent mor y but nowadays it is 
because be is sick of life d pressed Whidi 

« bettbr ? 

Sick ot life depressed but vou must admit 
that he might ha e shot I ims If s mewhere else 
Such tro ble sa d the cc rstable sudi 
trouble It s a real alEi tioi The p ople are 
jry much upset your h nour they hav en t slept 
these three nights The cbil 3r n are cryi% The 
cows ougl t to be m Iked but th won en won t 
go to the stall — they are afraid for f ar the 
gentleman should app ar to tl em in th darkness 
Of course tVey are silly v om n but soire of the 
men are frightened too 4s soon as it is dark they 
won t go by the hut on by one but only in a flock 
together And the witness “s too 
Dr Startchenko a middle-aged man in spectacles 
w tl a dark beard and the xaimning mag trate 
lyzlun a fair man still young who had only taken 
his degree two years before and looked more hke 
a student tl an ar official sat in silence mu mg 
Th y were vexed that they were late Now they 
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l ad to \ i till morning and to stay here iot tfce 
mgbt »h ug) It H s not yet sjx o clock andt^'> 
Ii dUf r ih'm a long e\emno a dark night bore- 
dom un ml rtaW 1^5 beetles and cold m th 
niorm <] list ning to the blizzard that howled 
in tl cl nty and in the Jolt they both thought 
ho unlike ail thi was the life wl ich they would 
ha d osen for theirsfl es and of which the> had 
acc dreamed and h w far away thej both were 
fr m the r contemporaries who were at that 
moment walkin about th lighted streets in town 
without n ticm the ather or were getting 
ready f r th th atr or ttmg in their studies o -er 
a book Oh how much they would ha\ given 
no only t stroll al ng the Me -sky Prospect 
along Petro fca in SIosoow to li ten to d cent sing 
mg to sit 1 r an hour or so m a rest urant 

Oo-oo-oooo sang the storm in the lolt and 
som thing outs de slammed c cm ly {wobably 

\ ou can do as you please but I ha e no desir 
t stay here, sa d Startchenk g tting up Jt 3 
not SIX yet ts too early to go to hM I am 
off Von T umtz 1 es not fat from here only a 
couple of miles from Sytnya I sh U go to see tam 
and spend th evenin th r Constable ran and 
tell my co chraan n t to take the horses out 
And what ar y ou go ng to do ? he asked Lyzhm 

1 d n t kn w I expect I ball go to 1 cp 
Th docto wrapped hims If m his fur coat and 
w nt out L\ zhin could hear him talkin'' t th 
achman and th b Us beginning to qu cr on th 
fro n h ses He dr off 
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It IS not mce for you str to spend the night 
in here said the constable come into the other 
room Its dirty but for one n ght it wont 
matter I II get v samovar from a peasant and 
heat it directly 1 11 heap up som ha> tor jon 
and then you go to sleep and God bless jou >our 
honour 

Ahttlelater thee\amjnin^ raagistr te \as sitting 
m tl e kitchen drmking tea i ini Lo^had i the 
constable was standin*' at the door talkin He 
was an old man about sixty hort and erv tlin 
bent and white with a na vc smil on hi face and 
watery eyes and he kept smacking \ith his tips 
as though he lere uckm a sweetmeat He \ as 
wearing a si ort si etpskm coat and h gh felt boots 
and held h s st ck n his hands all the tin e The 
>outh of the exam nmg magistrat aroused his 
compassion and that was probabl> i hy h ad 
dressed him famii ariv 

Tie elder gave ord rs that he \ as to be m 
formed wh n tb pol supennten lent or th 
examimng magistrate ame he said so I 
suppose 1 mu t go i o Us nearly three 

miles to the olo t and th stonn the snowdr fts 
arc son ethint, tc nble — mayb one \ on t get there 
before mvdmght Ough how th wnnd roar 

I don t need the cld r said L> thin There 
IS nothing for him to do here 
He lock^ at the old man w th cut os ty and 
asked 

Tell m grand fatl r how many tears have 
you been con table ? 

How many? MTij th rtj j ears Fi 'ey ears 

*- 1 
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after the F eedom I began going as constable tbat s 
how I reck n it And ft in that t me I have been 
going ei erv day nee Other people hav e holidays 
but I am always gomg When it s Easter and the 
church bells are ringing and Christ has nsen I stiH 
go bout with my bag — to the treasury to the post 
to th poh e supennt ndent s lodgings to the 
rural captain t the tax nspector to the municipal 
IS t tb gentry to the peasants to all orthodox 
Chnst ans I cany parcels n t ces tax papers 
letters forms f d Her nt sort or ulars and to he 
snr kind gent! man tber ar all sorts of forms 
nowadays so as to note d wn the numbers — 
y U w white and red — and every gentleman or 
pnest or well to-d peasant must write down a 
dozen times n the year h w much he has sown and 
harvested how many quarters or poods h has of 
rye how many of oat how many of hay and what 
the weather s hk yon kn w and insect too of all 
sorts To be ure you an wr te what y u like 
It s only a egulation hut on mu t go and gi out 
the not es and then go again and oUect them 
Her for instance ther no need to cut open the 
gentleman you know yourself t s a illy thing 
t S only dirtying j ur h nds and here you h e 
been put to trouble your hon ur j u ha e come 
because it the r gulat on you can t help it 
For thirty years I h been go g und according 
to n^ulatjon In the summer it is all right t is 
warm and dry but n wmt and utumn its 
uncomfort ble At t mes I ha been almost 
drowned and almost fro en all sort of things h ve 
ljappened->-wieked peopl set on me m th forest 
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and took away my bag I have been beaten and I 
have been before a co^ of law 

^Vbat were you accused of ? 

Of fraud 

I!o\v do you mean ? 

\\hy you see Hrisanf Cngoryev the derk 
sold the contractor ome I oards belonging to some 
One else — cheated him in fact I was mixed up m 
It They sent me to the tavern for vodka \eH 
the derk did not share with me — did not even offer 
me a glass but as through my poverty I was — m 
appearance I mean — ^not a man to be r lied upon 
not a man of any worth we were both brought to 
trial he w as sent to pnso 1 but praise Cod I was 
acquitted on all points They read a notice you 
know in the court And Ih y were all m umforms 
— m the court f mean 1 can t 11 jou your 
honour my duties for anyone not used to th m 
are terrible absolutely kill ng b it to me it is 
nothmg In fact my feet ache when I am not 
walking And at home it is worse for me At 
home one has to heat the stove for the derk m 
the volost o&ce to fetch water for him to clean 
his boots 

And vhat \ ages do you get ? Lyzhm asked 

Etghtv four roubles a year 

1 11 bet j ou get otber Uttle ums comm" in 
\ udo dont you? 

Other 1 ttle sums ? No indeed f Gentlemen 
nowaday" don t often give tips Gentlemen 
nowadays are sti ct th y take offence at any 
thing It you brmj, them a notice th y are 
offend'd if you take off your cap before th m they 
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ai oS nded Yoa ha\e eorac to the -wrong 
entranc ih j $ay \ou are a drunkard they 
a\ “^ou sm U ot owon you are a blockhead 
jouar the son of a b tch ITi re are kind hearted 
nes f c arse but what does one g t from them ’ 
They only lau„h and call on all sorts of names 
Mr Altnhm fo instance he is a good natored 
gentleman and if ) on look at him h seems ^ber 
and n his right mind but so soon as he sees me he 
houts and does not know wh t he means himself 
II ga e me such a nam Yon said he 
The con t hi uttered som word butmsnchal w 
ocethat t was imposs ble to mai out vhat h 
said 

VSTiat > Lyibm sked ‘'aj it am 
Admmi-tration th constable repeated 
aloud H has been calling me th t for long 
whil f r th last i. > ear Hull \dn5 mstra 
U n But t don t mind I t h m God bless him 
Sometimes a lady ntd s nd n a glass / odfca 
and a bit f pi and one dnnks to her h alth Bat 
peasants gi e mor peasant ar m kind 
hearted they hav the f ar of God n th ir hearts 
one ■« U giv a b t of fare d n th*T drop of 
cabbag soup an ther will stand n glass The 
wU e Iders treat on to tea n th ta tm Here 
the w tncsses ha e gon t their tea Loshadm 
they said you t y her and keep watch for s 
and they ga m a kopeck each 1 ou see thej 
are fnghtencd not being used to i nd jestetdaj 
they gave m fifteen kopecks od oCered at a 
glass 

And you aren t you fnght n^ t 
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I am sir but ol course it is my duty there is 
no g ttmg away from it In the summer 1 ifcas 
taking a comuct to the to \n and he set upon me 
and gave me such t, drubbin 5 And all around 
were fields forest — how could I get away from 
him ? It s just the same here I rem mber the 
gentleman Mr L mtsky \h n he was so hi^h 
and I knew his father and motl er I im from the 
village of Nedoshtchotova and they the Le«rutskv 
family were not more than three quarters of a mile 
from US and 1 ss than that their groui d next to 
ours and Mr Lesmtsky had a sist r a God f aring 
and tender hearted lady Lord keep the soul of 
Thy ocrvant Yulya eternal me nory to her She 
was never mam d and when sh %3S dying she 
divided all her property sh left three hundred 
acres to the monastery and slx Imndred to the 
commune of peasants of Nodoshtdiotova to com 
memorate h r soul but her brother hid the will 
thev do say burnt it n the stove an i took all this 
land for himseff Ke thought to be sure it was 
for his benef t but- nay wait a bit y ou won t 
get on ir the w rid throu h injustice brother 
Tlie gentleman did not go to confession for t \enty 
years fter He k pt a% ay from the church to be 
sur and died impenilei t He burst He was a 
very fat man soh burst lengtt w ay*s Th n every 
th ng Was taken from the young mas er from 
Seryozha to pay the del ts — everything there vas 
\V 11 1 e had not g( ne \ ery far m his studies he 
couldn t do anythin nd the pres dent of the 
Rural Board hi uncle — 111 take him — Seryozha 
I mean — thinks he for an agent let him c Uect 
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the uisurance tl at s not a difhcult job and the 
gentleman was y ovm and proud he wanted to be 
h tng on a big r scale and m better style and with 
mote treed m To be sur it was a come-down 
for him to b jolting ab ut th district in awretcbed 
cart and talking to the peasants he would walk and 
keep lookmg on th ground looking on the ground 
and saying nothin if you called bis name n ht 
mhsear Serg yScrgeyitch h would look round 
like this Eh ? and look down on the ground 
aj'am and now \ou se he has laid hands on him 
self There s no nse m it your honour it s not 
nght and there s no malon out wl t s th 
meamng ( f it merciful Lord y y ur father was 
r dh and you ar poor t m Ttdying ther no 
Joubt about t but there y must make up your 
mind to it I used to h m giod styl too 
Ibadtwohorse^ y-our honour thre^ s 1 sedto 
keep twenty h ad of sh -ep but th Urn has come 
and I am 1 ft with nothin but a "ret hed bag 
•and Nesitbat. sw eWtGrONeswn lA-pioperVy 
And now m our Ned shtch to a, if th truth is to 
be told my house is tl worst t th 1 t Makey 
had lour footmen and n 51 k \ s a footman 
himself P trak h d f ur 1 bom r and now 
Petrak is a labourer h mself 

H w was It you becam poor 5 asked the 
xamimno magr trat 

My sons dnnk tembly 1 could not tell you 
howth ydnnk y nwouldntb h t 
Lythin listened nd tho gl t h w h Lyxhui 
w uld go back sooner or later t Moscow whil this 
old man would stay her fo e er and would always 
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be walking and walking And how many (imes 
in his life he would come across s ich battered 
unkempt old men not men ot any worth 
m whose souls filter n kopecks glasses of vodka 
and a profound belief tl at you can t get on in 
this life by dishonesty were equally firmly 
tooted 

Then he grew tired of listening and told the old 
man to bring him some hay for his f ed There 
was an iron bedstead w th a pillo\ and a quilt in 
the traveller s room and it could be fetched in 
but the dead man had been lying by it for nearly 
three day’s (and perhaps sitting on it ]ust before his 
death) and it would be disagreeable to sleep upon 
it now 

It s onlv half past seven thought Ly zhiii 
glanang at his atch Ho\ a ful it is > 

He as not sleepy but having nothing to do 
to pass away the time he lay dowm an J coveted 
himself with a rug kosl adin went in and Out 
several times cl anng a\ ay the tea things 
smacking his lips nd sighing he kept tramp 
ing round the table at last he took bis httlc 
lamp and i ent out and looking at his long 
greyheaded bent figure from behind Lyzhm 
thought 

just like a magician m an opera 
It as dark The moon must have been behind 
th cloud as the vmdo vs and the sno v on the 
window frames could be een distin tly 

Oo-oo 00 00 sang the storm Oo oo-oo 00 
Ho-ho ly sa amts 1 1 ailed a woman m the 
loft or It sounded like it Ho-ho-ly sa amts 1 
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U-boo{ Sf rn thing out tele tanged «t 
the wall Trah 

Th % mining m gistrate lutened there was no 
wxirran p th a t was the wind I ov hng It was 
tatf er oil and he put I is fur coit o cr 1 is rvg 
\s I g t warm h thougH how reir te all this — 
th term an 1 the hut ard the ol 1 man and the 
d ad bod> birg m tl next room — how remote 
t all was fr m th If he desired for himstlf and 
how ah'm it all was to him how pettj how umn 
teresting If this man had killed himself m 
Moscow or wjrr wher in th neighbourhood and 
b had had to b Id an nquest on him there it 
would ha been terest ng important and per 
haps h might e n h v l>>tn aiiaid t sleep in the 
next room to the orps^ Her nearly thou 
sand miles from M jscow all this w-as seen somehow 
m a difJercnt light t was not life tbe> were not 
human beings but someth g nly xisting accord 
mg to the regul ti n as Loshadin said t would 
jeav not lb faintest trace n th meirory and 
would be forgotten as soon as he Lvzhin drove 
away from SjTnya The f tbcrl nd th real 
Kossia, was Moscow P tersborg but here b was 
in th frovinces th col nies When n dreamed 

f plapn^ a leading part of bee rr eg a popular 
figure of being for instance exam nm magiS" 
trat m particularly mport nt cases or prosecut 
maorciutcoart ofbem soaetj I n on alRa}'S 
thought of Moscow To ii on must be i 
^loscow here on cared for n tin -g nc grew 
easily resigned to one a ms gnificant pos t on and 
only expected one thing of hf<=^to g^t aw y 
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qui Uy quJ kU And Ljzbm wcntallj nio\ed 
about tbe Mosco\ streets ^ ent mto the Cinnli r 
houses met kindred hiscomralcs andthetevgas 
asweet pang at his heart at the thought that heuas 
only twentv ix and that if m five or ten years he 
could break away from here nd get to Moscow c\en 
then it would not be too late and he \ ould still ha^ 
a whole life before lum tnd as t c sank into un 
consciousness as his thoughts began t be con 
fused he imagined the long cornd r of the court 
at Moscow himself delivering a speech his sisters 
the orchestra \ bich lor 50m reason kept dron nt, 
Oo 00-00 00 Oo 00 00 00 < 

Looh Tfah sounded aga n B oh 
And he sudd nly recalled hr v one d y vhen he 
was talking to the book keeper m th little office 
of the R iral Board a thin pale gc itlcn an with 
black hair and dark cy es walketl m I c had a dis 
agreeable look m his eyes such as on secs m people 
1 ho 1 ave slept too long after d nnor and it spoilt 
his dehcate intelligent profil and the hi h bools 
h V as w eiring did not suit I im b it looked clumsy 
Th hook keeper I ad introduced hun This is 
our insurance agent 

So that was Lesnitsky th v same man 
Lyzhin r fleeted n 

He re alletl Le^n tsky soft voice imagined his 
gait ard it seemed to I n thits raeoncvaswalk 
ing beside him no v w ith a st p hkc Lc* mtsky s 
All at one he felt fri 1 ter cd his head tamed 
cold 

Who s the e ? he asked in alarm 
The conshtable I 
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WTiat d» jou \ant here’ 

I h V orre to a^V: honotir — >ou sad 

this \c ri5 that \ou (Ii i not \ ant the elder but 
I m f aid he m > be aU'Ty JIc tci!d tre to go 
to him Shouldn t I go ? 

Th t n ot;h jou bother in said Lyzlm 
» tb V X tion and be cohered hir vrlf up gain 
He n y be angry H! go ) our } onour 

I h pe \0M VkiU be comf rtabl and Loshadin 
u nt out 

Ib Ih passag th u as co King and subdu<^ 

voices Th \ tn:S 5 ^ r uat r turned 

Well It th ise poor b'^gars get v \ early 
to-m rrow thougl t th ex n ung tnains- 

trate u U begi the q est as soon as it s 
daybgl t 

H began sinkin o f rg tf Ine- wh n sud 
denij thw were st ps g n t t n i thi tirne 
but rap d and noisy Tt r w il Ini door 
VO ces th scratching f m tch 

Af -»« j a- Avyr Bv- 

Startd ento vsraS askin h m h imMiv nd ngnly 
as he St uk n mth tic-r an th b »as 
covttcd w th now and b eht hUl it n vnth 
him von asl p ’ l^et p Let is g to 

\oa T -mitr H has s t fu own h r es f r v u 

Come along Ther at anv i sou will h 
supper and sleep Uk 1 uma b*- Y n se<* I 
have omeforyoumys If Th h rses r plendid 
we shall get th j-e m twenty ir \ tf- 
kn 1 what uiT is t n w 
V quarter past ten. 

Lyihin sleepy and discont med p t on ht f It 
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ov-erboots hjs ftr bncd coat 1 is cap and hood 
and vent out v ith th doctor There was not a 
scry sharp Irost but a violent and pierang wind 
1 as blo\ mg and driving along th street the clouds 
oi no V wluch scernfil to be raan awa> in terror 
high drifts were heaped up already under the fences 
and at the doorw aj'S Tt c doctor and the examm 
ini' magistrate got into the sledge and tl e white 
coachman bent over them to button up tl e cover 
They were both hot 
Ready 

T1 ey dro e through the viUag Cutting a 
feath rv furrow thought the examimng magis 
trate Ustlesslv watching the action of the trace- 
horses IctjS Th je vere 1 ghts m all tie huts as 
thougl It were the e e of a great holiday the 
peasants had not gone to bed because they \ ere 
afraid of the dead body The coachman preserved 
a ullcn Silence probably 1 e had f It drearv while 
he was \ ailing the Zemst o hut and no v he 
too was thmhinb of the d ad man 

At the Von Taumtz s said Startchenho 
they all set upon me \ he i they he rd that you 
were I ft to spend the n ght m the hut and asked 
me hy 1 did not bin g you itt me 
As th y drove out of the village at the turnin 
tie c aclman suddenly shouted at the top of his 
vote Out of the V ay 

Tl ey caught a ghmps of a man he was stand 
mg up to his 1 necs in the snow moving off the 
road and stanne it the torses The exammmg 
magistrat e sa v a stick wth a crook and a beard 
and a ba anl he fana d that it was Loshadin 
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Ed Tcn (aracd Ih t he >;«as He flashed 

bv aad disappeared 

Th d an at t:r*t alor the ed e f the forest 
then 1 ne a broad forest deann they can ht 
glunp«es of old pine» and a yoscg bir^ copse 
and t U gnarled \onn oak trees starding sinjy 
ID lb deancgs here the T\-Dod had lat ly been 
nt but soon t was all merged in the donds of 
snow Ih CO chxnan said he coold see the forest 
the lanunmo mam^trate could see rothing bnt 
the trace-hor^ Tb wind blew on th ir bads 
All t once th horses st pped 
\\ eU win-t la t now > asked ^tartchcnlro 
CTO* ly 

The CO chman g t dovni from th boT withont 
a word and began run on d th led e tread 
mg on his heel be mad (ar er and larger aides 
gettm^ farther and forth awa> from the sledge 
and It looked as thoc h h ir r danctn'^ t last 
h came back and began to tun oS to th n ht 
on g t o5 ^ oad h > asj^ed ‘'tart 
chenko 

Its all n ht 

Then there was LtU -iU ard n t a single 
U ht ntt Again th f arest and the 6 Id Again 
they lost th cad and a<^aia th coachman got 
d wn from box and dan ed onrd th sZe^e 
Tb sled e few alo a dark a enn flew wiftly 
n A d th heated trac hoo^ boofa knocked 
ainst th led Her ther was a fearful 

r anng socnd from th trees and nothin® could be 
seen as thou b therv ver fiymg on mto space 
and all at once th gl-iuio b ht at tb entrance 
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and the \vtndo%s flashed upon their eyes and they 
! card the good natured dra^^n out barking of 
dogs They 1 a 1 arTi\ ed 
^\hlle they were taking ofl thoir fur coats and 
theur felt boots below Un Petit terre do Clic 
quot was being played upon tl <. pnno o\erh ad 
and they could hear the children beating tin c \»tl 
their fett Immediately on going n tl ey % ere 
aware ol the snug warmth and speci 1 smell of the 
old apartm tits of a mansion where what ver the 
weather outsid hf is so w rni and clean and com 
fortabl 

That s capital 1 said \ nT unitz a fat nan 
with an incrcdilly thick n ck ani itl hiskcrs 
as he shook tl c examining magistr te s hand 
That s capital Touarc irywelco c delighted 
to make your cquaintanc W re c lie gucs 
to some extent \ou kn ^ At on time 1 was 
deputy prosecutor but not for long nly two years 
1 came here to I ok after the cst t and h r 1 
ha\e grown old — an oil t g j in fact \ou are 
very \ Icom he went n e adently restraining 
lus voice so as not to speak to loud he was goirg 
upstairs with his guests I have no vifc she s 
dead But h re I will introdu c my d ugbters 
and turning round he sfoutel down the st irs 
in avoice of thunder Tell Ignat to la cth sledge 
ready at eigl t o clock to i w rrow moriung 
His f ur daughters young and p etty g rls all 
weaxn g grey d cs s and with tl e r ha r done up 
m the s me style and the r c usin also young and 
attract! c witl 1 er hddren wereu the drawing 
room Startchenko who knew them already 
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b<“<»an at once beg to s n «OTie Jkicg 

and two ol tb soun^, bdi«- spent a lorg time 
declin tbe\ ould rot ^ and that thc> bad no 

nms tt en the coti- in dowr to the piano and 

with i rrbbn vci es. tbej saiu, adnct from The 
Queen of ’spades Ln Pet t \ erte de 

Lhcqu t was pi sed and th children skipped 
about beatiHt, uirft with their f»et 'trd Start 
rJieoko pranced about too E cr^bodj lau bed 
Then the childr« said good m ht and went off 
to bed The tminun, magu. jat e Ian t ed 
dan ed a q dm. ffned and k pt wondenn^j 
wh ther U as t all dr an Th lat hen of th 
Zercst y> hut th h p of t n the comex the 
msti of th bp^les the r It po nv tncken 
snrtoundin th -o ces f th itnesses the wind 
the sn w s* rm th dan^ j- of bcma Icot nd then 
all at this plendid b"* bth h hted room 
the sounds of th p a^o th 1 els gi la th nrU 
beaded children th gaj happ> 1 n hter — such a 
transform u n seemed t hini like a fairj tale 
and t «eemed incred bl that such transit ons were 
posaTil at tl e dntdnce f ■^om tw miles in the 
course of on hoiu ^nd drears th n^hts pre- 
-ented him from en] yin. hims Jf and h kept 
thinking tins was not I fe h e, but b of hi 
tragmenwS that es erythm he^e was acc dent t. 
that on CO lid dr w no concl>4Sions from t and 
he ev«x f It sorrv tw the^ curb who wer Uvinj^ 
and would end then h es m th wnds, in a pr nnee 
far aw j from th centre of niltnr wher nothing 
to acod ctah but e\erythinj, is m acco d nee 
with reason and 1 w and where for inetanoe. every 
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suicid ts ml Ihgiblo so that otift can explain \hj 
It has happened and ^’rhat is its significance in the 
general scheme of tilin'^ He imagined that if the 
life surrounding him her m the \ilds wire not 
intelligible to him and if he did not sc it it meant 
that It did not eMSt at all 
At supper the con\ ersation turned on I esmtslej 
He left a wife anj cl Id said Startch nko 
I \\ ould forbid neuT asthcnics an I all p 'Opl v. hose 
nervous svstem is out of ord r tr marry I \ould 
depme them of the ight and poss b luy j{ n uiti 
ply ing tl eir kind To bnn nto tl e w orld ncr\ ous 
invalid cl ildren is a crime 

He as m ui foitun to young man aid\on 
Taunitz ighing gently and shnk ng 1 is 1 ad 
MTiat a lot one m t suffer and think bout before 
one brings oneself to take o i s o\ i life a 
young If’ Su h a nusfo tune m y happen in 
any fam ly and that is a \ f ul It i hard to bear 
such a thing insufi table 

And all th g rls list ned in sil nee with gra\e 
f ces look ng t their fall r Lyzl n f It that he 
too must siv sometling but he couldnt think 
of nythinf ind m r ly s id 

■\es uitid isanunlei ble pi noinenon 
He I pt ih a arm r o n in a soft bed cov red 
V th a quilt under \ 1 ich there ^ ere f ne dean sheets 
but for some reason did not feel comfortable 
perhaps b ciusc tl e doctor i d Von T unitz were 
tor a long t me talk ng in the adjoining r om and 
overhe 1 he I card tlirough th ce 1 n and m the 
stove tl e ind ro ring just as n the Tem tvo hut 
and as plaintively ho\ hng Oo oo-o -oo I 
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T tir-tr V, / had di?d two 5 ears bifora 
and h was t U unable to en^n hmsself to his 
loso -nd what we- b wa> taking about ab«y« 
men i ned ht. mf and there no trace of a 
preaecut r I ft about him now 

I t po~aibI th t r m t some day come to such 
a oadition thou ht Lyzbia as he f II asleep 
still heam.^ th ot, h the wall his host s subdued, 
as t wer be ea ed t 'e 
The exananin-, ma'T-vrat d d not leep soundly 
H f It hot and n tr f rtabJ and it -eemed to 
him "1 hu ih v>3s ot at \on Taonit 

and u t n f Jean bed b t till in tb ha> at th 
Zerr t -ohut h an the bdued oiceaofth wit 
nesscs h fa. ned t t Lesmt k was dose bv 
n t titeeu paces a \ In .us d. e_irs he rem in 
bered how th msuran-e ag nt black haired and 
pale, weanng dust hi^^h boots h d com into 
th book keejy^ s oSce This j- UiS jance 
agent 

Then he dreamed that Learnt sTf and Losbadm 
th constable were walki tEou h th open 
country m th no.v sid b s de upporting «ich 
othe*- th =3 was whirling about iheir beads 
the wind was bl wing n tb n ba ks but ihev 
walked n sj-gin-^ \k go n,and mandon 
Th old man was li* ma'ucian in an opera, 
and both f them wer singiUj, as though they wer 
on the stage 

We go on, and on. and n 'Vonarein 

th warmth in tb light and 'nUe.aes, but we are 
vaBang in th freer a,A th term throo b th 
deep now We kn w nothm^ f ease w 
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know I Qtlnnf of \\ e bear all the burd n 

of this hie yours and o irs Oo-oo-oo ! 

\\ e 5,0 on and on and on 
1 yzhm voV.e and sat up in bed \\hat a con 
fused t ad dream And i by did he dream of the 
constable and the a ent to^, ther ’ It’hat non 
sensei And now while Lj zhin s heart i as throb- 
bing \ioIenUy and he % as itting on h s bed hold 
ing his head m his hands it seemed to him that 
there really was som thin m ccmmon bet w een the 
1 ves of the insurance agei I and the constable 
Don t tl cv really go s de by sid< holdm -ach oth 
up ? Some tie unseen but sigmficant and essen 
tial e\i ted betv en th n and e en bet \een 
them and Von Tainitz and b ti etn all men — 
all men m ll is bl e en in tbe remotest desert 
nothing is acaiental everythir^ is full of one 
common idea everythin 1 as one soul on am 
and to und rstand it it is not enough to th ni 
it 1 not enou h to reason one n u t I ave abo n 
s'ems the ^.i^t of insight into H a gilt \ hich i 
evidently n t b stow ed on all And tJ unhappv 
man %\lo had broken do m who ha 1 killed himselt 
— ^the neurasth me as the doctor ailed him — 
and th old peasant wl o spent every day of his bfe 
goii t, from one n an to ar otl er w ere only acci 
dental \ re only frat^nents of bfe for one who 
thougVt of I s o n life as accid ntal but were 
parts of oi e organi in — marv ellous and rational — 
{ r one \ 1 o th ugl t of h s own bf a> part of 
that uni ersal \ hoi and understood it bo 
thought Lv th n and it v as a thoi ^ht that b d 
I ng lai h dden in 1 soul and onh now it 
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ras onf Ided broad] > and dearlj to fcis con 
soon nfes 

He la\ d wn and began to drop asleep and a^aia 
th > wer go n alon,, tp^, ther singing We go 
n and on and n We take from life what 

to hardest and bit t restinit ardwel a ejonwh t 

ea-i and jovf 5 and stt n^, at supper }ou can 
coldly and «ecs blj dj cuss hj n suffer and 
pensh and why we are not as sound and as saasfied 
as you 

Wh t they were sui'nn had occurred to his 
mind befo but th th u ht was somewhere n 
the back'T tmd behind h other th u hts and 
flickered timidly hk far a t h ht in foirgy 
weather And he £ It that this mad and the 
peasart s suhenn*^ lai pon his consaen e too 
to esign hun<ielf t th f ct that Ihes peopl 
sabimss to th ir f te should tak up the bard n 
of wh t as hardest and Gloomiest m hi"' — how- 
awful t was To acc pt this and t desire for 
himself a lit full of 1 ht and mo eirent amoUt, 
happy and ontented peopl and t b continually 
dr ammg cl uch means dr amin f fresh sn des 
of men crashed b t il nd anxi t f m n 

weak and outcast whom peopl nl% talk f some* 
times at supoer nth arm san r*'cckeiy 

without g in to their help And aga n 

\\ go on and on and on as thoi^li 

someon wer beating w th hammer on hto 

temples 

He w k early tn th rn mm tb a headache, 
roused by a not- tn th next room \on T nmtz 
was saym^ loudly to the doctor 
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It s impo sibl for j ou to go now Look what s 
going on outside Oont argue jou had better 
ask the coachnan he won t take jou m such 
weattiet lor a imUion 

But it s onJj two miles said the doctor in an 
imploring \ oice 

Well if It were onlj I alf a mile If jou can t 
then N ou can t Directly you drive out of the gates 
it is perfect hell ^ou Mould be off the road in a 
minute Nothing will induce me to let j ou go you 
can say what you like 

Its bound to b qui ter toi'aids e\enng 
said the peasant nho vas heating th tove 
And m the next room the doctor began talkmg 
ol the rigorous climate and Us influence on the 
character of the I ussia i of the long ninters 
which bv preventin moveniert from place to 
place hinder the intellectual de elopment of the 
people and Lyzhin h t ned \ ith vexation to 
these olrervation and lo ked out of windo / at 
the snowd ilts % hich \ etc piled on the fence He 
gazed at the white dust % hid coveted the whole 
visible expans at tie trees which boied their 
heads d spai ingly to r ght nd then to 1 ft 
listened t tl e ho vhn and the bangm" and 
thought glot mily 

Well what moral can b drawn from it? 
It s a blizzard ar d that is all about it 
At midday they had lunch then wandered 
aimlessly about the house ihes vent to the 
indows 

AndLesnitsky islyin there thought Lyzhin 
watch ng the whirling snow wt ich racM furiously 
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round and rcrand opon the drifts Lesmtsfcj 
IS Inng ibcr the witresses are waiting 
The\ talked ft he weather sating that the now 
storm u. uallv la ted two daii and n ghts rarelj 
lorger At sn o dock thej had dina'r then th j 
pi >ed cards san^ danced at la t they had snpncr 
Th d > veas o «■ they t ent to bed 

1 the lu hi t wards mortun? t all subsidrd 
\Nhcii they g t up and looked out of window 
th bare w Ijoi-s w th ther weaUj drooping 
branches wer tandir perfectlv moll nless it 
was dull and 1 11 as tho h Natu c no were 
ashamed of ts rg\ of t mad a hts and the 
li~encc it had n t ts pa- ors The horses 
harnessed tand in h d b-c wait ng at th fr et 
door since t o ' »ck n the rro nin \\T cn it 
was fully day 1 g^i th d tor and th xamin n^, 
magKlrat put on th ir fur co l and felt boots 
and sasmg goofl h\ to then host w ni ui 
At the tep^ besd th coachm n tood th 
familiar f'nir of th onshtabl ll\a loshadm, 
with an old leatl er ba„ across h h ulder and no 
cap on fus I ead co red with ow 11 \ i ard 
f ce was ted a d wet with ; -rsp ati n The 
foroman «1 o bad come at t h If th genllMrcn 
and CO cr their 1 gs looked at Jum terrJy and 
sa 1 

What a e 1 ou standin* here f voa Jd u il ? 
C t way 

\ou. hon u th pf<pfle are n us sail 
los* au n m I ^ na ly !1 -r I fac nd 
evidm Iv fl asrd at seeing I la i tl pnopl h 
had waited far «*• long Tt peopl ar er\ 
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uneasy the rtildren ^re cr\it\g They 

thought yovir honour t^at you liad g ne back 
to the town a am St o\v us the 1 eav nlv nercy 
our benefactors ' 

The do tor and the e-^amining magi trate s.aid 
nothiOj, {,ot into the sledge and dro\ to byrnya 
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A FIRST CXAS5 passenger who had )ust din^d at 
the station and drunk a little too much lay down 
on the velvet co\ cred seat stretched himself out 
luxunou ly and sank into a dote After a nap 
of no more than five minutes he looked with oily 
eves at his i \ i vis gave a smirk and said 

My father of blessed memory used to like to 
have his heels tickled hv peasant women after 
dinner I am 3ust like him with th s difference 
that after dmn t I al vays like my tongue and my 
brains g ntfy stimilated Sinfid man as I am 
I 1 kc empty talk on a full Stomach Wdl you 
allow me to t av e a chat with you ? 

I shall b del ghte 1 answ red tf e vis d tis 
After a good dinner the most trifling subject 
i ufficient to arou e deviJi hly great thoughts m 
my bram For instance we saw just now near 
the refreshm nt bar two young men and you 
h ard one congratulate tie other on be ng cele- 
brated 1 congratulate you he said you are 
air ady a celebrity and are bcginmng to win fam 
Evidently actors or journalists of niicroscfpic 
dimens ons But they are n t the point The 
question that is occupying my mmd at the mom nt 
sir IS exactly \ hat is to be understood by the word 
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fave cr cel r l\ What do joo think * Ptshkifl 
called a hn ht patch on a rag. ed gament 
e all ni'T'tand it as Pu hkin does — that B, 
m r ir 1"^ bjecti K — but no one has jet given 
a Cl'S! i n al d finii on f the word I 

;TOnId Cl a good deal for sach a definition 
Whj do f-^1 such a ecd for it > 

■Vousee f kn wnhatf ire to the means of 
attanun it might aEo perhaps be known to is 
said th fir t-class p s&enger aher a momecls 
thought f mu t t IJ JOB sar th t when I was 
younger I stro af er Icbnty w th cv’cry fibre 
of my be ng To be popular wa» mv craze so to 
Speak For th -Js f t 1 led wo ked sat 
op at m ht net'l^cted irj meals -^nd I fancy 

as far as 1 an j dge without part al tv 1 had ah 
tb natural gifts f r attaini t To be^ with 
1 am an ejigi^ee b pr f'*s- n In th course of 
mj Ilf I h built m Russ som t doicn 
magnificent bnf’ es I ha laid qued rts for 
three towns 1 ha worked n Ru_ a, England 
u» Bdgi m Seen dly I am th author of 

several special treatises in mv own hr And 
tbirdlj mj dear ir 1 ha e fr m a boj h d a weak 
ness for cheiEtotrj Studjar^, th t saen m my 
letoor hours i dtooovercd methods f btaimug 
certain organic aatE so that v u will find m name 
m all th ftrei"n namiat of h nustrv I h 
alw V3 been in th sem'^ I b ruen to th grad 
facts Icj il CO neC or and I ha an uablmnsh'^ 
ecor I win n t f ti'*n vocr att ot on by nn 
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And >ct here I am in mv old ce 1 am getting 
readv for mv cofin o to say and I am os celebrated 
as that black dOj, yonder tnnn ng on the embank 
nent 

How can vou tell ? Perhaj>s joa are cele 
brated 

H m 1 Wed we will test it t once Tell 
me have \ on ever heard tl e nan Krihunot > 

The tjs I 1 $ raise J hi yes to the ceiling 
thought a rmnute and langl ed 

hJo I ha\efi t heard it 1 c said 

That IS tay s-wn ame Yon a nan of ednta 
tion getttn on m >eirs hav net r heard of ine 
'—a. conMnetn^ prot 1 1 It s e \d nt tt at m my 
efibrts to g im fan e I hat e n t done the right thing 
at alt I d d not kno the n ht t y to set to work 
and tryin to cat h fame by the tail got on the 
tTOng side of her 

Wiat i the n 1 1 vay to set to work ? 

Well thedenlonlt knows Talent tousaj ^ 
Genius ^ O i«nnvd ij > \ot a bit of it sir 
people have 1 d and made a care< r side by sid 
with new hot r vorthlcss tr al and even con 
temptiW mpar d vitl m They did not do o e- 
tentU of th work 1 d d hd not put Ihems Ives 
out ver not disimwui hed for their t^enls and 
did not tn ke an Kon to be t lebrated W just 
look at the n Their names ar contmuallv in the 
newspapers and on n\ i s Ups It y n aia not 
tired of h tening 1 will lUu trat it bv an ex mjde 
Some year ^ I built a btid^e in the town. K 1 
must t H you that th dulness of that scurvy 
little totn was terrible If it hal not been for 
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woir n and aids I belie e I sho ild ha g n out 
t in> tni d \\ n t s ar old story I \ as so 
bor'd ibai 1 got nto n aSair v.ilh a s«iR<* 
E ry n \ as nthusia ti about h r the devtl 
onlj kntw^ why to my thmkmg she was~vrbat 
hall I ay ? — an d nary commonpl c creatuf*" 
hke lots £ others Th hussy \ as empty headed 
ill t mpered greedy and vhat s more she was a 
fool 

She ate and drank a vast amount si pt tiU five 
o dock m tl e afternoon —and I fan y did nothin 
else Sh w as looked upon as a cocott a d that 
was indeed her profes on b t vh n peoples nted 
to efet to her n a literary fashion they called 
her an a tress and a singer I used to b de oted to 
the theatre and th refor thi fraudulent pretence 
f be ng an at^iess made me fur o ly indignant 
My young 1 dy had ot th si gl test n ht to 
call herself an ct ess or singer Sh was a 
creatur ntir 1yd o d of talent 1 d 

fcelm — a p t W creatur on may say As 
far as 1 can jud si e sang disgust gl\ Th 
vrhol chrm fhr art ly n her krckui 
up her legs on e\ ry smtabi o cas on and nOt 
bein embarr ssed when people walked into her 
dress ng oora She su^y selected t nslated 
vaud viller with nging in th m and oppor 
tnmties fo disportm? hr If m m le attire m 
t ht In fact t was — o h M 11 I ask your 
attent on A I remember no a public cere- 
mony took pla to lebrate th opemng of th 
n wly construct d bnd Ther was a r ligi u 
ervice ther w re speeches t legr ns and so on 
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1 httn^ about m> cbenshed creation you knou 
all tbi* while afraid that my heart vould burst \ith 
the excitement oi an author Its <in old story 
and there s no need for false modesty and so I 
mil tell you that mj bndgeu as a magnificent \ orkl 
It was not a bridge but a pi tore a perfect deh ht 
And who would not have been exoted when the 
vhole town came to the opening ? Oh 1 
thought now the eyes of all the public vdl be on 
me ’ Where shall I hid myself ? \\ ell I need 

not ha c worried m>s if sir — alas Except the 

offiail personages no one took the sligt test notice 
of m Thej stood in a c3fo d on the n er I ank 
gazed 1 kc hcep at the bndge and did not concern 
Ihems Ives to kno v \ho had b ilt it And it 
was from that t me by the \ ay that I began to 
hate our estimable public — damnation take them 
\\ 11 to continue AH at once tl e j ublic became 
g tated a whisper ran throu h th cro d 
1 smile can c on the r faces their shoulders began 
to move Tl y must has e se -i me 1 thought 
A hkeiy idea I lo k d and my singer \ ith a 
trainofjoun scamps va making her vay through 
the cro\ d The eyes of the now i i xe hurriedly 
follo\ mg thi proce ion A \vh sper b gin in 
a tl o isand \ oi es Tl at s so and so 
Charming Be% itching Th n it was they 
noticed me A couple of yo ng milksop 

local mat uts of the seem art I pre ume looked 
at me xd anged glances and wl ispered That s 
her lover How do vou 1 kc that ? And an on 
pttposse=smg ndividual m a top-hat with a chm 
that badly needed shaving hung tout d me shift 
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f OTj o foot to the otl er then turred to nc 
% th the % rd& 

Do %ou iai w wl 0 that lad> w w-alking on 
the other bank > T1 at s so-and so Her 

vni IS bene th all cnltasm but she has a rrost 
perfect masters of it 

Can y u tell m 1 asj.cd th anyr possessing 
indi id al who bmlt this Indg ? 

I rc~n\ d n 1 1 n answered tl indm ’uil 
some engineer I pert 

And wi o built th catlied 1 in tour town’ 

1 a ked a^ m 

I llv u t t 11 > u 

Th n 1 ed h m h was considered the 
best t a«.bcr n k wh tl bi-st ar 1 tcct d to 
all mj qj'^i ns the ur^ p«i^sess ig rli du 1 
answered tl i h d d ot n 

\rJ tell n pleas I V 1 n n luj n 
with wh *• IS tl i sini, r I 1 

\N i I so’T n^i all kr 1. 

W II 1 ow d j 1 K t t Sit But to 

proceed Tlrre ai no m tines npers e bards 
nowadij-s 1 ctl britj s cr tod ol ost clu 
Sivehmh r spaper Th d a fler ll edcc>ica 
tion of the brit. I greedily snat heti up th local 
tfr and ImVed fjr \-s If in t I soent 

I r tir ernmin., uy yeso er nth fc_f pages 
andatlatthet uw_v — hurrah Ib«*^n eadi 

\estcTday n bea t fj w ther liefTe a 
ncourse of peopl in th- p eyva: I IIi Excel 
I rcy th Gos’e-r ir of th pr % nc soar ! so 
and o*heT t, -ni lanes ih -r tn oft! ded«-a 
t n c< th newly ctr rted brvl c took place 
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and so on Towards the end Our talented 

actress so-ard so the favourite of the K public 
was present at the dedication looLing very bcauti 
ful I need not say that 1 er arrival created a 
sensation The star was wearing and so 
on They might have given r e one word ! Half 
a \ord Petty as it seems I actually cned with 
vexation 1 

I consoled nijself \ th tl e r fl ction that tie 
provinces are stupid and one could expect nothing 
of tl em and for c 1 bnty ne must go to the in 
tellectual centres — to P tersburg and to Moscow 
And as it happened at that \ery tune there as 
a work of mi e n Pet rsburg % h ch I h d sent m 
for a comp tition The date on wt ich the result 
was to be declared was at hand 

I took leave of K an 1 went to Petersburg It 
s a long journey from K to Petersburg and that 
1 might not be bored on the jotumey I took a 
rose ed ompartin nt and — veil — of course I 
took my singer \Ve set off and all the ay we 
\ re c ting dr nk ng champagne and -tra la la ! 
R t beh Id at last we r ach the ntellectual centre 
1 arrived n the v ery day the result as declared 
at d h d the satisfaction my d ar sir of celel ratmg 
v \ n success my \ork received the first pnze 
III rr h bext day I vent out alon^ the Nevsky 
and sp nt se\ enty kopecks on various ne vspapers 
I hastened t my hotel room lay down on tl e sofa 
and controllngaq i\er of e\4tement made haste 
to read I ran tlirough one ne%-spaper — nothing 
I ran thro gh second — nothii^ either my God 1 
At last in the fourth I lighted upon the followm^. 
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paragrapii \ esterday the well kn %Tn pro nnaal 
actress so-and-so am ed express tn Peter burg 
\\ e note with pleasure tl at the cbmate o! the South 
has bad a benefioal effect on our fur Inend her 
charming stage appearance and I don t 

rcroeinber th rest Much lower d wn than that 
paragraph I found, printed m th smallest type 
The first jaize m the competition as adjud ed 
to an engineer called so and so Th I was all 
'Vnd to nah things better tl e> ev n m ^spelt 
my name instead of Kriktmo it w-as Kirkunov 
So much tor j-onr mt Uectua] centre But that 
was not all By the time 1 1 ft P t xsbur" 

a month later 11 the nessnaper were vyin^ 
with one an tfcex ndiscu- n or r omparable 
di m highly tal nted actre;,s and my imstress 
was r ferred to not b5 her urnan but b> her 
Christian name ard her fail r s 

Som ^ ears later I wa_m Mo^c w 1 -as sum 
moned there by a 1 tter n th mas r s own 
handwriting to undertak a \ ork for whicl 
Moscow in it newsp pers h d been Jamounnn 
(or over a hundred > ears In th mter at. of mv 
work 1 d h wed t pubh lectures with a phil 
anthropic object m on of tl tri,seum there 
On would has thought that was enough to mak 
one known to the whol town for three days at 
least wouldnt one? But alas n t a single 
Moscow gazette said a word about m There 
was someth ,, about houses on fire, bout an 
operetta sleep ng town counall s drmk nip- 
keepers — about everything hut about my work 
my plans m lectures— mum knd a lUce set 
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they arc m Mosco \ 1 got into a tram It 

was packed luU there \\ere ladies and mil tary 
men and stu lents of both sexes creatures of aU 
sorts m couples 

I am told the to\ n council has sent for an 
engineer to plan such nd such a \ ork I said 
to in> neiehbour so loudly that all the tram could 
hear Do you know tl e name of the ngmeer ? 

My neighbour shook his head The rest of the 
publ c took a cursory glance at me and in all their 
eyes I read I Ion t know 

I am told that there is someone gi\ mg lectures 
m such and such a m iseum ’ I persisted Irving 
to get up a conversat on I hear it is interest 
ing 

h one en nodded h dently they 1 ad not 
all of them heard of tl lectures nd the ladies 
we note enawire fth cm tenc oft! mus im 
AW that wo Id not ha em ttered but imagine my 
de r sir the p ople suidcnly 1 aped to their feet 
and struggled to the indo s What was it? 
WTiat \as the matte ^ 

1 00k look my ne 1 hour nud ed roe 
P yous th t dark man get tm intoth t cab ^ 
That s the famous runner K ng 

\nd the il ole tram be'^an talking br athlessly 
of the runner \ ho y as the absorbing the brains 
of Mosco V 

I could gi c y D ever so many other etamples 
but I think tl at i cno gh Now let us assume 
that I am m st ken about myself tl at I am a 
wr tchetlh boastful and nco npetent person 
but apart from mys If I m ght point to many of 
3 
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n> oontcT'pcranes men rw— kable for tbar 
talent a>jJ i.^£tstrf wbo have ner^'erthelesa died 
utareco'Tiized Are Rcs-ian cavi^atars chcTUat. 
jhv« cast irechaii.aans arda'mcnltnnstspojjuJar 
swth the public > Do our crfu -ated rnsL-ses kno^ 
anvthiE of Rtsjan art sts -cuip crs ard litoaxj 
IT"! Some old liierarj back La-d werkm^ and 
talented wiD vear awaj the doop^tep of tfce pnb- 
h *’ers c£ces f t thirt\ three tears, cover reams 
of paper be had cp f libel twentj times a, d pet 
net step beyond bis am heap Can j’ou mention 
to me a sm^le rep csentm v [nr literature 'who 
■would hat e become cd b' led if the nnuour bad 
CT't been -vead oter th earth that he had been 
k’Hed in duel g ne out of b s mind been «ent 
mto eaSe or had ch^ted at card 
Th firs Kja,- passen er was so xated that he 
dropped hiS a ar out ot his tno- th and got up 

\ es he went on here U and Sid bv sd 
w th these people 1 can Q'q te jou hurt, ed ot 
all sorts of sir,gers, acrob is bufioo „ whose 
names are ■known to es er> 'bab'j \ es 
The door creaked thcr was a draCf,ht and an 
indi adual ot ftTbiddir,*, a-pect weanng an In nei 
nea coat a top-hat and blu pcctaicles walked 
mto th cam g The individual looted round 
at th seats frowned a*-d went on fmher 

Do yon know who that there came a 

tirm I whi-per from C^e furthest comer of the com 
partment That ts N N th famous Tula 
card-haiper who wa had up in connect on with 
the A b^d. affair 

There voo a.c Uoghed th first-class pas- 
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senget He knows a Tula cardsharper but ask 
him 1 ^bethcr be knot’s Scmiradsky Tchaykovsky 
or ‘'Olo\>ov the pbilo^pher— he 11 shake his head 
It s swmsh 

Three xmriutes passed in silence 

Allow me in my turn to ask you a question 
said the iis-d vis timidly clearing hs throat 
Do you knou the name if Pushkov ? 

Pushkov ? H m Pushko\ Ko I 

don t know it 

Tliat IS my name said the v s 4 vis 

overcome with en barrassment Then you don t 
know it ? And yet I hai been a professor at one 
of the Russian universities lor thirty five years 
a member of the Academy of Saences 
have published more than one work 
The first class passen r an I the vis 4 i s looked 
at each other and b irst out laughing 
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It was the benefit night of Tenogenov the tramc 
actor They were actm Prince Serebrjany 
The tragedian himself was playing Vyazensky 
Lunonados the stage manager was playm» 
Morozov Madame Bwbahtov Elena The per 
formance was a grand success The tragedian 
accomplished wonders indeed When he \ as 
carrying oft Elena he held her m one hand above 
his head as he dashed across the st age He shouted 
hissed banged ivith 1 is feet tore his coat across 
his chest WTieti he refused to fight Morozov 
he trembled all over as nobody ever trembles m 
reality and gasp d loudly The theatre shook 
with applause Th re icrc endless calls Ecno- 
geno was presented nth a sdver cigarette case 
and a bouquet tied with long ribbons The ladies 
waved their handkerchiefs and urged tfieir men 
to applaud many shed tears But the one 

who was the most enthusiastic and most excited 
was Masha daugl ter of Sidorctsky tl e pohco 
captain She was sitt ng m the first row of the 
stalls beside her japa she was ecstatic anl could 
not take her cj es off the stage e% en bet veen the 
acts Her delicate little lands and feet were 
qmaenng tier ejes were full of teats her chc^'ks 
w 
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turned paicr and paier And no onder — ^she 

s t th thoat e for the first time m hear 1 le 
H ell they ct how splendidly I she said 
to he p p the police aptain e erj tune the cur 
tain { 11 How good F nogenov is 
And f h r papa had been cap ble of reading 
fa es he would have r ad n h s daughter s pale 
littl ountenanc a rapture th t i as almost 
anguish Sh was er me by tl acting by the 
p) y by the surround ngs \\'hen the regimental 
band beg n pi ying bet n the acts she closed 
her yes exh usted 

Papa she sa d to the police capta n durin 
th I st int rval g behind th sc nes aj d ask 
th m all t dmn to-morrow 
The poltc c pta n w nt behind th sc nes 
praised th m all for the fine ct ng and omph 
mentrd Hadamc Beobabto 

Y ur lovely fa e demands a anva and I only 
wish I could wield the brnsl 
And \ ith a scrape he ther upon i ted tl 
company to dinner 

All e pt the fair s \ le shtspiered I 
don t ant the a tresses for I h a daughter 
\cxt d > th actors dined at tl pol captain s 
Only three t rned up t) manag r Lunonadov 
the tragedian P nogen \ and th cm man 
Vodolarox th thers sent excuses Tie d nner 
was a dull affair Lim n dov kept telling th 
police capta n h w much I c espect d I im and 
how highly he th ht f all persons n autho Uj 
■Vodolaio mm eked drunken tnerch nts nd 
Armenians and Fenogeno (on his passport I is 
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name was I msh) a tall stout Little Russian with 
blade ej& and trowning brow declaimed At the 
portals of the great and To be or not to bt 
Limonadov Mth tears m his e> s described his 
interview with the former Governor General 
Kanyutchin T1 e pol cc captain listened was 
bored and smiled afiably He w as s ell satisfied 
although Limonadov smelt stron ly of burnt 
feathers and Fenogenov wa 1 earing a hued dress- 
coat and boots trodden down at heel Tl ey 
pleased his daughter and made her lively and that 
was enough for him And Hasl a never took her 
eyes off the actors She hai never before seei 
such clever exceptional people 
In the evening the pol ce captain and Masha were 
at the theatre again A w ck later the actors 
dmed at the police capta n s again and after that 
came almost every dye ther to dinner or upper 
Masha became m re and more d voted to the 
theatre and went there every evening 
She fell m lov e \ ith tl e tragedian One fine 
morning when the polic aptain had gone to meet 
th bishop Sfasha ran away with Limonadov s 
company and married her he o on the wav After 
celebrating th weddug the actors composed a 
long and toudiing lett r and sent t to the police 
captain It was the ork of their combined 
efforts 

Br ng out the motive the motive ! Limonadov 
kept s ving as he d ctated to the comic man 
I ay on the respect These official chaps 

1 ke It Add somethin^, of a sort to draw a 
tear 
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The answer to this letter vas most discomfortin 
The police captain disowned hs dau hter for 
manying as h said a stup d idle Little Russian 

with no fixed home or occupation 

And the d y alter this answer \ as received Masha 
was wr tmg to her lath 

Papa h be tsme Forgive us J 
He had beat n her b ten her behind the 
senes in the presen 1 Limonadov the washer 
woman nd t o 1 htm men He rem mbered 
h w four days b lor the v -dd ng he was sitting 
in the Lond n T th w th the v hoi companj 
and all er talking about 51 ha The companj 
were ad nsing him to h nc it and Lunon dov 
w th teais in his cj es urged It \ ould b tup d 
and irrational to let bp such an opportunity 
WTij for a sum 1 ke th t one would go to Siberia 
let aton g ttmg marr ed When jou marry and 
h ath at e fiourown takem mto jour com 
pany I shan t b master th n > ou 11 be master 
Feno enov remembered t and muttered with 
clenched fists 

If h d esn t send m n y I U smash hr I 
\ on 1 1 t mj-self be made lool of d mn my soul 
At one provnncial town th company t ed to give 
Masha th si p but Slash f und out ran to the 
station and got th re wh n th second bell had 
rung and th actors had all taken their seats 
I ve been shamefully treated by you f ther 
sai 1 the tr gedian all is ov r bet\ ecn us 
And though the carriage was full of peopi sh 
went do m on her knees and h Id out her hands 
implonng him 
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\ love you ! Don t drive me away Kondratj 
Ivanovitcli she besought him I can t hve 
■without you 

They Ivstened to hei eutieatie^ and alter con 
sttUtug to ether took her into the coiuyanv as a 
counters — the name they used for the minor 
actresses who usually came on to the stage in 
crovvds Or m lumb parts To begin with Masha 
used to pJay maid servants nd pages but when 
Madame Beobahtov the fio er of Luronadov s 
company doped they made her inue She 
actea badly lisped and "was nervous ‘the soon 
grew us d to it howe ei and began to be liked 
by the audieti e reuo^enov as much displ ased 
To call her an acties^ he used to say 
She has no figure no deportment nothing what 
ever but siJlmes 

In ope provincial town the company acted 
Sdnller s Robb T nogenov pi >ed Franr 
MasVa Amah The tragedian shouted and 
quivered Masha r pcatf^ her part hVe a well 
leirnt lesson and the pL y would ha e gone off 
s tl ey gerteralij d d f ad 11 n t I cen for a trifimj, 
m shap Evoytl ing v nt w ell up to the point 
wh rc Franx declares his !ov e for Amah and she 
seires his sword The t agedian shouted hissed 
quivered and squ >ezed Masha in h v iron embrace 
\nl Masha instead ol r piilstr« him and crying 
Uente tt rrvbled vn \ is arms like a bir 1 and 
did not mo c she seemed petrified 

Ha e p ty on me she wh spered in his car 
01 have pit> on me 1 am so miserable 
\ou don t knov your parti listen to the 
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prompter the tragedian and he thnist hi 

swc d nto her hand 

\ftet the pertormance Iamonado\ and Eeno- 
g rov were s ttiCo in the ticket box-o&ce en aged 
ncon\ersaU n 

\ont vofe does not learn her part you are 
n ht ther the manager vas sajnng Sh 
doesn t know her line E "crj man has his 

own Ime but she doesn t know hers 

FetKy’enov listened s ghed and scowled and 
scowled 

Next irornin klasha was siltm in a litU 
general fa p vmtin 

Papa, he heats me Forgi e us Send ns 
some money 
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A coUEGiWE asseisot cailed Miguev stopped at a 
telegraph post in the course ol his evening lalk 
and heaved t deep sigh A week before as he was 
returning home from 1 is evening s alk he had been 
overtaken at that \er> spot bj his former house 
maid Agma who said to him viaously 

\S ait a bit 1 11 cook you such a cr b that 11 
teach you to rum nnocent guls 111 leave the 
baby at your do r a d 1 11 ha\ e the la v of you 
and 1 11 tell your i f too 

And she d raanded th t he should put five 
thousand roubl into th bank m her name 
■Migue rememb red it 1 caved a sigh and once 
more reproached himself \ith heartfelt repentance 
for tl momentarv infatu tion which had cau ed 
1 im so much rry and mi ery 
When 1 e re ched his bunpalo v he sat down to 
rest on the doorstep It was just ten o d ck and 
a 1 t of the moon peeped out from hehmd the 
clouds Ther vas not a soul m the street nor 
near the bungalo •s elderly summer usitors wrere 
already g mg to bed hile young ones were \ alk 
mg in the oo 1 reeling in both his pockets for 
a matdi to hgl t h s cigarette Jliguev brought 1 is 
clbo V into contact \ith something soft He looked 
7 
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idly dt his nght elbo'v and ht fare '•ras mstaiitl\ 
contcned bv a lool of as nnch horror as tbom h 
beh d -oenasnak besdehim On the step at the 
erv door U> a bundle Someth ng oblon^ in 
pe laas snapped up in som thin — )udgiiig by 
th (eel of It a wadded quilt On end of the 
bundle was a httle op^n and th colle^nate assessor 
puttinj, m his hand felt something damp and 
warm H leaped on to hi» feet m horror and 
looked about him h*. a cnminal trvnna to escape 
from his warders 

Sh has 1 ft it he nruttered wrathfnllj 
through his teeth dencbm^ his 6sts Her t 
hes Here bes m trans<Tes.i n O Lord 

H was numb with terro an ^ and sham 
What was h to do noi^ * ^\'hat would hi wife 
sa5 if sh found out ^ What would his colleagues 
at th o^re saj ’ His Excellencv w uld be sure 
to him m th ribs guff w and I con 

gratulate yon He-he-he Though your 

beard t. grev 5 our heart is gaj ^ on arc a 

ro^ue, Sems n Erastos tch Th wh I col n> 
of vjirmer laitors would know his seer t now 
ard prob bl> the espectabi mothers of familifs 
would hut their doors to him Such mad ts 
always g t into the papers and th humbl nam 
of II guev worud be published all ver Rmsiau 
The middl window of th bunzalow was open 
and he could distinctly hear his wife. Anna Fihp- 
povna,! yin?th t hi f-r 'upper m the yard close 
to th fat Termolav the porter was plaint ely 
Jummicg on the balalaika The b by had nlv 
to wake up and be<nn to cry and the secret woold 
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be discovetetl Mtguev was consaQus q{ an o\ec 
\ helming desire to make histe 

Haste haste he muttered this 

minute before anj one sees 1 11 carry it away 
and lay it on somebody s doorstep 
Aliguev took the bundle m one hand and quietly 
with a deliberate step to a oid awakemng suspiaon. 
went down the street 

A wonderfully nasty position h reflected 
trying to assume an ir of unconcern A colle- 
giate assessor walking io sti the street with a baby 1 
Good heavens 1 if anyone ees me and unde stands 
the position I am done lor I d better put 

It on this doorstep No stay tf e mdows 

arc open and perhaps someone is lookin Where 
shall I put it ? I knoi 1 11 take it to the mcr 
chant Myclkin Merchants ar rich people 

and tender hearted \«y likely they ullsa> thank 
lou and ad pt it 

\nd Migu V made up his mind to take the baby 
to Mjelkins althougl tl e m rchant s valla was 
in the furthest street dose to the river 

If onl> It does not b gin screaming or mggle 
out of the bundle thought the collegiate assessor 
This is indeed a pleas nt surpnse Here I am 
carrying a human b in<, under my arm as though 
It were a portfolio A human bein^ alive with 
soul ith feelings like anyone else If by 

good luck tte Myclkins adopt him he may turn 
out somebody Xlaybe he will becom a 

professor a groat g neral an author Any 

thing may happen No\ I am carryang it under 
my arm like a bundle of rubbish and perhaps in 
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tturt> or fo'tj y rs I may not dare to sit down 
in his 

AsMigy M waikim; 1 -uanarro* deserted 

alf-n b^id a 1 ng r » of fences in the thict 
black, had of tt 1 m i -es it suddenly strocL 
I n th t I vvjs io ng som th ng \cry cruel and 
crmiinal 

II » mean t Uy he thou ht So 

mea tl at on an t agir anything meaner 
Why ar w 1 Ii g thi poor baby from door to 
dof>r > It n t t f It ti t Its been born Its 
lone 13 no 1 ar \\ sc undr Is We 

talc our pi asu d tl ocert babies base 
t pay th pel Its O h t thinfc of all this 
wretched bu_incsj> I o ne wro g and th 
d Id has oru 1 f t befor t If I lay t at the 

My Lons door th y J1 send it to the foundling 

ho^p tal and there t will gr w p am ng str ngers 
n mechamcal tm o lo no petting no 

spoil ng ^nd then h be pprent ced t 

a shoem leer h B lak in dnnl. wall Jearn 

to use filthy 1 ngu g will g h ngry A shoe- 
maker and I e th son of a collegiate assessor of 
good fam ly He my flesh nd blcxxl 

Migues cam out of th shade of the hm trees 

t th bright moonhght of the open oad nd 
opening the bundle h looked at th b by 

Asleep h monnured \ou btU rascal 
why y u n aqu 1 n nose ITi your father 
He sleeps and d'^n t feel th t t his own father 
looking at him \ It a dram my boy 
Well well you itie Forgi me 

old boy It Vins it s your f t 



A TRANSGRESSION 211 

The collegiate assessor blinked and felt a spasm 
running doAvn his cheeks He wrapped up 

the baby put him under his arm and strode on 
All the way to the iljelkini* villa soaal question 
were s\ arming m his bram and consaence was 
gnaw mg in his bosom 

If I were a decent honest man he thought 

I should damn everythii g go lath thu baby 
to Anna Filippovna fil on knees before her 
and say Forgive me I ha\e sinned Torture 
me but we won t ruin an innocent child We have 
no children let us adopt him She s a good sort 
she d consent And then my child i ould be 

with me Ech 

He reached the llyelkms villa and stood still 
hesitating He imagmed himself in the parlour at 
home s ttmg read ng the paper wl ile a little boy 
ivith an aquUme nose play^ with the tasseb of hi 
dress goivn At the same time visions forced 
themselves on his brain of h s winking coHeagi es 
and of his ExceUency di gm^, him in the nbs and 
guffawin Besides the pricl ng of his con 

science ther was something warm sad and tender 
in h s heart 

Cautiously the collegiate assessor laid the baby 
on the verandah step nd\ aved his hand Again 
he f It a spasm run ov er his f ce 

Forgive me old fellow t I am a scoundr 1 
he muttered Bon t remember e daj^ainstrae! 

He stepped b ck but immediately cleared his 
throat resolutely and said 

Oh come \hat will ! Damn it all ! 1 11 
take I im and let people say what they like 



21 Tnn T\i.ES or TcnriiON 

Ml u V i(K k tl b \>y and Uode rapidly back 

L« t then sa\ h t lhe> like he tl ought 

Ulg at e (ill nmj kn rt and say Anna 
F lipp. na \nn'i is goal vDrt she 11 under 
tarnl And w c 11 brinj; him up It it s 

Wy ell 11 h m \bdimir -ml lilt sa gtrlwell 
call her Ann t An>"»a> it vull b a comfort in 
ou old ag 

And he d d "15 1 determ ned Wfeping and 
almost (tint vntl si me and t iror full of hope 
and vague raptur he ent i t his bungalow 
\ ent up to his ife and fell on his knees ^fore 
her 

Anna FiJ ppo ma he said ath a sob and 
he la d tl c baby on ih floor Hear me before 
you punish 1 ha inncd I Tl is i my 

child ^ ou remembe \gnia ? M U t was 

the ties 1 d D c m to it 

And almost unconsc oos with sh me a d terror 
h jumped up with ut ait ng (or an nswer and 
ran out into the open air as th ugh h h d received 
a thrasl m 

1 11 stay here outside till she calls me h 
th ught 1 11 g eh tim to recos r d to 
think, it osc 

The porter \ rmolay pas ed h m ith 1 s bala 
laik gl need at h m and hrugged his sh ulders 
A m nute later he passed him gam and ga n he 
shrugged his sh ulders 

Heres a g 1 Did 5 ou eve h muttered 
gruming Aksm> the wa h rwoman as here 
j t now Semy n Er si tch Th silly worn n 
put h r baby dovm on th steps h ad while 
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she was indoors with me someone took and carried 
off the baby ^Vho d have thought it 

Whial ? WTiit are jou saying ? shouted 
Miguev at the top of his \oice 
Yermolav interpreting h s mast r s vrath in his 
Own fashion scratched his head and hea\ ed a sigh 
I am sorry Semyon Erastitch he said but 
It s the summer hoUdays one can t get on 
without without a woman I mean 
And glancing at his master eyes glaring at him 
with anger and astonishment he cleared bis throat 
guiltily and went on 

It s a sir of course but there — hat 1 one to 
do ? You \ci<3 bidden us to ha strangers 

in the house I kno v hut vc none of our own 
now When Agnia as here I had no women to 
see me for 1 h d one at home but no you ca 1 
see for yours If r on can t help ha\ing 

stran ers InAgmas time of course ther was 
nothin irregular bocaus 

Be off yous ou d 1 M -ni v si outed at him 
Stan ping and he v ent back into the room 
Anna Filippoima amazed and irathful was 
sitting as before her tear stained ey es fixed on the 
babv 

There I there ! M gue muttered with a pale 
face t\ istm,, his bps into a stmle It was a 
]oke It s not my baby it s the washer 

womans I I \ as jokin Take 

it to the pc ter 
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IIosouRED Su Father and Ben fa tor \ a pcUj 
clerk called NcvjTaamov was %\Titing a r ugh copy 
of an Easter congr tulatory fett r t tru t that 
you may spend this Holy Daj c en as manj more 
to come in good I ealth and { r jsperity And to 
your family also I 

Thelainp milicl the kerosene was getting low 
was smokin and smelling A straj cockroach 
\ as running about the table m alarm near tsevy 
raamovs Tiling hand Two rooms awav from 
the olfce Paramon the porter \a for the third 
time cl aning his best boots an 1 with such energy 
that the sound of the blacking brush end of his 
expectorations \ as audible in all the rooms 

WTial else can I itu to him the rascal ? 
Nevyrarmov wondered raising his eyes to the 
smi ttv celling 

On tl e ce 1 ng he saw t dark circle — the shadow 
oftlelarnp hade Belov it was the dusty cornice 
and lov cr still Ihew all \ hid ha 1 once been painted 
a blui h mu idv colour Vnd tl c olT ce seemed to 
1 tro such a place of <l ’solation that he felt sorry 
not only f r hii iseU but even tor the cockroach 
W CTi I am off duty t shall go a v ay but he It 
be on duty I ere all 1 is cockrotd H he tliought 
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stret htnp 1 am bored Shall I clean mj 
boots’ 

And tret hi one more NevjTaamov slouched 
lajih t the porter room Paramon hid finished 
cl aiung his boots Cr mg himsei vith one 
h nd and hold g th hru h m the othe he was 
stand ng at the ope \ nd w pane list mng 
Thei T in ng he whi pered t NevtTazi 
m V looking at h m wit 1 > es int nt and wide open 

Alreai> 

Nev^Tazim v pu 1 ar t th pen pan and 
listened Th Vaster lumes flo ted into tl e room 
with w h rt f f esh p mg ir Th booming of 
th b U mingled w tl th r irnble of am ges 
and abr th ch os £ sound ros th brisk tenor 
t nes £ th nearest chut h nd a loud shnll laugh 
^Vh t 1 t £ peopl SI hed he •yraaxmov 
looking down t the str -et wler shadow-s £ 
men flitted on a£te an th by th U mination 
lamps They r all 1 urryin t th midnight 

ser ace Our £ 11 ws ha had a dnnk b\ 

now you may b sure and ar t fling about th 
town WTiat lot £ 1 ughter wh t a 1 t f talk 1 
Imth only unlu ky on to ha t ther nsu h 
a day And I ha t do it ry year 

W ell n body for es y u t tak the job It s 
n t your turn to be on duty to-d v but Z- stupo 
lured y u t take his pi WTien ther folks 
areeu] ymgthemsel esyoulu eyour If ut It 
greedmess 

Devil a b t I it N t much to be freedv 
over — two oubles is all he git es roe a necktie as 
It s po Tty not greediness 
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And It would be joUj now >011 know to begoinp 
wjtb a party to the service and then to break the 
fast To drink and to ha\ e a bit of supper 

and tumble oft to sleep One sits down to the 

table there s an Faster cake and the samovar 
hissing and some charming Uttle thing beside 
jou You drink a glass and chuck her und r 

the chin and it s first rate You feel >ou re 

somebody Ech h h I ve made a 

mess of thmgs Look at that hussy drnrng by 
in her carnage while I have to s t here and 
brood 

We each ha% e our lot m life Ivan Danihtch 
Please Goi youU he promot»>d and drive about 
m your cawiag one day 

I ? No brother not likely I shan t get 
beyond a titular not if I try till I bur t 1 m 
not an educated man 

Our General has no education either but 
Well but the General stale a hundred thousand 
before he got his position \nd hes got very 
different manners and deportment from me 
brother Mith my manners nd deportment one 
can t get far And su h a scoundr lly surname 
Nevyrawmov I It s a hopeless pos tion in fact 
One may go on as one is or one ir ay han^, one 
self 

He moved away fro n the window and walked 
wcv ly about the rooms The dm of the bells 
grc louder and louder There was no need 

to stand by the \ ndow to hear it And th better 
he could hear the bells and the louder the roar 
of the carTiag*s the darker seemed tie muddy 
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w Usaiicitht mutty corn ce and the more the tamp 
smoked 

‘^hal! 1 hook jt and 1 ave the office ’ thought 
Nevs-raz mo 

Hut s ha fligt t prorr sed n thing w orth ha mg 
After coming out f ih office and wandenn 
bout th toi*Ti N '^Tanmov would have gone 
1 roe to his lodgi and in his lodging it was even 
grejer and mo e depressing than in the office 
E n supposing h w re to spend that d y pleas 
antly and with c mfort wh t h d h be> nd ? 
Aotlung but the sam grey walls the same stop- 
g p d Ij nd compl mentarv 1 tiers 

"SewTa imov tood still n th m Idl of the 
office and sank nt tV ught The j arn g for a 
new better I f gn wed t h s heart w tl an ntoler 
able chc H had a pas onate Inn t find 
himstlf sudd*nlj n tl st eet t mingle with the 
) ng crowd to take part n tl so! mn fest nty 
for th sake of whi h all those bell r clashin 
and those carr ges wer umbhng He Ion ed for 
wh t he ha 1 known m childhood — th family circle 
the festiv faces of his own peop! the whit d th 
light warmth He thought the amage 

n hich tl e 1 dy had just driven b> th overcoat 
in which the h ad derk was so smart the gold 
cham that adorned th s cr tary chest He 

thought of arm bed of the Stani lav ordif 
of new boots of a unit rm vnthout holes in the 
elbows H thought of all those thm^ 

because he had n n of them 

Shall I steal ? h th n ht E\ a if stealing 
IS an easy matter h d ng s what s d ffiedt Men 
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tun to \.inMica \ Uh. v.Uat they \ 

stolen bit the devil knows where that blessed 
America is One mu t have education even to 
steal it seems 

The bcll» dicsd do\ n He heard only a distant 
noise of carnages and Faramon cough while hi 
depress on and anger gre\ more and ir ore intense 
and unbeatable The clock in the office stuck 
I alf past tw Kc 

bl all I WTite a ecr t eport ’ Proshkin did 
and he rose rapidlv 

Nev jTaiiroo s t d v n at his table and pondered 
Ti o lamp m V hich the k rosen had quite run 
dry vas smoking lol ntl\ and thre ten ng to 
go out Tlie str j cockroach was still run 
nmg about the table and I d found no restin 
place 

One can alwaj’s s nd in a seu’et report but 
ho V s one to make it up ? I should want to 
make all sorts of mnuend cs and nsinuations like 
Frost km and lent do it Ifl made up anj 
thing 1 si lid b the t r t to get into troubl 
t r It 1 m an as d mn mv sii 1 

And \ -^Tazimov r km hts brain for a means 
of escape from his hopeless pos tion stared at the 
rough copy he h dwritt n The letter aswrtten 
to a Tu n horn he feared nd hated \ ath his v hole 
soul and from 1 om ht had for the last t nytars 
been tryang to \ Ting a post nrtl ighteen roubles 
a n onth mst d of th ne I e fiad it sixteen 

TOlbtiS 

\h 1 11 t acl you to run here you devil 
He viciousK slapped tl p Iro of his hand on th 
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oockroaLh who had the misfortune to catch his 
eje Nasty thin^, * 

The cockroach f U on its back, and wn gled its 
legs in despair Ne\-jTazuno\ took it by one leg 
and threw it into th lamp The lamp flared up 
ard spluttered 

\nd NevyTazimos f It better 
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In the viUag church of ^crhij Zajrmlv mas& 
was just o\er Tlie ptopl had begun moving 
and were trooping out of efurth The onlj one 
who did not move was Andrcy \ndrc> itch a shop- 
keeper and old inhabitant of \eThm Zajruiy 
He stood > itijig Jth t IS elbo i-s oi t) c railing 
of the right cl oir Hi fat and sha\ t face cov 
cred Mlb indcniat o s left by pmjlrs evpressed 
on this c ision t\ o c nt adictorj feelings 
resignation m the f ce of me table destiny and 
stupid nnbou ded d sdain for the smocks and 
striped k rcl 1 f i assi ig by him As it was 
Sunday he was dressed like a dandy He wore 
a long doth scrcoat w th yellos bon buttons 
blu trousers not tl lu t into hi boot and sturdy 
goloshes— the huge dumsy goloshes only seen on 
tl e feet of pra tical and prudent persons of firm 
rehgi us con nctions 

Uis torpid ey es sunk in fat w ere fixed upon the 
iken stand tl sa% the long famil ar f gures of the 
saints tl e \ rger Mitvev puffing out his cheeks 
and bio \ n out the candles the darkened candle 
stands the threadbare carpet the saenstan 
Ijoj uhot running impulsi ly from the altar and 
carrying tl c Uolv bread to the churchwarden 
*. 5 5 
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All these tilings he bad seen £ot years acdseenover 
ando era am like the fin,, ers of his hand 
There was onlj on thing howeier that was some' 
wh t strange and onusual Father Gngory till 
in ht> estments was standing at the ncrth door 
twitchirg his thick e> ebrows angr3> 

\Mio IS t h > vnnfcin® at ? Ood bless him 
thought the shopkeepe'' \.nd h is beckomng 
Titb hu fitter And he stamped hi_ foot What 

next SYh t the cnattcr H K Q^ieen and 

Jlother Whom does he mean it for ’ 

Audrey A d 'jitch looked round an 1 saw the 
church coTipl t Jy deserted Ther were some 
ten people standing at th door hut thej had 
tbtir backs to the altar 

Do come when j on ar called Why do you 
stand like a graven unag he heard Father 
Gngorj s ati<m> nice I am calling \cm 

The shopkeeper looked t Father Gn ory red 
and wrathful face and nl\ rhea realized that the 
twitch ng Q'ebex'ws and beckonin fiaeer might 
refer to him H started 1 ft the ailing and 
hes tatingly walked tOiwartL th altar tramping 
with his hea "V g loshes 

Andrey Andreyitch was t jou a:»fced for 
pra>crs for th test of JIanj a s soul ^ asked the 
pnest hte ejes angrily transnxm th shopkeepers 
fat perspiniii, face 
\es 1 ther 

Then it was >ou wrote this’ Ton ’ And 
F ther Gn ory argnly thrust beto his e>es the 
I tU note 

And on thu bitle not banded m by Andrej 



TITE REQUIEM 2 7 

Andreyitch before mass was mitttn m big as it 
were staggering letters 

For the rest of the soul of the servant of God 
the harlot Mariya 

"Ve* certainly I wrote it ansi ered the 

shopkeeper 

How dared > ou ivnte it ? wluspered the priest 
and m his husky whisper there was 1 lote of \Tath 
and alirm 

The shopkeeper look d at him in blank amaze 
ment he was pe plexed and he too was alarmed 
Father Grigory had never m his Uf spoken in si ch 
a tone to a lead ng resident of Ve hny Zaprndy 
Both were silent for a m nute staring into each 
oth r B face The shopkeeper s amaz ment was 
so great that his f t face spread ir all directions 
like spilt dough 

How dared you ? repeated the priest 

V/ha what ? ask d Andrey Andreyitch 
m bewUd rment 

You dor t undjst nd ? vhispered Father 
Gngory Stepp ig b k in astomshir ent and clasp- 
ing h s hands What have you got on your 
shoulders a head or some othe obje t? kousend 
a note up to th altar and % Tite a word in it which 
it \ ould b unseemlv even to utter in the street 
Why are you rolling j our eyes ? Surely you know 
the me mug of the word ’ 

Ar you ref mng to th word harlot ’ mut 
tered the shopkeeper flushing cnmson and blink 
in^, But you know the Lord in His mercy 
f rgave this very thing forg ve a harlot 
He has prepared a place for her and indeed from 
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tie life ftl h 1 \ lint M nja ofEgjpt oneroay 
see wh t sense tl e ord is i^sed — excuse me 
Ih sh pketpcr wanted to Imng for\ ard some 
ther arguin nt n his justificati n but took fn bt 
nd w h s I ps with hi sj e e 

So that s \ h 1 30U mak of it cned Father 
Gng y lasping his hands But >oa see God 
has f rg en I — <lo j ou understand ? He has 
forg en but you jud e her you slander he. call 
her by an un eemly nam and hom \ Our own 
deceased d u hter Not only la H ly Scripture 
but en n w Idly 1 terature you won t read of 
such a in 1 1 11 y u again Andrey you mustn t 
be o er ubtle No no you mustn t be over 

subtle b otl If God has gi\ n you an en 

qninng mind and £ you cann t direct t better 
n t g nto tilin'^ D n t go into things 

nd hold your peace 

But y ou kn w sh e-ccn my mcnt on 

ng t was an a tress arliculat d Andrey Andrey 
itch o crwh Imed 

An clress B t whatcs er sh w as you ought 
t £0 get talln\ hisdad nstcad of wnt n" it 
on th n t 

Just so the sh pkeeper ass nted 

"i: ou ought to d p nanc boomed the deacon 
Dom th d pths of tl e altar look ng co temptu 
ously at Andrey Andreyitch s emharra ed fac 
that would tesichy tol veofib gsocle er 
\our daughter w a ell kn wn act ess Ther 
were ev n not es of her death m th newspapers 
Philosopher 
To be sure 


c rtainly muttered th 
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shopkeeper the word is not a seemly on bat 1 
did not sa> it to judge her Father Gngory I only 
meant to speak spiritually that it night 
be cl arcr to you for whom you were praying 
They WTite m the memorial notes the various 
callings such a. the infant John the drowned 
i Oman I* lagea the wamor \ egor tl murdered 
Pavel and so on I meant to do the same 

It was foolish Andrey God lU forguc 
you hut beware anotler time Abo\e all dont 
be subtle but think like oth r people Make ten 
bo s and go y our w a\ 

I obey said the shopkeeper reh i ed that the 
lecture was over and all 1111,^ his face to resume 
its express on of import nee and dignity Ten 
bo vs ? \ ery pood I understand But no \ 
rather allov m toaskvouafa our ‘^ec ug 

that I am anyway her fatiier \oa know 
yovffsclt whatever she was sVe vws still my 
daughter so I i is excuse me meaning to 
ask you to s ng the requiem to-day \nd allow 
me to ask yo i 1 Iher Beacon 

Well tilts pood said Father Gnpory 
taking off his vestments That 1 commend 1 
can approv e of th t Well goyourw’ay We wilt 
come out immediatelv 

\ndrcy Andrcjntcl v liked vith dignity from 
the altar and witl a sot mn requiem like exprr" 
Sion on 1 IS red ficc took his stand in the middle 
of the church The ver cr Ifat ey set before him 
a little table with the memorial food upon it and a 
little later Ih requiem service began 
There was perfect stillness m the church both 
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ing could be heard but tl e metallic click of the 
censer and ow in'um' heal Audrey 

Andreyitch stood the \ erger Mat\ ey the midwtfe 
Makaiy \ti 3 and her one armed son Mitka There 
vi-as no on Ise The sacristan sang badly m an 
unpleasant hollow ba-s but the tune and th \ords 
wer so mournful that the shop eeper little by 
httle lost th expression of dignity and -a as plunged 
in sadness He thought f his Itlashntka, he 
remen bered she had b "en born w hen he was still 
a lackey in the service f th owner of Verhny 
Zaprudy In his busy life as 1 ckey be had not 
noticed bow h s g rl had grown up That long 
period during which sh was b m haped into a 
graceful creatnr witl a httle flaxen head and 
dreamy eyes as big as kopeck p eces pa-sed un 
not ced by h m SI e had been brought up lik 
all tie children of fa ount lack ys in ease and 
oomf rt m the company of the y ung ladies Tt e 
gentry to fill up their die time had ta ght her 
to reii to write to Ian he 1 ad had no hand 
in her bringing up Only from time to time 
casually meeting her at the gat o on the landmg 
of th tair he would remember th t sb was his 
daughter and would so far as he bad le sure lor it 
begm teachmg her the pr yers and the scripture 
Oh \cnthcnheh dth reputat n of an authority 
on the cl urcl rules and the holy scriptures ! 
Torb ddm** and tohd as her f ther s face \ as 
yet the gul h tened eadily Sh epeated the 
prayers after him yawning butonth other hand 
wb n h hes t ting and trying to tpress hitrisdl 
elaborately began telling her sto es she was all 
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attention Esaus pottage the punishment o£ 
Sodom and the troubles of the boy Joseph made 
her turn pale and open her blue cjes wide 
Afterwards when he gave up bem a lackey 
and with the money he had saved op<.ned a shop 
m the \Tllage Mashutka had ^one away to Mosco v 
vith his master s family 

Three years before her death she I ad come to set 
her father He had scarcely recognized her She 
was a graceful joung woman with tl e manner of 
a >oung lady and dressed like one She talked 
cleverly as though from a book smoked and slept 
till midd ly When Andrev Andrcyitch asked her 
what she was doing 1 e had announced looking 
him boldly straight in the face I am an actress 
Sucli frankness struck the former flunkey as th 
acme of cyn jsm Mashutka had begun boasting 
of her sue es cs and her stage life but seemg that 
her father only turned cn nson and threw up his 
hands she eased And they spent a fortmglt 
to ether w thout speak ng or looking at one another 
till the day she went a vay Before she went away 
she asked her father to come for a walk on the bank 
of the uer I amfut as it was for him to walk in 
the hgl t of daj in the sigl t of all honest people 
with a daughter who was an actress h yielded to 
hu request 

wiiat a lovely place y ou live m ! she said 
enthusiast cally \V 1 at rannes and marshes 1 
Good 1 ea ens bow lo\ ely my native place 13 ' 

And she had burst into tews 
The place is simply taking up room 
Andr y Andreyitch had thought looking blankly 
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at th a c nialersU-dir^ daughter s 
ectk^i^ca Tb^e is cu m«e pro** H m them 
th^ iTJlfc fcrom a fcOl grat 

\—d ^e b-d cr*^ and cned drawin her fcreath 
greecJv with bet wh che^t as tiioT.gh he f It 
Jie L>jd cot a lo*— ran 1 ft to breath 

^ d-^v ^mh'^tch sho *. hs b<^d Uke a horse 
that cas b««n bt ten .n-i t stifle pamfij mcmones 
beean rapidlv cros 

Be irindfnl O Lc-^d h tnnttereth tf Thy 
departed «ervar t'' t Manj and (orgive 

her si_s VO a^t_^ \ r m atar\ 

The tu^-etJi w Ido ^ bom tns I ps ary>m, 
bet h d d n ^ what fcs fcrmly c-^bedded 
m th co*jci _ c.-*- s-Zif t be driven out b% Fa Jier 
to or^ xh^aj ^ or even knjehed o t bv a 
nail 5 ataryevna s “^ed and w t>pered -■oTie- 
tbir_ drawing n de^ breath wM msarm"^ 
^Qtka was b.oodin^ o er sorpethii^ 

WTur ther t> co kness nor £>-• f ^ b- 
mg, dron-M t '^ens^an, ct er ^ hi* n^hi cheek 
with bi3 ba id 

E jsJi tnok coi ed np L n the e-s^^ cd 
bathed in the broad 6*aiian„ patch 1 suish re 
which C"t across th gloctni 1 1 empUres* I 
the chnrch And U •'^•emed as t ou^h the soal f 
th dead wotaan wire so_nn^ th^i sunlight 
t ^ether with the >nJOk TI- ih, f smoke hk 
a chUd ctsrhs edd-ed r and 4 oi-ad fioatcj^ 
cpwaxcs to the w^ow and as u wer bo «L .g 
aiorf trocB th woes and trijoUtiCi^ of which 
tha ponr vml was fad 



IN THE COACH HOUSE 



IN THE COACH HOUSE 


It was between mne and ten o dock in the e ening 
Stepan the coachman Mihailo the house porter 
Alyctshka the coachman s grandson, who had come 
up Irom the village to sta> with his grandfather 
and Nikandr an old man of se\enty wlio used to 
come into the yard c\ cry eve ung to sell salt her 
nngs were sitting round a lantern m the big coach 
house playing kings Through the wide-open 
door could be seen the whole yard tie big house 
where the masters family lived the gates the 
cellars and the porter s lodge It was all shrouded 
In the darkness of night and only the four windows 
of one of the lodges whicl was let were brightly 
lit up Th shadows of ll c coaches and sledges 
vtth th i shafts tipped up urds stretched from 
the walls to the doors quivering and cutting across 
tl c sha lows cast by tl e lantern and the players 
On the other side of the thin partition that 
dm led tl coach h use from the stabl w ere the 
hotscs There as i scent of hay and a disagree 
able smell of s Ithcnin scorning from old Nikandr 
The porter won and was Win h ass med an 
attitul such as was m his opinion b fitting a 
king and ble his nose loudly on a red checked 
handkerchief 
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I have orders to go to the police station to 
morrow said the porter There will be an en 
quiry But what do I know about it? 

\ saw nothing o( it He called me this mormng 
gaic me a letter and said Put it in the letter 
box for me And his e> es w ere red \ ith crying 
His wife and cUldren were not at hone They 
had gone out for a walk So when I had gone \\ th 
tilt letter he put a bullet into I is forehead from 
a revolver NVTien I came back his cook was 
waihng for the whole yard tc hear 

It s a great sm said the fish hawker in a 
husky \ otcc and he shook his head a freat sin 
From too much 1 aming said the porter 
taking a trick his vits outstnpped his visdom 
Sometimes he would sit vnting papers all night 
Play pe ant But he was a nice 

gentleman And so wlnte-skinned black haired 
and tall He v s a pood lodger 

It seems the fair sex i at tl e bottom of it 
sa d the coacl man slapping the mne of trumps 
on the king of diamonds It s ems 1 e wais fond 
of anotl PT man s wif nd hsUkrd his own it 
doosh ppen 

The king rebels said the port r 
\t that moment there vas again a ring from the 
j rd Tl e rebellious king spat wath vexation and 
went out Shadows hkc dancing couples flitted 
acres tie vindovs of tl e lod e There was the 
<sonnd of oiccs and 1 umed footsteps m the yard 
I supjxjvi the doctors htv come again said 
th coa hman Our Mihailo is run off 1 is 
legs 
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\ t anse vrai n;; tc«c rang ci t (or a troment 
iDth«%tf AlywhVa Jo<Actl m alan at I'lS grand 
titt rr U e cowl nun ni at the mnd ws and 
^aid 

H trokM rr on tl head at the gate 3 e<tfT 
laj and sauJ %\ t at d tij t lo \ ou «me from 
Ikj ? rrandfatfcrr who waa th t howled jo>t 
now ^ 

Hw gratMllatbcT iniraned th h ht in tl c lantern 
and mad no a wer 

Tteni n 4 lo4t 1 aail hltl later wnth a 
yawn. H is 1 wt and h s t il rn r nuned, too 
It s a disgrace fur tus children for the rest of tbett 
I es n w 

The porter am ba k and t d wn b\ tie 
lartcrn 

He IS d ad b said The\ ha e sent t th 
almshouse tor the old women to laj 1 im out 

The kivd m ol hea en nd eternal peace to 
him whispered the coadura anf he crossed 
himself 

LookWe at him Ahoshka erosswl himself too 
■S on can t pr \ for such a. him said th fiJi 
hawker 
AATij n 
It s a n 

That s true th porter assented Now his 
soul has gone straight to hell to th d vil 

U s a m, r pcated the h wker such 
as he hare tio funeral no requ cm hut are buned 
like camoit with no re«pect 
The old man put on his cap and got p 
It was th same thing at our Wy s h said 
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pulling his cap on further \Vc «ere serf tn 
those daj's the \ounger son of out mistress the 
Cenerals lady shot himself through the mouth 
with a pistol from too much leariung too It 
Seem that by law such have to be buried outside 
the cemetery without priests vithout a requiem 
service but to save lis'^ace our lady >ou know 
bribed the police and the doctors and they gave 
her a paper to say her son had done it when del n 
ous not knowmg what he w as doing \ ou can do 
anything lath money So he had a funeral with 
priests and e\ ery honour the music played and he 
was buried in the ch irch for the deceased General 
had built that church with his own moncj and all 
his family were buned ther Only this is what 
happened fnends One month passed and then 
another and it w as all ri ht In th third month 
they informed the General s lady that the watch 
men had come from that same dmrth What did 
they want ? Th y w ere brougl t to her they fell 
at her feet W e can t go on serving >our excel 
Icncy they said Look out for other watchmen 
and graaously dismiss us 1 at for ? No 
they said we can t possibly your sort howls under 
the church all night 

Alyoshka shuddered and pressed his tace to the 
coachman s back so as not to see the w ndows 
At first the General s lady w uld not hsten 
continued the old man All this is your fancy 
you s mple folk have such notions sh said \ 
dead man cannot hovl Some time afterwards 
the watchmen can e to h r ag in and with them 
the saenstan So the sacri tan too had heard him 
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h ■P' G€r:<T J 5 1 dv saw that tt was a 

faa*. j b Ji locicd la ter bedrocia wt Ji 

the w ^ o H-rt. ET" £n«id_ here are 
i« - ^ -e r f r aM f-T th-t go by 

11^ t n <a>cre* that no oce honj tea. tr sot 
\o <Lz u? mv or-- p?y and bnrv him sh 
3j 5r_- th<* ce^e'trr \i3d I ^’’•xse -he 
4 U, *- a el— -^nd the wa cbrren did 

-c The t tie wi— th ir£<3Tpti‘>n o- t to there 
to d_v but h hintoe-f th General <ca, to 
cn* w th cetn O herd tr^ve us 

otrr ^ bed t-* nah haw».er 

Tter IS •nh' od" d te vea, when o" mar 

pt V ty *T-eh pe<jp ifc — imd-i befjeft Tnsitv 
y on mnstn t gt -mto to beq; ar" thetr 
jaie, I IS a sm. b" tc* ma f-^:d th bmi> ftjr the 
«£ cl t-.esr <OTi. The General Zadr E=ed to ro 
ont to the tross- cads ever th-ee d vs to the 
hirers. Once at th croto-ri-ads a hi-.ck doe smJ 
demy appeared it ran up to tb feead and ita- 
sach a -we aH know what th t d ^ wa» Th 
General Lidv was like a hall-trarj creature fer 
fi t dzv* afterwards di nether a cry draiik- 
^ at once she fell on he kn'»>&»m the garden 
and pravtd graved- Wed go^bve 

frend- the h essing of God a.jd th Heaveclv 
' tacr be with ytr* Le* ns go 1,25-30 ynall 
open the ga e fc me. 

The fe-r-hawket a-d t-e pr^er west cut Th 
coadmaan and Aiycsrika went out too so as not to 
be I ft m th coacfc'fcosse. 

Th man was livtog a.d *= dead -jid the 
c oaefen a n . toi^md* th window* where 
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shadovi-s vvere still flitting to anti fro Only this 
morning he w s walking about the yard and now 
hei Ijnngdcad 

The time will come and ive shall d c too said 
the porter walking a\M> \ ith the fish ha\ kcr 
and at once they both an shed from sight in the 
darkness 

The coachman and Al> osl ka alt r I m some 
what timidly \cnt up to ih light d \ md ws 
A, scry pale lad> \ itl large t ar stainetl e\es 
and a f ne-Iookinc grej 1 eaded n an w r mo% ing 
two card tables into the middle ol the r om 
probably nth the intention o{ laying th d ad 
tnanwpon tbem and on tl e gi cn doth oi ll e table 
numbers could still b s en wTitten ui chalk The 
cook who had twn about the yard wadiig in the 
morning vas now stand ng on a chair stretching 
up to try and co\et the lookiUt, glass with a 
towel 

Grandfather \\l at arc th y doing > asked 
Alyoshk in a whtsjier 

Th i arc lust g mg t lay him on tl e tables 
ans\ercd h grandfatl r Let us go child it 
IS faedtim 

Tl e cos hman and \l> osl ka w ent back to the 
coacl house They said their prayers ard took 
of! the r boots Stej an 1 y doi n in a corner on 
the floor Aly osl ka m a sled e The door of the 
coach hov sc vere shut th e was 1 1 orrible stench 
from the extm uishcd lantern A little latu- 
Myoshka sat up and looked about him iliro igh 
the crack of the do r he could still see a li ht from 
thos I ghted windows 



242 THE T\LtS OF TCHEIIOV 

Grardfathcr 1 am {figlitmed I be aaid 
Come go to sleep go to leep 
1 1 U ou 1 am bjghtcred 
What are j u fngl-ten^ol ? WTiaiababj 
Tbe^ were s Wt 

Al> oshWa sudden!} jumped out of the sledge and 
loud!} weeping ran to his grandfathci 

What IS t ? What the matter 2 cned the 
coarbman m a fright gett -g up ah>o 
He s howling 
Who h wbn > 

1 am fnghteiicd grandfather do J^ou hear' 
Th CO chmon listened 

It s theu erjung h said Come ' there 
bttlc 5 Il> The\ ar sad so thev are crying 
1 want to go hom his grandson went 

on sobb ag and trembhng all o\cr G and 
father let ir go bach to th lUage to mammy 
come, grandfather dear God w 11 gisc j'ou the 
f ea\ enl} kingdom for it 

hat a sill} ah Come be qui t be quiet ' 
Be qu ct I will I ght the lantern, sill} 

Th coachman fumbled for the matches and 
lighted tl lantern But the h„ht did not comfort 
Afyoshka 

Grandfather St pan 1 t s go to the -fllag 
he besought h m wcepiu'^ I am frightened 
her h oh how fnghtened I am A d wh} 

did }ou bring m from th vill ge accursed 
man ' 

TVho s an accursed man ? "V ou roustn t use 
such disrespect bl words t j-o la ful grand 
father I shall whip } ou 
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Do v,hip me grinclfather do beat me like 
Sjdorsgoat but only take me to mammy for Gods 
merq I 

Come come grandson come 1 the coachman 
sold kmdly It s all right don t be frightened 
I am frightened mj’Self Say vour 

prayers 

The door creaked and the porter s head appeared 
Aren t you asleep Stepan ? ii asked I 
shan t get any sleep ail ni ht he sard coming in 
I shall be opening and shutting til gates ill 
night ^V hat are you crying for Alyoshka ? 

He IS fnghte red tt e co dunan answered for 
h s grandson 

Again there was the sound of a wading voice in 
the air The porter s id 

They are crying The mother can t b lie\ e 
bet eyes It s dreadful I ow ups t she is 

And is the fath r there ? 

Yes The father is all r ght He sits 

m the corn r and siys nothing They I a\ taken 
the children to relati ns Well Stepan shall 

V V a\e a { ame of trumps ? 

Yes the coachman agreed scratching him 
self and you Alyoshka go to sleep Almost 
big enough to be matried and blubbermg you 
rascal t-ome go along grandson go along 
The presence of the porter reassured Alyoshka 
He 1 ent not \cry resolutely towards the sledge 
and 1 y do n And wl ile he u as fallin asleep he 
heard a I alf \ hisper 

I b at and cover said his grandfather 
1 beat and cover repeated the porter 
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Th bcU rang m th >ard the door txealed 
and seemed also saj'ing I beat and cover 
When Al> rhk dreamed of the gentleman and 
frightened 1 y his eyes jumped up and hurst out 
cry ng it was morning his grandfather was saor 
ng and the coach house no longer seemed temble 
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Dukinc aH Ihe >ears I base bet-n liMntj m th 
world I have onlv three tunes been terrified 
The first real terror h ch made my h ir stand 
on end and made shivers run all over me was 
caused by a trivial but strange phenomenon It 
happened that havin noth ng to do one July 
evemn I drove to the station for the newspapers 
It was a still warm almost sultry evening like 
all those monotonous ev en ngs m Jidy which when 
once they have s t n go on for a week a fortnight 
< r sometimes longer n re ular unbroken Succes 
Sion and are suddenly cut short by a violent 
thunderstorm and a lavish downpour of ram that 
refreshes everything for a long time 
The sun had bet some time before and an un 
broken gr y dusk lay all over the land Th 
mawkislly sveet scents of tie grass and Sowers 
vere heavy in the motionless staoTiant air 
I was dn ng in a rough trolley Behind my 
back the garden jr s son I ashka a boy of e ^ht years 
old whom I had t ken with me to look after tl e 
horse in ca. of necessity was gently snormg with 
his head on a sack of oats Our way lay ^ong a 
narro v by road straight as a ruler which lay h d 
like a great snake m the tall thi k ry Tliere was 
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a pale b ht Ir m the afterglow of sunset a treak 
f light cut ts wa> through a narrow uncouth 
lark ng cl ud which seetned sometimes like a boat 
ard som tim -s lik a man wTapped m a quilt 
I had dn en a mil and a half or two miles 
when amst the pale hackgioond of the esMUng 
glow there cam into s ght one after another some 
grac fill tall popl a n er gli nmered bejond 
them and a goj^eous picture suddenlj as though 
b> magic lay tretched before m 1 had to stop 
tb horse for our saaight oad broke abrupt!' 
and ran down a steep md ce o' ergrowa with 
bushes \\ were st nd g n the h Uside and 
beneath u t th bott m lav a huge hole full of 
twdijjht of fantast hap^ and of space At the 
bottom of thi3 hole, n a wid plain guarded by the 
poplars and caressed bv ih gleaming n er nestled 
a 'lUa^ It was now sleep ng Its huts 

US church w th th belfry Us Uees stood out 
gainst the grey tw b ht and wer reflected darkly 
tn th roooth surface of th ni er 

I waked Pashka for fear he should fall out and 
began cant ously g mg down 

Ha e w got to Luk -o ^ asked Pashka, 
liftun, his head Uzdv 
\cs H Id th eins 

1 led the horse dowTi th hill and looked at th 
■fllage At th first glance o Strang arenm 
tanc caught my attention at the ery t p of th 
belfrv in th tiny windov between th cupola and 
th bells a b ht was twmkbng This light was 
lik th t of a mouldering lamp at on m ment 
dj ng down at another flickenng op \\'hat coidd 



PANIC FEARS 249 

tt come Irom ? Its source Vias beyond my com 
prehension It could not be burmng at the windo v 
for there were neither ikons nor lamps in the top 
turret of the belfry there was nothing there as I 
knew but beams dust and spiders uebs It was 
hard to dimb up into that turret for the passage 
to it from the belfry w.is closely blocked up 
It was more likely than a lything else to be the 
reflection of “mme outsi le Ught but though I 
strained my eyes to the utmost I could t )t see 
one other speck of light m the vast esp nsc. that 
lay before me There was no moon The pale 
and by now quite d m streak of the afterglow 
could not have been reflected for the window 
looked not to the west but to the east These 
and other similar considerations were straying 
through my mind all the while that I was going 
down the slope with tl e horse At the bottom 
I sat down by the roadside and looked again at 
the light As before it vas gl mmenng and 
flaring up 

Strange 1 thought lost m conjecture 
Very strange 

And little by little I \ as overcome by an un 
pleasant feeling At first I thought that this vas 
vexation at not being able to explain a simple 
phenomenon but afterwards vhen 1 suddenly 
turned away from the light in horror and caught 
hold of Pashka with one hand it became dear 
that I was overcome with terror 
1 was scued with a feeling of loneliness misery 
and horror as though I had bcei flung dovn 
against my will into this great hole f ill of shadows 
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^r’htre I was tanr* all alon^ wi h tbe WIrv 
looV -s »t tT* * iW 

Pa . '5 a 1 tnesi dci« r*\ t“TS in hotT<r 

W tIJ « 

Pashka. »*■ t s tt t g ean^^; on th bciln * 

PdiM-a kx'kcJ os« rr\ ho Iff at bellr) 
and ga a > awr 
\ >0 ca'^ t 1 ^ 

This bn i con wsa n with the ben rea-scred 
r- for a litil but not I t Ion Pashika setu-g 
r'v c^ea-tnes. tistereJ hii big ejn. upon th I ht 
looked at ir a^a n l en gam t the li t 
I am fng tc-’ed b wht pe-rd 

At this point braid e G\-*elf with terror Id tched 
tie boj with cr- hard h ddled p to him and 
ga T th hor«r a \-i„-lert Lah 

Itsat^id Iuc.t r'l-sc-if Tljt pbcDO- 
r'enon is o^a terr I becav^ I d n t noderetaad 
U everj h g we d n t nr lejs a^al » tna-stenous. 

I tned to jicrstune niv«ctf but at the same tun 
1 did net Wa od la_l _, th h r=ir \\>en we 
reached th pcfetn sta 1 n I ptjpor j- sta ed tar 
a full hour ch tt j;; wit tb o\ e^eer and ead 
threagh two or thre* rewspa'irrs^ but the iadin^ 
ol tmeasmess dd not lea e me On th wav back 
th Lght was ot t be seen, bn* on the other hand 
the -dhO"e*les ol the but ofth poplars and of the 
fcin up which Ihad to dn seeirrftota asthon h 
amnuttd Ar.d wh\ the light was th re I doat 
know to thn. d \ 

The second twror I expenenoed was excited bv 
a cn comstacoe no less tn nal I was retnro* 

mg’ Croai a romantic temew It was one o dock 
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at night the time ■when nature is buried in the 
soundest sweetest sleep before the dawn That 
time nature was not sleeping and one could not 
call the mght a still one Corn -rakes quail 
nightingales and woodcocks were calling cnckels 
and grasshoppers were chirruping There was a 
light mist o\er the grass and cloud were scnrry 
mg straight ahead across the sky near the moon 
Nature was awake as thou h afra d of missing 
the best moments of her life 

I walked along a narrow path at the very edge 
of a railway embankment The moonhght gli 1^ 
over the lines which vere already covered with 
de V Great shadow s from the clouds kept flitting 
over the embankm nt Far alead a dim green 
light was ghmmenng peacefully 

*^0 everything is well 1 thou ht looking at 
them 

I had a quiet peaceful comfortable feeling in 
my heart I i as returning from a tryst 1 had 
no need to 1 urry I was n< t sleepy and I was con 
saous of youth and health in every sigh every 
step I took rousing a dull echo in the monotonous 
hum of the mgl t I don t know what I was feel ng 
then but I remember I v as happy v cry happy 

I I ad gone not more than three quarters of a 
mile vhen I suddenly heard behind me a mono- 
tonous ound a rumbling rather 1 ke tl e roar of a 
great stream It gr \ louder and louder every 
Second and sounded nearer and nearer 1 looked 
round a hundred paces from me was the dark 
copse from which I had onU just come there the 
embankment turned to the right m a graceful 
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ur d anished am "o trees I stood *tiil 
la pc*-pl jnt> and waited A hu e black body 
ppeared t Trccat the tcm nouih darted towards 
me ard w th the viftness f a bird fiew past me 
aloTo th raib Less than half a rairmtc passed 
ard th blur bad vanished the rumble melted 
away into the noise of th night 

It was a ordmarv goods truck There was 
n thir^ peculiar about it m itself but its appear 
an e with ut an ngine and m the night puizied 
me Where ould it ha come from and what 
force £ nt It fit ag so r pdly al ng the raif 
Where did t come from and where was it 
flyi ! 

If I h d been superstitious I should have made 
up mv mind t was a party of demons and w tches 
joumevm t a devils sabbath and hould have 
g ne on my w j but as t as the phenomenon 
was absolutely mexphcable to me I did not 
behev m eyes, and was ent ngled m conjectures 
I a fiv m a sp der s w b 

I suddenly realized th t f was att !y al n on 
the wh 1 -ast plain that th mght which by now 
seemed inhospitabl was peepm into my (3<x 
and df^mng my foot teps all th sound> the 
cnes of th birds th whisperings of the trees 
seemed 'mister and existing simply to alarm my 
imaginati a. I dashed n 1 ke a madman, and 
without realizi g what I was d mg I ran, trying to 
run faster and faster And t once I heard some- 
thing to which 1 had paid no ttention before 
that B, the jdainti whimng of the tele<mapfa 
■wires. 


If \. 
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This IS beyond ev«ytlung I said trying to 
shame mvseU It s cowardice I it s silly 
But cowardice was stronger than common sense 
1 only slackened my pace when I reached the green 
light where 1 saw a dark signal box and near it 
on the embankment the figure of a man probably 
the signalman 

Did you see it ? 1 asked breathlessly 
See whom ? What ? 

Why a truck, ran by 

I saw It the peasant said reluctantly 

It broke awav from the goods tram Ther is 
an incline at the mnetietb mile the tram is 
dragged uphill The coupling on the last truck gave 
way so it broke off and ran back There is 

no catching it now 

The strange phenomenon was explained and its 
fantastic character vanished My panic was over 
and I was able to go on my way 
My third fnght came upon me as f was going 
home from stand shootmg m early spnng It was 
in the dusk of evening The forest road was 
covered with pool from a recent hower of ram 
and the earth squelched under one s feet The 
enmson glow of sunset flooded the whole forest 
colouring the white stems of the birches and the 
young leaves I was exhaust’d and could hardly 
move 

Pour or fiv e miles from home walking along the 
forest road I suddenly met a big black dog of the 
water spamel breed As he ran by the dc^ looked 
intently at me straight in mj face and ran on 
A idee dog J I tl ought WTiose is it ? 
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I looked round The dog was standing ten paces 
oH with his eyes fixed on me For a mmute we 
scanned each other m silence then the dog probably 
flattered by mj ttention ca ne slowly up to me 
and wagged his tail 

I walked on th dog f !} vin me 
tVTiose dog an It be I kept asking myseU 
W h re does h me fr m ? 

I fcne all the count y gentry for twenty or 
thirty miles round and kne all their dogs Not 
ne of them had a spaniel 1 k that How did 
he come to be in th d pths f th f est on a track 
used f r noth n but carting timber ? He could 
har^y ha c dropped bei nd someon passing 
through for ther was nowh r for the gentry to 
driv to along that oad 
I sat do TO on a tump to rest and began 6cni 
tinizmg my ompanion He too sat down 
raised h s head and fastened upon me an int nt 
stare H g ed t m w thout blinking 1 don t 
know whether t vas the influ nc of th tiUness 
th shad ws and sounds of th fo est or perhaps 
a result of xh ust on but I suddenly f It uneasy 
unde the steady gaz f his ordinary do"gy eyes 
I thought of Faust and his build g and of the fact 
that nervous people sometimes when exhausted 
ha hallucinations That was en ugh to make 
me get up hurriedly and hurriedly w'alk on Th 
dogf llowedm 

Go away I houted 

Th dog pr b blj liked my ce for he gave a 
gleeful jump and an about m front of me 
Go a ay t 1 shouted again 
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The dog looked round stared at me intently 
and wagged his tail good humouredly Evidently 
ttiy threatening tone amused him I ou ht to 
ha\e flatted him but I could not get Faust s dog 
out ol my head and the feeling of panic grew 
more and more acute Darkness i as commg 

on which completed my confusion and every 
time the dog ran up to me nd hit me with his tail 
like a coward I shut my eyes The same thing 
happened as with the li ht n th belfry and the 
trude on the railw y I could not stani it and 
rushed a say 

At home I found a \nsitor an Id friend who 
after grcetin" me began to complain that as he 
was driving to me he had 1 st his ay in the 
forest and a splendid valuable dog of his had 
dropped bel ind 
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THE BET 


I 

It \ as a dark autunui night The old banker was 
walkm up and down his study and rem mbenng 
how fittcen years before he had gi\ en a party one 
autumn evening Tl ere had been many clever 
men there and there h d been interesting c nv jsa 
tions Among otl er things they had talked of 
cai ital punishment The majo ity of th guests 
amon^, whom were many journalists and intel 
lectual men disapproved of th death penalty 
They considered that form of punishment out of 
date immoral and unsuitable fo Christian States 
In tl e op mon of some of th m tl e death penalty 
ought to be replaced everyv here by impri onment 
for life 

1 don t agree v ith you said their host the 
b nker 1 ha e not tried either the death penalty 

0 imprisonment for life but if one nay judge 
A prion the d ath p naltv is mor moral and more 

1 umane than m pri onn ent for lif Capital 
punislmcnt kill a mai t one but hf lonj, im 
pnsoiun nt kill h m lowly W ich execution r 
1 the more humane he v 1 o kill v u in a few 
m nutes or he who drags the life out of you in the 
course of many years ? 


5? 
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Both ar equal] v inuroral obsm ed one of the 
guests for thcj both ha\e the same object — ^to 
tale a\ y life The State is not God It has not 
the nght to take a\ aj what it cannot restore 
hen it wants to 

Xmon*' th guests was a yot^ng lawjer a yoon 
man of and twenU WTien he was asked 
his opini u h said 

The death nten and the hie sentence are 
equallv imiroral but if I had to choose between the 
death penalty, and unpnsoninent for 1 fe I > ouJd 
certainly chocs th =econd To h e anyhow ts 
better than not at all 

\ Utely dn^ss on arose The banker who was 
younger and more nenous in these days was sud 
decly earned at ay by Tatement he struck the 
t bl with his fi. t and houted t th young man 

It s not true I U bet y u t o milhons you 
wouldnt tay m ■mlitary confinement for five 
tears 

If you mean th t m earnest said the young 
man. I’ll take a bet but I would sta\ not fi e 
but fifteen y ear 

Fifteen ’ Don tried th banker Gentle 
men. I take two milh ns 

Agreed \ u tak y our milhons and I stak 
my fireedom said the young man 

And this wild senseles bet was earned out 
The banker spoilt aid fn olous with mtUions 
bey nd his reckonii^ was dehghted at th bet 
Ats-pperhemadefimofth youn man, and said 

Thunk bette of it y u g t an while there is 
till tune. Tom two milh nsareatnfle but you 
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are losing thre or lour ol the best vears of your 
life I say three or four because jtiu woi t sta> 
longer Dont forget cither jou unhappj man 
that \ oluntary confinement i a great deal harder 
to bear than compul ory The th ught tl at y u 
ha\e the right to step out m liberty at any moment 
wU poison your whole existence m pns n I am 
sorry for you 

And now the banker walking to and fro re 
m mbered all this an i asked hims If What 
was the object of that bet ? \\ h t is th good of 
that man s losing f fteen y ears of his life and my 
throwing away two millions ? Can it pro\e th t 
the death penalty is better or worse than impn on 
meat for life? Ko no It \as all nonsensical 
and rneamngless On my part it was the capnee 
of a pampered mm and on his part simple greed 
for money 

Then he remembered what folio ed that even 
>og It was deaded that the young man should 
spend the years of his caj- ti\ ity under tl e strictest 
supervis on m one of the lodges m the banker s 
gard n It was agreed that for hftcen years he 
should not be free to cross the threshold of the 
lodge to see human beings to hear the human 
Voice or to rect ve letters and newspapers He 
was allowed to have a musical instrument and 
books and was allowed to wTite 1 Iters to drink 
wine and to smoke By the terms of the agree 
ment the only relations he could have with the 
wter wro Id were by a little window made pu i osely 
for th t object He tni ht have anythi g he 
wanted — ^books must wme and so on — ui any 
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quantity h desired bv TRTitmg an order but could 
onI> rece \ e th m through the vnndow The agree 
ment pro 'ided for e ary det ul and every tnfle 
that i^ould m ke hi imprisonment stnctlj sohtaiy 
an 3 bound the joung man to stay there exactly 
fifteen years banning f om twelve odock of 
Nov mber 14 1870 and endng at twelve ©clock 
of November 14 1883 Ihe slightest attempt 
on hi part to Ineak the condit ons if only two 
minutes before the end r leased th banker from 
the obhgation to p y him two millions 
For th fir t j ear of his confinement as far as one 
could juige fr m his hr f notes the prisoner 
suffered se rd\ from Ion 1 ne^ and dq ress on 
The sounds of th p ano uld be heard ontinually 
day and night f om his lodge He efused wine 
and t b CO Wine h wr te excites the desires 
and desi es are th wxirst foes of th prisoner 
and bes des nothing could be m e dreary than 
dnnkmg good win andseei g no one And tobacco 
Spoilt th air of his 00m In tl e fir t year the 
books he sent for w r p mapally of a light char 
acter nov Is with a complicated I ve plot sensa 
t onal and fantasti st nes an 1 so on 

In th econd y ar the pi n w as d nt n the 
lodge and the pr s ner asked only fo the class cs 
In the fifth yea music was udibl gain and the 
prisoner asked for wine Those who w tched bun 
through the wmdow said that all th t y ar he 
spent doing n thing but e t ng and dnnkm nd 
lying on his bed f equcntly y vnmg and angnly 
talkin to himself He d d n t r ad books 
Som times at night h would s t d wn to wnt 
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he tvould Spend hemrs % Tiling and m the mormng 
tear up all that he Ind uTittcn More than once 
he could be heard crying 
In the second half of the sixth j car the pnsoncx 
began zealously studjnng languages philosophy 
and history He thre^ tumsclf eagerly into these 
studies — so much so that the banker had enough 
to do to get him the books he ordered In tl e 
course of four jears some six hundred \olumes 
were procured at his request It was dur ng this 
period tl at the banker rcccis ed the followmg 
letter from his prisoner 

My dear Gaoler I write >ou these lines m si\ 
languages Show them to people who know the 
languages Let them read them If thej find 
not one mistake 1 implore 5 ou to fire a shot in the 
garden That shot % ill show me that my cflorts 
hare not been thro vn away The geniuses of all 
ages and of all land speak different languages but 
the same flame burns in them all Oh if y ou only 
knew wl at unearthly happiness my soul feels now 
from b mg able to understand them The 
prisoner s desire was fulfilled The banker ordered 
two shots to be fired m th garden 
Then aft r tl e t nth year tli prisoner sat im 
movat ly at the table and read nothing but tl e 
Gospel It s med strange to the banker that a 
man wl o n f ur y ears had mastered six h indred 
learned s lumes should waste nearly a year over 
one th n book asy of comprehension Theology 
and histones of rel gion followed the Gospels 
In the last two year of his confinement the 
pnsoner read an immense quantity of books quite 
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indiscnnunaielj At one time he was busy with 
the natural sciences then he would ast, for Bjtoii 
or ‘•hakespeaxe There were notes m which be de- 
manded t the sam lime books on chemistry 
and a manual of med cine and a novel and ^me 
treatise on philosophy or theology Hts rcadmg 
suggested a iran swimra n in the sea among the 
wreckage of his sh p and trynn to a\ e his life 
by greedily clutching first at one spar and th n at 
another 


II 

The old banker membered all this and thought 
To-morrow at twel e o clock he will regain his 
freedom By our agreement 1 ought to pay him 
two mill ons If I do pay him it is all o er with 
m I shall be utterlv ruined 
Fifteen years befor his millions had been beyond 
his reckoning now be was afraid to ask Imns«»If 
whid we e greater b s debt or his assets "Des- 
perat gambling on th Stock Elxchange wild 
specnl ti n and the excitablity which h could 
not get oter even m adv nang years had by 
degrees led to the decline of his fortune and the 
proud fearles. seUconfid ot miUionai e had 
become a banker of middlmg ank trembling at 
every nse and fall m his mvestments Curbed 
bet muttered tl e old man clutching his 1 ^ 
in despair WTsy d dn t th man di > He is 
only forty now He will t ke my last penny from 
m he wiU marry will enjoy 1 f will gambl on 
the Exdiange wbfle I shall look at him with nvy 
Ik a beggar and hear from him every d y th 
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same sentence I axn indebted to j ou for 1 1 e 1 appi 
ness of tny hfe let me help you 1 No it « t x> 
much ! The one means of being saved from bank 
TUptcy and disgrace is the death of th t man 
It struck three o clock the b nker listened 
cver^i’one was adeep m tt c house and n tlung could 
be heard outside but tl e rustling of the chilled 
trees Trying to make no noise he to< k from a 
fireproof safe the Key of the door \\h h had not 
i, been opened for fifteen years put on hi o ercoat 
and went out of the house 
It was dark and cold m the garden Ram uas 
falling A damp cuttmg wind was racing about 
the garden howling and giving th trees no rest 
The banker strained his ey es but could sec neither 
the earth nor the wl ite statues nor the lodge nor 
the trees r oing to the spot where the lodge stood 
he twice called the w atchmar N o answ er followed 
Evidently the watchman had sought shelter from 
the weather and was now aslc p 5 m where ither 
m the kitchen or m th greenhouse 

If I had the pluck to arry out my ntcntion 
thought the old man suspicion would fall first 
upon the watchman 

He felt in the daikiitss lor the steps and the door 
and went mto the entry of th lodge Then he 
groped his way mto a httl passage and hghted a 
match There was not a oul there There was 
a bedstead with no beddtn on it and m the corner 
there was a dark cast iron stove Th seals on 
the door leading to the prison r s rooms \ ere 
mtact 

When the match went out the old man trembling 
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1 th emotion peeped tluou h the little window 
\ canil \ a burning ditnl> m th prisoner s 
room He w as atting at the table Vothuig coul 1 
be cen b : hi baeJ. the hair on his head and his 
land Open books were Ijnng on the table on the 
two easv di irs and n the carpet near the table 
Fi c mi lutes parsed and the prisoner did not 
one stir F fteen y ars imprisonment had taught 
him to sit still Tl bank tapped at the window 
with his finger and th prisoner m de no move* 
ment hite cr in response Then the banker 
cautiously broke th scaJ ff th door and put the 
key nth k \hole Th r ty lock ga\ e a grating 
sound and th doo creaked fh banker ex 
pected to h ar t nc footst ps ard a cry of aston 
ishment but three minutes pas cd and it vas as 
quiet as ever m the room H made up his mind 
to go in 

At the tabl a man uni k o d narv people wa- 
sitting motionless He las a skej ton w tb ibe 
km drawn tight over his bones vith long curb . 
like a womans and a sh ggy bear! His face 
wasscHowwitfianearthy tint init fus checks we« j 
hollow his back long and narrow and tb hand 
on wt tci his shaggy bead wa. propped \ as so thin 
and dJi ate that it was d eadful to look at it 
Uis hau was alreaiy st caked w th sd cr and 
seeing his emaciated aged look e fac no one 
would h \e bebeved that he was only forty 
H was asleep In front of his bowed head 

there lay on the table a sheet of paper on which 
there was soroetl mg written in fine hand \t ting 
Poor creator t thougl t the banker he is 
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a-lcep and most likelj dreaming of the tniUions 
And I have only to take this lialf-dead man throw 
him on the bed stifle him a tittle with the pillow 
and the most consnentious export would find no 
sign of a \ lolent death But let us first r ad what 
ht has written here 

The banker took the page from the t ble and 
read as follows 

To-morrow at t clve o clock I rega n mj free- 
dom and the right to as'mtiate with other men 
but before I leav e this room and see the sunshine 
1 think it necessary to say a le v ords to vou 

ith a clear comaence I tell vou as b fore God 
v ho beholds me that I de^pi e freedom and life 
and health and all that m y our books is call -d th 
good things of the orld 

Tor fifteen years I have been intently studying 
earthly hte It is true I hav e not seen the earth 
nor men but m yamr books I have drunk fragrant 
vine I hav e sung songs I ha e hunted stags and 
wald boars n the forests ha el vod vomen 
Beauties as tt ereal as clouds created bv the magic 
of yxiur poets and gemuses have \ sited m at 
tu It and ha e whispered m my ars wonderful 
tales th t have et ir j biam in a whirl In your 
Ixioks I have climbed to the jieaks of Elburz and 
Mont Blanc and from thcr I ha e seen the sun 
nse and ha e w atched it at e emng flood the sky 
the occ n and the mountain tops \ nth g Id and 
crimson 1 hav c \ atcl od from there the hghtmng 
flashtn over my heal and cleaving the storm 
clood 1 hav seen green forests felds rivers 
lakes towTto I lave 1 card the stngm of the 
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i cns i th sir II s the si epherds pipes 
t li i hxl the ms of come!) deviL who 
f* w d wrv t -ot\\ rsc with me of God In 

jou bcK W I V \ tlung mi'self into the bottomless 
jit pirl rincd m rados si m burned towns 
pr ach ai new religions conquered \ hole kir^ 
d tr 

\ our books f a\ e gi en me w sdom AU that 
the unresting tho ght ol man 1 as created in the 
ages IS compT "ssed into a small compass m my 
bram I know that I am wiser th n aU of you 

And I desp 3« y books I despise wisdom 
and the bles of tl is \ rid It is aJl worthless 
fl -et ng illusory and dec pt e like a mirage 
■\ou may b p o 1 ibc and fin but death waB 
wipe you otl the f c of ll e earth as th u h you 
were no more than mic burro ang und r the floor 
and your posterity yoirhistjry sour immortal 
gemuses wall burn or f ecz to ether with the 
earthly globe 

\ou ha e lo t y u eason and taken the 
WT n p th \ou ha t k n lies f truth and 
bideousness for beauty Ao would marvel if 
owing t strange esent of some sorts tro<*s and 
bzards suddenly gres on apjlc and oran trees 
nstcad of fruit r I roses be an t smell 1 ke a 
sweatiiio horse so 1 marv t at you who eacl ange 
hea n lor eartl 1 dont want to understand 

> u 

To prose t you in act on ho I de'pisc all 
th t you U bj 1 enounc the two m Ihons f 
wh di I one dreamed as of pa ad ae and hi b n w 
1 desp se To depns myself of th ht to tl 


V 
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money 1 shall go out from here five hours before tl e 
tunc fixed and so break the compact 

^Vhen the banker bad read this he laid the page 
on the table kis cd the stran e man on the head 
and went out of the lodge weeping At no other 
time even when he had lost heavilj on the Stocl 
Exchange had he felt so great a contempt for 
himself When he got home he lay or h s bed 
but his tears and emotion kept him for hours from 
sleeping 

Next morning the watchmen ran in \ ith pale 
faces and told him they had seen the man \ho 
lived in the lodge climb out of the wnndow into 
the garden go to the g te and d sappear The 
banker v ent at once \ ith the s r ants to the lod e 
and made sure of the flight of hi prisoner To 
avoid arousing unnecessary talk he took from the 
table the writing in \h ch the millions ere rc» 
nounced and v hen he got home locked it up in the 
fireproof safe 
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A $AtE of fio\ ers was tak ng plac m coont N & 
gteenliouses Th purchasers \ er fe v in numbe 
—a landoi Tier who \ as a neighbour of m ne a 
young timber merchant and m>-s H \\ hile th 
workmen were carrying out our magn hcent pur 
ha es and packing them into the carts we sat at 
the entry of the greenhou e and chatted about 
one th n and another It is extremely pleas nt 
to sit in a garden on a still April morning listen 
ing to the buds and watching the floi ers brought 
out into tt open au and basking in the sunshine 
The head gardener klihail Karlov itch a \ener 
able old man wath a full shaven face wearing a 
fur waistcoat and no coat supermtended tl e pack 
ing o! th plants himself but at tie same tune 
h listened to our con ersation m the hope of 
hearing somethin new He was an intelligent 
eiy good hearted man respected by everyone 
He V as for some reason looked upon by every 
one as a German though 1 e was in real ty on his 
father s s de Sv edish on his mother s side Russian 
and attended the Orthodox church He knew 
Rus an Svedih and German He had read a 
good deal in those languages and noth ng one could 
do gave him greater pleasure than 1 ndmg him 

I n 9 
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som w lx V T taJlcir^ to him for instance 
about 

f{ I d h \ aki but t! cj vicrunnocent 
h callctl htn-elf tl c 1 od gardener thou h 
il ct V. o rd r g ird rers tl c^jircssion 
f hi 1 c w u osualK digni&ed and haughtj 
I could n t t i jr to be contrad cted. and liked 
1 lx list 0x5 1 ith e=pcct and attention 

n at j ount f U th rt I n recommend to 
>ou as an av^ful rascaJ d m> neighbotar 
po nttng to a Ubo ei w th w artl y gi5S> face 
viho dro e b\ tl tl vs t t barr I list week 

h w s tried n il t r fer burg]ar> nnd was 
acquitted tl > pronounced 1 m m ntallj de- 
rargrd ar 1 > t look at I m I s tl picture of 
health Scoundrel* ai ers oft n a q utted now 
ad -s 1 Ru<- ta on gr ur i of ab ormalit^ and 
aberration j t the«* acquitt Is these unmistakable 
prools o£ in indulgent ttitud to enm lead to 
no goexi Tl j d rr ral ze th ma_ 3 cs tl e sense 
of JI St c* IS blunted in all as th y becom accus- 
tomed to seeing 1 unp nislwl and you know 
in our age on my brldl say n the words of 
Shakespear that in our e il nd corrupt age virtu 
must a-k forgi eness of we 

That 5 cry true tl e merch nt absented 

Owing to these frequent cqo Hals murder and 
arson has becom mud mor conmoa Ask 
the peasants 

M hail Karlovnt h turned t w aids os an i said 
As far as I am concerned genUemen 1 am 
always debghted to meet w th these \crd ts of 
n t guilty I am n t afr id for moral ty and just ce 
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tthen they ay Not guilty but on the contrary 
I f el pleased Even when my conscience tell 
me the jury ha\ e made a mistake m acqiutting the 
criminal ev en then I am triumphant Jud(, lor 
yourseh es gctitlemen if the judges and the jurj 
have more faith m t wn than in evidence material 
proof and speeches for the prosecution is not that 
faith i» ma t in itself higher than any ordinary con 
siderations ? Such faith is only attainable by those 
few who understand and feel Christ 
A fim thouj^ht 1 said 
But it s not a new one 1 rem mber a verj 
long time ago 1 heard a legend on that subject 
A very charming legend sai 1 the garden r and 
he smiled I was told it by mv grandmother my 

father s niotf cr an excellort old lady She toM 
me it in Swedish and it do s not so ind so fine 
so classical in Russian 

But we begged him to tell it and not to be put 
oft bv the coarseness of th Russian language 
Much gratified he deliberately 1 bted his pipe 
lookcKl angrtU at the labourers and began 

There settled m a cert ift littl to \ n a solitary 
flam Id rly gentleman called Thomson or W ilson 
— ^bul that docs not matter th surname s not 
tl c po nt He foUoi ed an honourable profession 
he as a doctor He was alw ays morose and un 
soaable and only spoke when required by his p o- 
fession He nc er visited anyone never extended 
I IS acquaintance beyond a siler t bow and lived 
as humbly as a hermit The fact vas he was a 
learned roan and m thos days learned men w re 
not 1 ke other people They spent their days and 
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rj ts 11 fvtf'iEj' licQ n rtailir asiinleaL^ 
d:v^sc V.cd upon «rvTnriF»Rj, iy as tnvwl 
nJt^dnotJieto«-as a word Th u.Lab. 
f tt urdmiijod tF * and tn<>d rot to vnsti 
him with tJ <11 ts anj c*"pt\ clutter Tb<> 
were erj gl d that God Fad wt th m at last a 
man wl,o could F al and i^cre jfoud tL*t 

such rema kabl man was h an? m their ttnrfl 
II knows evervtF iz thej s _1 about him 

B tthaiwa not ciw h TF''\ ou^httohaVit 
aid He li es eienoie In the breast d 

tl at leaned rr i tber beat a wijndtilial argt*^ 
^ea^< TTsoa h th pcop^ t ffj town wer* 
trange’-s and hi own pecpl ct he loved th'^n 
like chiltL n a. d did n t spar bun'll lor theH 
He was K.n:self U with consumption he had a 
cough b* t when F was suTitronid to the c*. be 
lorgot his own illn« h d d r t pa, himself and 
gas-trg i-r' breath dnaVd p tl h Li howe -ff 
h.ghtle> cughtbe H d*s eg jrded the _Itr> heS 
andlh cold desp sed thirst and burger He would 
accept no money and tr ng to vtv when one <►! 
his patients died h tk-onld t Low the ooSn wi h 
the re-^tions weep r 

And soon he became so necessary to th town 
that the inhabitants woMered h w ihet could I ave 
got on b'-fjrc without the man their grat tnde 
knew no bouitb. Grown up peopf and chOdre* 

good and bad al k honest men and cheats aD 

mlact espected him and knew hi \-alje In the 
bUl town and all th sarroundm, n hbourbood 
there was no man who wculd allow himsdl to do 
anythin^ dj greeabl to bun md<red they wocld 
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never have dreamed of Jt \M cn he came tut 
of lus lod m he never fastened the doors or 
V in lo s in complete conf dence that there was no 
thief who could bring him elf to do him wrong 
He often had in the course of his med cal duties 
to V alk along tl e highroa Is tl rou h the forests 
and mountains haunted by nui b rs of hungrj 
vagrants but he felt that he as in perfect security 
One night he w as t etyrning lit m a patient when 
robbers fell upon him m the forest but \hen they 
recogmted him the> took oS their hats respectfully 
and oftered him something to e t \\hen he 
ansvered that 1 e was not hungry they gave hmi 
a wini T p and accompanied hi n as far as the 
to Tl 1 appy that fat 1 ad gi en them the chance 
in some small w ay to show their gratitude to the 
benevol nt man ell to be sure my grand 
moth r told me that ev en th horses and the co -s 
and tie dogs knew him and expressed their joy 
when tl ey met him 

And this lan who seemed by his s n titv to 
have guarded himself from every evil to vhom 
even brigands and fren led men wished nothin 
but good was one fine rnormng found murdered 
Covered ith blood v th his sloill broken he was 
ly mg n a ravine and his pale face wore an expres 
s on of am zement Yes not horror but amaze- 
ment vas th emotion that had been fixed upon 
hw face when he saw the murderer before him 
You can magine the grief that overwhelmed the 
inhabit nts of th town and the surroundm d s 
tr cts All \ee in despair unable to believe their 
eyes wonder g vho could have killed the man 
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Tl jutlp-^who onl ctnltl enquiry an 1 eram 
1 tl I n.t I U Saul II rr Mie hi\c illthft 
Tl f rt. T b t as the c l not a man in the 
w n I U f ur t nnfl ur doctor obnoosU 
It vk t f m irdcr rd tl c combination 

t in d t srnp! 1 nc We roost 

uppus tl t n it tarhnrss h ( II into the ravine 
of 1 1 U -rod wa rt ll> in)urcd 

Ih vkhol t n PT Ttl wnth this opinion 
Tt d>ctoTw bun I nd n ihnu; more isas sail 
ah< t a lent t tl Th x tence of a man 
1 V coul IV th I aset n 1 wacLcdness to 
LU tl d t ff -d cred bl Tl er is a I nut 
cent ntiler 

Ml t n ul I ^ u bell % c t ch nee led 
them t d ico cnn4; th murder r \ a'Tart who 
liad been m nx times con n ted n t nou for his 
\ cioushf w s tn dl nc f «■ dr nW a ufl box and 
watch tl at I a 1 bel n^ed to th doctor Wh n he 
vrasq nedh ■scasennfroed andansxCTtdvnVb 
n 1 aou 1 \ scar h w m dc and m hi bed 

w sfo nda hirt w th ta is of blooel on th sicca cs 
nd a doct t s 1 nc t set n gold WTiat more 
eaulcnc as wanted ? Tl e> put the criminal in 
prison The nh V ilanls a cr ind gnant and at the 
sam t m said 

It s inaed 11 I It can t be so Tahe care 
that a miatah is not made t docs happen you 
know th t ea d ncc tell a fcdsc tale 

At his trial the nurdexer obst n t !v denied hts 
gunt Everything -as against him and to be 
con need f his guilt avas as easy a to belie e 
th tthi earth IS black but the] dge- f^mtolaae 
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gone mid they wcj bed e%cry proot ten times 
looked distinstfuHy at the witnesses flushed cntn 
son and sipped water The trial began early 

in the mornitig and w as only finished m the evening 
Accused ! the chief judge said addressing the 
murderer the court has found you giiUy of 
murdering Dr ^xi-and so and has sentenced you 
to 

The chief judge meant to say to the death 
penalty but he dropped from his 1 ands the paper 
on wh ch the sentence 1 as written wiped the cold 
sweat from 1 s face and cried out 

No May God pumsh me if I jud^ e wrongly 
but I s% ear he is not guilty I cannot admit the 
thought that tl cr exists a man who \ ould dare 
to murder our friend the doctor \ man could not 
sink so lo V ' 

There cannot be such a man the other judges 
assented 

No the cro vd ned Let him go 
The murder r was set fre to go \ h re he 
chose and not one soul blamed th court for an 
unjust erd ct And my grandmother used to 
sav that for such faith in humanity God forga -e 
the sms of all the inhabitants of that town He 
rejoices vhen people believe that man is His image 
and semblance and grieves if f rgetful of human 
digraty they judge wo se of men than of dO"s 
The s ntence of cqmttal may bring harm to the 
inhabitant of the town but on the other hand 
think of t! beneficial mfiuen e upon them of th at 
fa th in man — a faith which does not remain dead 
you know it raises up generous feel ngs m us 
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and al«a« ns to lr>\e and respect e\cf> 

man L r> man Ard U at u important 
Mdai) karJo otch had ftm.} e<J M> nOe^hbot^ 
would have urpwl some objection but the head 
gardener made a gesture that signified that he did 
not 1 ke objertions tl cn I e walked away to tt e 
carts and with an expresjon oI dignity went on 
looking alter tl pa king 
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I 

1 BEMEMBLR when I was a high school boy m the 
filth or sixth class 1 as driving vi th my grand 
father from the village of Bolshoe Ivrj cpko n tl e 
Don re onto To tov ontl e-Don It vasasiUry 
languidly dreary day of Aug st Our ejes were 
glued to ether and our mouths were parched from 
the he t and the dry b rning wunl vvV ch drove 
clouds of du-t to uKt us one did not want to 
look or spe k or think and hen our dro vsy 
driver a Little Knss an called Kaipo swung bis 
wh p at the horses nd lashed me on my ap I did 
not protest or utter a sound but only rous ng 
rijrelf from half slumber gazed mildly and dc 
jectedlj into the distance to see wh ther there i as 
a villag visible tluough th duat W e stopped to 
f ed the horses n a big Armen an v llage at a rich 
Arm n an s wl om m> grandfatl er knew Never 
m my hie lave Is n a greater caric turc than that 
Arrrenian Imagine a htti shaven h ad with 
thick overhang ng eyebro vs a beak of a nose 
long grey moustaches and a wide mouth with a 
lor,, cherrj i ood cl ibouk sticking out of it Tins 
little head was dun s Iv attached to lean hunch 
back carcase attired in a fantast c g tb a si ort red 

^3 
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ja Let and full bnght bine trousers This figure 
walked traddling its legs and shufflji^ with its 
hppers spoke with Jut taking the chibouk out 
of It mouth and beha\cd with trtdy Annenfaa 
d gnit> not Smiling but starmg with wide-open 
e\es and trymg to take as little notice as possible 
of ts guest 

Ther was neither wind nor dust tn the 
Armenian s r )oms byt it was just as unpleasant 
stifling and dreary ^ m th steppe and on the 
road I rem mber dusty and exhausted by the 
heat I sat m th orti r n a green box The nn 
painted wood n w alls the furmture and the floors 
coloured with \eU w ochr smelt of dry wood 
baked bv the sun Wherever 1 looked there were 
flies and flies and fl cs Grandfather and 

the Armenian were talking about grazing about 
manure and about oats I knew that they 

would be a good hour getting the samovar that 
grandf ther would be not less than an hour drink 
ing hi3 tea and then w uld h down to sleep for 
two or three hours that I should waste a quarter 
of the day waitmg after which there would be 
agam the heat the dust the j Iting cart I heard 
the muttering of th two voices and it began to 
seem to me I had been seeing the Armenian 
the cupboard with the crockery the flies the win- 
dows with the burning sun beating on them for 
ages and ages and hould only cease to see them 
n the iai-o8 future and 1 was seized with hatred 
for th Bteppp the sun th flies 

A little Russian peasant woman in a kerduef 
brought m a tray of tea things then the samovar 
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The Armcman went sIo\ ly out into the pas age 
and shouted Mashya come and pour out tea 
Where are >ou Mashva ? 

IIiuTied footsteps cr heard and there came 
into the room a girl of sixteen in a simple cotton 
dress and a wlut hcrchicf A sh washed the 
crochcrv and pour "d out th tea. sh v standing 
with her back to me and all 1 could e as that 
she was of a slender figure bare t oted and that 
her I tile bare heels i cre covcretl by I ng tr users 
The Armenian in nted me to has eta Sitting 
down to the table I glanced at the girl who vas 
handin me a glass of te and f It all at once as 
though a wind \ er bio vmg over my soul nd 
blowing a say all th impressions of the dav with 
their dust and dreariness I sa th be itching 
features of tl e most be utiful face I ha ever met 
n real life or m my dreams Before me stood 
a beauty and I rccognii <1 th t at the f rst glance 
as f shot fd hav e rcc gmz d lightning 

I an le dy to s ar that Masha — or as her 
father called her Mashy — as a real be uty 
but I don t kno how to pr s e it It sometimes 
happens th t cl ud arc huddl 1 together in dis 
order on the horizon and tf e sun hiding behind 
them colours them and tl e sky with tints of every 
possible shade — enmson ora ge gold lilac 
mudd\ pmk one cloud is like a monk another 
like a fsh a tlurd like a Turk tn a turban The 
glow of sunset en elopmg a th rd of th sky gleams 
on the cross on the churdi flashes on th windows 
of th manor house is reflected in the river and 
the pud lies juivers on the trees fir far a\ ay 
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ag jnst the background of the sunset a flock of 
wild du ks 1 fl>ing homewards And the 

boy herding the ows and the surveyor dii mg 
in h s cba se o er the dam and the gentleman 
out for a valk all gaze at the sunset and 
c cry on of them thinks it terribly beautiful 
but no one knows or can say in what its beauty 
h s 

I vas not the onlj one to th nk the Armenian 
girl beautiful My grandfather an old man of 
evenly gruff nd indifferent to \ omen and the 
beaut es of natu e looked caressingly at Masl a 
for a full minut nd asked 

I that your d ught r A e t Nazar tch ^ 

Yes she is my d ughter answered the 
Armenian 

A f ne young lady said my grandfather ap- 
provingly 

An artist would have ailed th Armen an girls 
beauty class cal and ev re it just that beauty 
the c nt mplation of \hich — God kno s \ hy I — 
nspires in one the conviction th t one is seeing 
correct featur s th than eyes n sc mouth neck, 
bosom and e\ety mo\ement of the youn body 
all go t geth r in one c mpl te harm mous accord 
in which nature has n t blundered oterth mallest 
Ime Tfou fancy f r om reason that the deafly 
beaut ful w m n must have su h a nose as Masha s 
traight and si ghtly quiUnc ] t such great dark 
eyes such long lashes such a langu d glance you 
fancy th t her bla k curly hair and ey broi'S go 
with the soft whit tint of her brow and cheeks 
as the green reeds go with the qu ct stre m 
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Mashas white nei^k and her jouthful bOoom were 
not fully dc\ eloped but you fancy the sculptor 
would need a great crcituc genius to mouU them 
\ou gaze and little by little the desire come o\er 
you to say to Masha sometlung e\tr vordmarily 
pleasant sincere beautiful as be utiful as she 
hcrSclf was 

At frst I felt hurt and abashed that Masha took 
no notice of me but w as all the tim look do \n 
It seemed to me as thou h a peculiar atmosphere 
proud and happy separated 1 cr fron me and 
Jealously screen^ her from m\ tses 

Tliat s because I am c r«l wnth lust I 
thought am sunburnt and am still a boy 

But little by little I forgot myself and gave 
myself np entirely to the conscioi sness of beauty 
1 thought no more now of the dreary steppe of 
the dust no longer heard tl e buzzing of the flies 
no longer tasted the tea and f It nothing xcept 
that a beautiful girl \ as standing only the other 
s de of tt e t ble 

I felt this beauty rath x strangely It \ as not 
desire nor ecstasy nor eijoym nt that Jlasha 
excited n me but a painf il though pleasant sad 
n ss It w as a sadness iraguc and undefined as a 
dream For some reason I felt sorry for myself for 
my grandfather and { r tl c Armenian even for the 
girl herself and I had a feeling as though e all 
four had lost something important and essential 
to life which we should ne\er find a am My 
grandfather too grew melancl oly he talked no 
mote about manure or about oats but sat sdent 
looking pc si\ ely at Masha 
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Alter tea mj gran Utlher Jaj tiown lor a nan 
\h 1 I w nt oot of the bouse tnto the porcl The 
house hk all the I ouses m the Armenian vtllag 
stood m tt e fall sun there vras not a tree not an 
a vwng no shad The \rmcnian s gr at court 
yard nergrtncn itl goosefoot and wild mallows, 
was U cl\ and full of g i ty in spite of th gr at 
he t T1 r<r»hing as go ng on behind one ol the 
1 i hurdles which int rsected th bi(, yard fere 
anl ther Round a post stuck into the middle 
f the threshin floor ran do cn horses bar 
ncssed s ie by i le o that th y formed one long 
ad us A luttle I us an m a long waistcoat 
and full trousers as walking bes dc them crack 
mg a whip and shout ng m a tune that sounded as 
thougl he w er jeering at the horses and showing 
oft hts poi er o\ cr them 

\ — a— a you lamn d brutes A — a — a, 

fligu tak y u I Arc you f i ht ned r 

The horses sorrel white and piebald not under 
standing hy they w r m de to run round in one 
place and t crush tl e wheat sirai tanuniilhn ly 
as though with eftort s virgin^ thtir tails with an 
offended air The wind aised up perfect clouds 
ol golden d aH from under the r hoofs and carried 
It a ay far hey nd the hurdle Neartl tall fresh 
stacks peasant omen \crc s aiminp ith rakes 
and carts wer mo ong and be\ond the stacks 
m anotl er yard nother dozen imilar horses 
were running round a po-t and a sum! r Little 
Rus- n 1 as cracking his whip nd jeer ng at the 

Tie t<p o which I wassttng were hot nthe 
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thm rails, and h^re and there on the wndow frames 
sap was oozing out of the wood from the heat red 
lad>hirds were huddlin together m the streaks 
of shadow under the steps and under th shutters 
The sun was baking me on my head on my chest 
and on my back b it I did not noti e u and \ as 
consaous only of the thud of bare feet on tl e un 
eve 1 floor in th passage and in the rooms beh nd 
me \f ter cl armg w ay the tea things Masha 
ran doivn the stef s fluttenng the air as she passed 
and like a bird fle\ into a little grir ly outhouse — 
t suppose the k tchen — from which came the smell 
of roast mutton and th sound of angry talk in 
Armenian She vam b d nto tb dark dom va> 
and in hi r place there appeare 1 on the threshold an 
old bent red f ced Armenian \oman wearing green 
trous rs The Id woman was angry andx as scold 
mg someone Soon afterwards Masha appeared in 
the doon ay fli bed \ ith th heat of th k tchen 
and carT3nng a big black loaf on her shoulder 
sway mg gracefully under the weigl t of the bread 
she tan across the yard to the threshing floor 
d rted ov r the hurdle and wTapt in a cloud of 
golden chat! vanished b hind the carts The Little 
Fussian who was dn ang the horses lo\ cred hi 
vhip Sank into s letice and ga?ed for a minute in 
the directic n of the carts Then \ t cn the 
Armenian girl darted again ly the horses and 
leaped over the hurdl he followed her with hi 
eyes and shouted to the hor*cs in a tone as though 
he \ er greatly disappointed 

Pi gue take y ou unclean devil 
And all the vhil I was unceasingly hearing her 

X 9 
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bar ind eetng ho\ she walkol across th* 

>aid with a gr \t preoccupied face She ran 

w d 1*11 tl c step swiihiR^ the air about rae 
oow t the Witcher how to ll tlucsl i ^ Bow 
ow tluou t the gate and I could hardly turn niy 
1 ad quicWl> nou-b to watch her 

\iv\ the oftencr she C itcred bj me wnth her 
beauts tl e more acut became m) sadness 1 
fu .1 ’Tty both tor her and It my'scll awi for the 
jtil Russian vkl o mournfully watcl ed her esery 
urn she an tlj u th loud of chajf to the carts 
Whether t was en t I her beauty cr that I was 
regrett ng that th 1 was not mm and never 
would be or that i was a stranger to her of 
whether 1 guely f It th t her rare beauty was 
accidental utuiecessars nd like everything on 
earth of hurt dur tion or wt ether perhap my 
sadness was Ui t peenUa f<Tlin^ whid is eiated 
in man by the contemi lat on of real beauts God 
only kn Vi's 

The three hours of waiting passed unnoticed 
It seemed to me that I had not had time to look 
properly at ^ta^ha when Karpo dro c up to the 
n er bathed th hor'e d began to put it in 
the shafts Th wet horse snorted with pleasure 
and lacked his hoof« apainst th shafts Karpo 
shouted to t Ba — acW. My graiidfather woke 

up Masha opened the cxeaktnj, gates for us, 
we got into the chaise and drov out of the yard 
\\c drove m sU nee as thou I we were angry with 
on an ther 

\Vhcn. tvfo o three hours later Tewtov and 
Nahitchev n appeared in th diat nee Karpo 
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^ho had been silent the whole lime looked round 
qnicU> and said 

A tine ^ ench that at the Armenian s 
And he lashed hi horses 


rr 

Another tune alter I had become a student I 
M'as travellmg by rail to the south It u as Ma> 
At one of the stations I bel eve it was between 
Bjdgorod and Harkov I got out of the tram to 
walk about the platform 
The shades of e ening \ ere already lying on the 
station garden on the platform and on th fields 
the station screened oH the sunset but on the top- 
most clouds of smoke from tl e engine hich were 
tinged with rosj li ht one could see the sun had 
not yet qu te vanished 

As I \ alked up and down th platform I noticed 
that the great s number of the passengers s ere 
standing or w alkmg near a econd class compart 
ment and that they looked as thoueh some cele- 
brated person ver in that compartment Vmon 
the cunems whom I met near this compartment I 
saw ho\ e\ er an artiUery officer \ ho had been my 
fellow tra\ ellcr an intelligent cordial and sym 
pathetic fJloN — as people mostly are whom we 
meet on our trascls by chance and with whom 
we are not long acquainted 

What arc y on looking at there ? I asked 
He made no ansi cr but onK ind cated \ th his 
ncs a feminine figure It was a youn" girl of 
se\ cntccn or eighteen w eanng a Russian d ess \ ith 
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her head bare and a httJe shawl fianff cardesJ? 
on one should r rot a pa^enger but I sapp®e 
a Slater or dau hter of the tation master 
ras standing near the carnage nndow talkL-g W 
n eldeilv woman who was in the tram Before 
1 had Um to realu what I \ as seeing I was 
Dddenl> o erwhelmed bj the feelin" I had oic" 
cxpcnenced in the Arm laa village 

The girl was remarkahls beautiful and that was 
unmistakable to me and to tho^ who s ere loolu ■» 
at her as I was 

If ore IS to describe her appcararce featur bs 
feature as the p actice s th onl\ realls lovd^ 
thin was her thick w ■) fair hair which hnCo 
looiC w th a black nbbon t ed ound her head aD 
the other features er c Iher irr^ular or 
ordinal^ Either horn a p<^mliar form of coqu * 
tuhness or from short s ghtednesa her e^es were 
screwed up her nose had an undecided tilt her 
mouth was mall, her profil was feeblj and m 

pidly drawn, her shoulders were narrow and tm 
dev loped for her ge — and j t the gnl mad th 
imp'essi n of being reall> beaut ful and looking at 
her I was bl to feel convinced that the Ru-Sian 
f cc does not need strict regnlanty m order to be 
lovely what is more that if instead of her turn up 
nose the gi 1 had been gi en a d fferent on correct 
and plast call> ineproachabl hk th Armenian 
girl I fancy her fa« would h e lost all t charm 
bom the change 

Standing at th window talking th gul shru*' 
gra? at the evening damp coattauallv looknie, 
round tus at on moment pother arms akimbo at 
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the next raised her hands to h r head to straighten 
her hair talked laughed while her face at one 
moment w ore an expression of wonder the next of 
horror and 1 don t remember a moment when her 
face and body were at rest The \ hole secret and 
magic of her beauty lay just m these tiny mf nitcl> 
elegant movements m her smile in the pla> of her 
face m her rapid glances at u in the comb nation 
of the subtle grace of her movements with her 
youth her freshness the punty of her soul that 
sounded in her laugh and \ oice and with the weak 
ness % e love so much m children in bird in fawns 
and in young trees 

It was that butterfly s beauty so in kcepm \ ith 
waltzing dartmg about the garden laughter and 
gaiety and incongruous vath serious thought 
grief and repose and it seemed as thou h a gust 
of wand blowing over the platform or a fall of rain 
would be enough to wither the fragile body and 
scatter the capnaous beauty like the pollen of 
a flower 

So — o • the officer muttered \ ith a s gh 

when after the second bell ve went back to our 
compartment 

And what that So — o meant 1 wall not unde 
take to d cide 

Perhaps he was sad ani d d not v ant to go 
away from the beauty and tl e spr ng evening 
mto the stuffy tram or p rhaps he like me was 
unaccountably sorry for the beautj for h mself 
and for me and f r all the passengers who 
w re U tlessly and reluctantly sauntering back to 
their compartments As \ e passed the stat on 
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window at i hich a pale red haired telegraphist 
w th up t nd tig url and a laded broad 
cheeked fac was s tting bes- de lus apparatus the 
fiScer h \ed a siph and said 

I bet th t t legrajhist is m love with that 
pr tty girl To li c o t in the wilds under one 
roof \ th that ethereal creature and not lall m 
love 1 be> nd th powe ol man And what a 
calamity m\ fnend what an ironical fate to 
b stooping unke npt grey a decent fellow and not 
a fool and to be n 1 ve ith that pretty Stupid 
httle girl who uld n \ take a scrap of notice 
f tou Or rse still rnag ne that tel graphist 
IS in lov jjid at the me tun mamed and th t 
his wil IS as stooping as unk mpt and as decent 
a person as h mself 

On th platform bet \een our arriage and the 
n -ct th guard as stan ling th his elbows on th 
rail g looking in th direct n f the beautiful 
gi 1 and his batt red wrinkled unpleasantly 
bet-ty iac exh sted by sleeplesa nights and the 
] Iting of the tram s e a look of tenderness and 
of the deepest adness a though mth t girl he S W 
happ ness his o vn y uth soberness puntv wife 
childr n as tho h he were r pentin*^ and feeling 
m h s whol heir g that that girl vas not bis and 
that for him nth his premature old. a^ lus un 
outhness nd his beefy fac the ordinary h pp 
ness I a man and a passenger as as far a ay as 
heaven 

The thi d bell rang the wh ties sound d and 
th tram lo\ ly moved off First th guard the 
stab n master th n the ga den th beaut ful 
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witb. her exqui itfely sly smile passed before 
our windows 

Putting tny head out and looking back I saw 
how lookin^ after the train she walked alon the 
platform by the ivindow where the telegraph detk 
was sitting smootl ed her hair and ran into the 
garden The station no longer screened off the 
sunset the plain lay open before u \ ut the sun 
had already set and the smoke la> in black louds 
over tic green velvety young corn It was 
melancholy in the spring air and in th daikeran^ 
ky and n the ra I vay carnage 
The famihar filmic of the guard came into the 
camag and he be an lighting the candles 
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THE SHOEMAKER AND THE DEVIL 

It \sas Christmas Eve Marja had loiit, been 
snoring on the sto\ e all the paraffin in the 1 ttle 
lamp had burnt out but Fjodor Nilov still sat 
at work He would long a^^o have flung aside ht> 
work and gone out into the street but a cu tomer 
from I olokolny Lane who had a fortnight before 
ordered some boots had been in the previous 
da> had abused him roundly and had ordered 
him to finish the boots at once before the morning 
s rvice 

It s a conv ct s hfe ! T yodor grumbled as he 
worked ‘kime people have been asleep I ng 
a o otl ra are enjoying themselves i hile you 
t here like some Cam and sew for the devil knows 
\ horn 

To sav himself from acadentally falling asleep 
he kept takin a botti from under th table and 
drink ng out of it and after e\ ery p ill at it h 
tw sted his head and said aloud 

WTiat IS the eason kindly tell me that 
custome s enjoy th mselves rhd I am forced 
t It and work for them ? Because they ha\e 
money and I am a beggar ^ 

He I at mI all his customers espec ally the one 
who lived in Kolokolny Lane He was a gcntle- 
99 
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man oi my appeaiarce \ ath lonp bair a 
\eno fac blue pectacles and a hu kj \oice 
H had a Gettnan name hich one coutd not 
pronount It was, mpo^ble to t 11 what was 
his call and hat h iid When a forUu ht 
b f r h \ odo had gon t take his measure he 
the ust mer w as iti ng on th floor pounding 
something m a mortar Befo Fyodor had tune 
to say good morning the contents < f the mortar 
sndd nly fl<tred up and burned with a bright red 
flame th e as a tuiV of sulphur and bornt 
feather and th rm m as failed nth a thick 
pmk sm kt o th t Fv xlor sneezed 6\e t mcs 
and as b returned h me alters ard he thought 
Anyon ^ h feared G >d would not have any 
thing t do th thin 's hk that 
When th re was n thm left m the bottle 
Fyodor put th boots on th table and sank mt 
thou ht H leaned hia hea head on lus fist 
and began thinking f hi {x) rty of his hard 
life with no glmime of h ht n it Then he 
thought of the ch f th ir b houses and their 
carnages of th hundred roubl notes 
H w n ce It w uld b if th houses f these nch 
men — th devd fl y them ' — were -maohed if 
th r horses died li their fur co ts and sable caps 
got habby ' How splendid t would be d the 
ch 1 ttle by httl changed mt bc^, ar^ havmg 
n thing andh a poor shoemaker were to becxunc 
nji and were to I d it o er some ther poor 
shoemak r on Christmas Eve 
Dream " hk this Fvidor suddenly thoUoht 
t his w k and pen d bt> y es 
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lleres a go he thought looking at the 
hoots The job has been tmi hetl ever o long 
ago and I go on sitting here I must tak the 
boots to the gentleman 

He snapped up the \ ork in a red handkerchief 
put on his thing and \ ent out into the treet 
A fine hard sno^ ^ as fallin,, pn king the face 
as though ■with needl's It \ as old slippers 
dark the gas lamps bunied diir\\ and i r some 
reason there as a smell of paralT n in tl e street 
so that Tjodor cou hed ami cleared hi throat 
Rich men were dr v in^, to and fro on the road 
an! every rich man had \ am and a bottl of 
sodka in his hands Pich youn ladies p cpel 
at Pjodor out of tl c cama es and sledges put 
out tl eir tongues and shouted laughing 
Beggar ' Ecgg r ' 

Students off cers and merchants n alked behind 
Fj dor jeering at him and cry mg 

Drunkard ' Drunkar \ ' Infidel cobbler • 
Soul of a boot leg ' Beggar l 

All this was insulting but Fyodor held hts 
tongue and only spat m disgust But when 
Kuzma Lebyodkm Ircm \Varsaw a m stcr bo<t 
maker met him and said I \ e married a nch 
noman and I have m n s orkuie, und r me while 
>ou are a beggar and have noth n to eat 
Pjodor could not refrain from running after him 
He puTsu d him 1 11 h foimd hun elf in K lokolnj 
lane Hvs custom r Used \n the fovrtl hou e 
from the corner on tl e very top flo r To reach 
bun one had to go through a long dark courtyard 
and then to cl mb up a very h gh slippery stair 
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cas^ wiixh to csder or; s f**t Vrlies 
Fvod^ vf£s in to bm b was «*tti_g oa the £eof 
prr:adjr, vrrz Jiia« i- a ircrta. jest as h bad 
tb ffrtii-4it ere 

■\oer boeosr I b., e tnoe^ht jrcer boots, 
F% <df aB'iu 

Tb ert^ ^n!:r got ep and be"-a oa tb 

Ixjo.^ tn oleece Lfesji-g to bclp hen, Fvodof 
vrcEt d Trn 03 cee ac't palled ofi tss old 
boot iy~* c"<- jeniped ep a- d 
towa-ds tb d - 13 bor^ Tb ces orner h-d 
not a fo«-^ bet a bool IJc b s. 

\ha tbot F jdo*- bere a go *” 

Tb ^ thm,, br^uj ha e bees to cross hea- 
*<lf th 3 to I'a e eserytb,,^ a, d rce dcrjrostair" 
tr^ h iniir<dj.tel\ edected ib_t b was ro^ttiE? 
a d«se i the fci« Acd prebabh tbe last tssMS, 
an*’ cot to ta*. a^Tar_^ c( ht» semoes woe>J 
be for — b H coKtroUsd brnsell acd detemaued 
to try b-:> I-cb CFl Lfc hands befcicd hen 
f a'Toe! tcJbe,, t_ ice f tb cross, he coo^bed 
respectf-H a,^d began 

The' as that tier ts cotbia^ co earth vaert 
evil ahd mpete than b,- devQ bo I aia of the 
opciioc, j-oar honor* that the devfl ts blgblV 
edneated He has — eiccse mv save t — booL 
a,ad a t„d behind bet h has tnor brains than 
manv a ♦edect 

1 lujt JOT f r wba yon av tb devib 
Catered, Th-nc yoo -hoensabd* WTut do 
oo want 

And wnbOTt loss of tan th boemaker V^gan 
crsnplamiisg of Lti lot, H began br sa tng th— 
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from hi childhood op he had envied the rich 
He had al vays resented it tl at all f eople did not 
live alike in houses and dnve itii good 1 orses 
\Vli\ he asked vashepoor? How was he lorse 
than Kuzma Lebyodkm from Warsai who had 
hts own house and whose wife wore a hat ’ He 
had the same sort of nose the ame hand- feet 
head and back as the rich and so wh> i as he 
forced to work when others vere enjoying, them 
selves ? Why \ a he married to Mar\a and not 
to a lady smelling of scent ? He had often s<en 
beautiful young ladies m tl hou cs of ndi cus 
tomers but they either took no notice of him 
whatever or eL>e som times laughed and wli pered 
to each other NMiat a red nose that shoemaker 
has I It V as true tliat "Mary a was a good kind 
hardv orking woman but she vas n t educated 
her hand v as heavy and hit hard and if one had 
occasion to speak of politics or anythinf' intel 
lectual before her she vould put her spoke m and 
talk the most aw ful n nsense 

What do y u \ ant then ’ his customer 
interrupted him 

1 beg you your lonour ‘>atan Ivamtch to 
be graciou ly pleased to make me a rich man 

Certainly Only f r that y u must give me 
up your soull Before the cocks crow go and 
sign on this paper here that you give me up your 
soul 

Tour lonour said Fyodor politely when 
you ordered a pair of boots from me I did not 
a-k for the money in advance One has first t 
carry out the ord r and then ask for payment 



4 nil- TMC>OI TC1IFH0\ 

Oh cr\ well tl c Cl stfmtf a. s<nt«J 
\ I n 1 1 dll rlv flared up in th mortar 
p nk t! k «n ike came puF r out ard there 
»a m 11 ft amt f'^tl rrs an 1 sulphur When 
th sra k hail ub ded r\C)d r mblied hi >t* 

1 saw th t 1 wa n 1 tiRer 1 jod>T no Icn cr 
a I maker but q t a o Hercnt man wean ^ 
a wai taat and a tch chain in a new pair of 
t users and that h a- sitting m an arm-chair 
t bu, table Tw f«tni n were handing him 
di hes bow 1 d u 

KirdK ai h n r ar 1 mav it do >t»a 
KWhI 

Wh t w alih Th fxtm n handed him ab 
pj ce of a 1 muit and a d h f cucumbers 
anl then bruu hr n { pan a roast goose 

and a I itle aften a i b< led po k ith horse- 

adi h cream \ d hjw di-mincd ho\ genteel 
It all w a I- sod at ani bef re ach dish 

drank a bt glass f cxc 11 t xijLa I ke som 
gen af r s* me count tfj r th pork h was 
handed som boil d gra n m ten d with goose 
ft th n an om 1 tt ith lacon f t then fned 

li er and he w nt on eat g anJ wa. d lighted 

What more The> sers ed too ape itb onion 
and teamed t mip with k\ a^ 

Hov IS It th gentry don t burst with such 
m aU^ he thou ht 

In condu n tbc> handed him a big pot of 
h nej Afte dinner the des 1 appeared m bio 
spectacles and asked th a low bow 

\te >ou sati-f d with j u dinner Ftodor 
Pant l>e tch ? 



THr ^^nOEM^KEU the Dr\IL 305 

But Ejodor could not ans\ cr or \ ord he 
\ a so stuflcd after hrs dinner The fc lin of 
repletion was unpleasant oppressive and to 
di tract hii thou Uts he looked at the bo< t on 
hi Iclt foot 

I or a boot 1 kc t! at I u ed 1 t to take les 
than seven and a half r uU -s W hat 1 oeroaker 
made it ? he a. ked 

Kuzma Lebv wlkin an re 1 th f otman 

Send for him th fcn 1 

Kuzma L bvodkui fr m W a saw oon made 
his ajpearance He t ypctl in a respectful 
attitud at the door and a k d 

Wli t ar voir rders \ u hon ur ’ 

II 1 1 V ir t nipi ' cried Ivodjir and 
stamped 1 1 foot D n t dare t argu re 
memb r >our pt c as a bbl r Bl ickhead • 
\ Qu don t ki u\ 1 tom ke boots 1 II beat 
vourugty phiz t ajUv' ^^h\ h e>oucmc? 

To m n V 

What money ? Be fl I C m on Saturday ' 
B V gi e him a c ifT * 

But he at 01 c ccalled vh t a life the cust mers 
used to 1 ad h m tor and 1 f It hcav'y at heart 
and to di tract 1 is at t ntion h took fat pocket 
book out of h s pock t and began counting hi 
money There v a. a g at d al of money but 
r^odo V anted more till Th devil n the blue 
spectacles brought 1 im another n tebook fatter 
still but he V anted ven m re an 1 th more he 
counted it the m re discont nted he became 

In the evemn th evil one brought I im a 1 11 
bosom d lad> in a red dress and said that thu. 
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was his new wife H spent the \ hole cscrun 
kissing h r and atm" gingerbreads, and at lu ht 
h ent to bed on a soft doivnj feather bed 
turned from side to side and could not go to sleep 
He felt iincann> 

V» e ha% e a great deal of he said to 

hi wif ve must look out or thieves will be 
breaki g in \ ou had better go and look with a 
candle 

He did n t sleep all mght and kept getting up 
t il his box was all nght In the momino 
h had to go to hurch to matin In church the 
Sara honou d n t n h and poor alike When 
Fvodor as poor h used t pra> n church like 
this God f rgi e n a suine ' He said th 
same thi now th ugh he had becom r ch 
WTiat diffe n as th e ? \nd aft r death 
F>od r n h ttould not be buned n gold n t in 
dianondi but n the same bla k earth as tie 
poo est beggar Fjod r would bum m the sam 
6r as cobblers Fjod csented all this and 
too h felt we hed down all over bj his dinner 
and instead of p a>e h bad all sorts of thoughts 
m his head about his box of monej about th ev es, 
about his bait ed ruined soul 

H cam out f church m a b d t mper To 
drive awaj bis unpleasant th ught as h had 
oft n done bef r h truck up a song at the top 
of his ce But as soon as h began a pobceman 
ran up and said vith his fin^, to th peak of 
his cap 

k our h n ur gentlef Ik must n t smg in th 
t 1 1 \ are n t a hoemake ' 
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Fyodor leaned his back against a fence and 
f 11 to thinking what could he do to amuse 
himself ’ 

\our honour a porter shouted to him 

don t lean against the fence you will spoil your 
fur coat t 

Fyodor went into a shop and bought himself 
the very best concerti la then \ ent out into the 
street play ing it E\ erybodi pointed at him and 
laughed 

And a gentleman too the cabmen jeered at 
him like some cobble 

Is it the pr per thing for gentlefolk to be 
disorderly m the street ? a p liccman sa d to 
h m \ ou had better go into a tavern ' 

Your honour give us a tnfl for Christ s 
sake the beggars wailed surround ng Fyodor on 
all sides 

In earlier days \ hen he wa a shoemaker the 
beggars took n notice of him now they vouldn t 
1 t him pass 

And at home hi nc v fe the lady was waiting 
for him dre sed m a green blouse and a red skirt 
He meant to be attentive to h r and had just 
1 fted b arm to gi e her a good clout on the 
1 ack but she said angnly 

Feasant! Ignorant lout! You dont knov 
ho V to behav ith lad es • If you love me you 
will kiss my hand I don t allow y ou to b at me 
This is a blasted exi tence I thought Fyodor 

Peopl do lead a lift I 1 0 mustn t s ng you 
mustn t play the cone rtina you mustn t have a 
lark with a ladv Pfoo I 
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H had n sooner sat dowTi to tea vith the 
1 dj when the c\il spirit m the blue spectade5 
appeared and said 

Come Eyod r Pant Ijeitch I have perform d 
my part of the ba gain Now sign your paper 
and come along ith roe ' 

And h dragged Fyodor to hell st aight to the 
turn ce and devils flew up from all directions 
and shouted 

Fool * Blockhead ' Ass ' 

There was a fearful smell of paraffin in hell 
nough to suffocate one 

And suddenly it all vanished Fyodor opened 
his eyes and sa his table the boots and the tm 
lamp The lamp-glass was black and from the 
faint light on the ck came clouds of stinking 
smok as from a h mn y Near the table stood 
the customer in th blu pectacles h utmg 
angrily 

Fool * Blockh ad ' Ass * 1 11 give you a 
lesson y n scoundrel' N u took the order a 
fortm ht ago and th boots ar n t r dy yet ' 
Do y u s ppose I want to come trapesing round 
h re half a do n tiroes a day f roy boots ? 
You w tch I y u brut ' 

Fyodo hook his b ad and s t to w k on the 
boots Th t roer nt on sw an g and 
threaten g bun for a 1 ng time At last when 
h ubs ded Fyod r ask d sull nly 
And what is your occ p t n sir ^ 

I make B ngal 1 ghts and fi ew k I am a 
pyrrotechn a n 

They began nngi g fo mat n Fyodor gave 
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the w tori -x the Wxits tooV the nione\ { t tl cm 
anti vent to clmrch 

Cnmaijcs and ledges vsith heir km mg wertf 
dasiiing to an 1 Ifo in the street in reliant I dies- 
officers mcr \ alkinf, along th pa tn nt togclhcf 
vith the humbler folk But 1 \t>d r di i not 

tn\~\ tl cm n r repm at In 1 t It vemed tt» 
him now that nch an 1 poor i ere r}uall> badl^ 
off ‘k>mo were able l dn in a arnag and 
others to smg song at the top of th r ice and 
to plaj the cone rtina but ne and the saint? 
thing the same gra\ c a a \ aitin all alike and 
there was n thing in hie ftr \hich one s ould gise 
the dc il c en a tin\ scrap f one s soul 



